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PREFACE 

This preface is scarcely necessary to the present volume; 
yet I cannot let the book go out into the world without ac- 
knowledging the kind and constant courtesy of my good friends 
at the Astor and Columbia Libraries, especially at the latter, 
which has been for many years a place of refuge from all 
perplexities. 

For the inspiration to work for the young men of our land, 
I am indebted to the educational genius of the metropolis, and 
to the boys who have been my students and are still my 
friends. To them I would affectionately dedicate this volume, 
in the hope that it may give back to them a portion of the 
pleasure which association with them has given to me. 



LOUIE R. HELLER. 



Db Witt Clinton High School, 
New York City. 
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Historical records show that from the carlieat times men 
have Bwayeil the piitlic mind hy the power of spoken words. 
In "bygone ages, when eihii^tion, even of the nidest sort, was 
tbe property of prieetfi and patricians exclusively, the populace 
ha<i, in mauy countries, a voice in governmental and religious 
matterB. There were no political pamphlets nor reformatory 
tracts. If there had been, few could have read and fewer 
could have understood them; hence a Cicero harangued the 
people in the market-place, and iku Isaiah gathered the woe- 
Bhippere in the courtyard of the Temple. In all countries, 
indeed, until within a comparatively few years, the public 
Bpeaker, ike orator, v/as a man of importance in hia com- 
munity. His nsefiilnesa was undeniable ; his position assured. 
In the early days of our own national liistory the orator played 
a far more prominent part than he does to-day ; not because 
the masses of the people were illiterate ; but because there 
were, at first, no widely ciroidated pieces of printed matter; 
and, even when there were, they could not have taken the 
place of human utterance. 
^ The re is no doubt that, in perioda q? great ^ia.'C\o^w^. ■a.-?^^'« 
^^^^Bbe emotions of men play as ^troiig & v^^^ '^^^ t**^^ 
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state as does their calmer Tcaitoii, men listcu to the impassioned 
speech of the orator with an attention they would scarcely 
ever devote to cold print ; for there is, in the constitution of 
the human mind, a clioril that vibrates in sympathy with the 
persuasive voice, and answers in response to the magnetic 
glance of a penetrating and compelhng eye. What would, in 
print, seem exuherant fancy, appears none too highly colored 
when spoken ; and what would seem cold and unimpressive 
when read, often gains warmth and life Jrom a well-modulated 
voice and an engaging personality. 

The atmiy of oratory, per *e, has almost died out in Ameri- 
can schools and colleges; but enough Temaina to kindle anew 
an enthusiasm on the suhject, at no distant date. The news- 
paper has, for the most part, usurped the place of the living 
voice in swaying popular opinion. Its wide circulation and 
ciieapnesa bring it within reach of almost all our citizens. 
Moreover, we are living iu times of comparative peace, when 
uo great moral or political cataclysm is imminent ; and, under 
existing circumstances, we are not apt to need, save in the 
pulpit, a great deal of the real art of the orator. Yet wi 
not know how soon we shall need it. The time may come 
when great industrial and economic questiona will need to be 
settled in our Senate ; when the struggles between capital and 
labor will require, on both sides, strong, persuasive speakers to 
avert cataatrophes, when our national prosjwrity shall hang ii 
the balance, — and we may he found unequal to the taak. I 
is well, therefore, that, despite the apparent uselessnesa of 
powerfa} utterance at this time, we should consider carefully 
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the poRBible needs of tlic future ; and, by studying the monu- 
ments of the past, leam what we may ourselves put tit prac- 
tictd use, or transmit as a heritage to those who Rhall come 

It is not only in poUtics, however, that the change has rorae. 
In the practice of the law, the multiplicity of cases to be con- 
sidered, and the necessarily short allowance of time for each, 
hag made the lirief system aupersede the system of extended 
pleas to the court. Hence, many of our successful lawyers are 
not especially well trained nor persuasive speakers. 

Tlie orations to bo considered in this volume extend over a 
period of about sixty-five years, and are varied in character as 
in theme. Many of them will seem to us to be somewhat 
florid ; but we must not take them apart from the setting of 
their own time. These are but types, and form a small nu- 
merical proportion of the vast number of really gooil speeches 
of their epoch. The speakera were, almost all, men of breadth 
and culture, — graduates of college, classical scholars, and 
deep thinkera. Moreover, they were hving under entirely new 
conditions. Their inborn love of liberty, derived from genera- 
tions of free men, was supplemented by the hfe on a new 
pontinent where they were untrammelled by traditions. The 
future, vast as the unexplored continent beyond the Alle- 
ghanies, was caUing to them, alluring tliem hy its novelty and 
its dangers. They were young men, with the naturally warm 
blood of their youth roused to fever-heat by the strenuous Ufa 
of thdr time. Thoy were still " moie BtTavma^ Ksn, %« -^^a.'Sf 
ing back "; aad, ihe more Britain oppoaei ooi ■Omw-'usoR&i* 
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more difficulties that beset their way, the stronger and more 
intensely did their patriotism burn. 

The period under consideration marks a new development in 
the history of nations. It was unexampled ; and the success 
of the American colonies gave the impulse to other peoples to 
shake off the tyranny of kings. As a new period its influence 
was felt, its spirit reflected, in other countries, — always vary- 
ing, however, with the dominant characteristics of the race 
which felt and showed it. It is not within the scope of the 
present work to discuss the influence of this period and its 
people on foreign communities ; but rather to try to show the 
student that what is sometimes thought to be somewhat 
"flowery" and "grandiloquent," was in reality the expression 
of genuine feeling, — the unstudied and spontaneous utterance 
of youthful vigor and a passionate sense of outraged justice. 
The tone of tliese speeches and the words employed by the 
speakers are traceable to various causes, chiefly these : the 
preponderance of classic learning, the influence of which it 
would be almost impossible to overrate, the careful study of 
works of English literature, such as Shakespeare, Milton, and 
Addison, and, above all, the then prevailing study of the Bible, 
which served as inspiration for many of the students of the 
period, especially in Puritan New England, where a truly de- 
vout spirit governed the entire community, and infused itself 
into the studies of home, school, and college. 

To-day we should not, perhaps, find it advisable to imitate 

exactly the style of these records of our past ; but they stand 

^o us as monumenta of a, tremendous struggle in a sacred cause. 
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They mark the first stage in our Revolution, — the "words 
before blows," the parley before the onslaught ; they voice the 
mingled sentiments with which the revolutionary patriots real- 
ized the inevitable conditions of their safety ; they contain the 
exhortation of the prophet, the faith of the patriot, and the 
fortitude of the martyr; they express the whole range of 
human emotion, in joy, in fear, in sorrow, and in exaltation. 
But they are more than this : they are sound expositions of 
causes and conditions ; they are, with all their fire, the logical 
utterance of trained thinkers, and, as such, are worthy of seri- 
ous study. Still, it must be borne in mind that these were 
orations; and that they were intended to be listened to, not 
read coldly, as we must read them now. This will aid us in a 
just estimate of their worth. 

It is well for us to know at least a few of the literary and 
political monimients of our national youth. It is advisable 
that we should try to follow the train of thought which led to 
the establishment of our Union ; for the fundamental truths 
which were the basis for the statements of Otis and Adams, of 
Lee and Hamilton, are truths for our own consideration ; and 
certain problems of the early days of the republic are still, in 
some degree at least, unsolved. As for the eulogies and mate- 
rial, such as the speech of Clay at Lafayette's introduction to 
the Senate, — America still produces heroes whom she is called 
upon to honor and to mourn, she still entertains distinguished 
foreigners, and, doubtless, will continue to do so; and we 
cannot forecast to whose lot it will fall to welcome the illus- 
trious peraonage or to speak tiie ISkSX, ^cAKa«L^<5i^^ ^V '?!S&&^:ia«s<x 
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and respect over the heroic dead. To the possible Morrises, 
Clays, and Ameses of the future, then, these records will be a 
valuable study ; and to the prospective auditor they will fur- 
nish a desirable standard by which to measure the achievement 
ofhiBContemporariea. 



LIST OF BOOKS 



Hege will fnmish material to atudeiita, especially as to Uog- 
raphj and constitutiotial liiHtory. 1'he list is by no means com- 
plete. It is given lo suggest the line of reading, — not all that can 
be read. 

Wells's Life of Samuel Adams. 
Bparka's Life of Washington. 
Autobiography of John Adams. 
Ford's Works of Jefferson. 
Force's American Archives. 
Wirt's Life of Patrick Hotiry. 
Trial of Aaron Burr (Canses C^l*bres Series). 
JoBlah Quincy's Reporta (Mass. Law Reports, 1700-1772). 
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Old South Historical Studies (lealleta). 
Justin Winsor's History of the United States. 
WebsteT's Oration on Adams and Jefferson. 
)dlected Oratioiu and Eulogies on Hamilton, 
mder Hamilton's Correspondence. 
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2 FAULT AMERICAN ORATIONS 

given her ; but for what he achievwl in the nanse of freedom 
we connt James Otis amoDg our glorious dead. 

The subjoined fragment of a long speech is among the &i 
trifling pieces left to ua, owing to the deatruction, by Are, o 
Otis'a papers. It mny be foun<i in Adams's diary of 1761 
where it is reported and commented on. It is typical of th 
spirit and utterance of its time ; and for its smooth yet powei 
iiil language is worthy to he placed among the models of earl; 
American eloquence. It waa a portion of the defence offera 
on behalf of the citizens of Boston, protesting against the writ 
granted by George III. to his already too tyrannical otticers ii 
America. 



H ON THE WRITS OF ASSISTANCE 

Feehcahy, 1761 

May it pleaae your Honours : I waa desired by one c 
court to look into the books," and consider the question 
before them concerning Writs of Assistance." I have accord 
ingly considered it, and now appear not only in obedience to 
your order, but likewise in behalf of the iuhabitants of this 
town, who have presented another petition, and out of regard 
to the liberties of the subject. And I take this opportunity ta, 
declare that whether under a fee or not (for in such a cauw'' 
as this I despise a fee) 1 will to my dying day oppose, witll 
all the powers and faculties God has pven me, all such instra^ 
ments of slavery on the one hand and villainy on the other, 
as this Writ of Assistance is. 

It appears to me the worst instrument of arbitrary power, 
the most destructive of English liberty and the fundamental' 
principles of law that ever was found in an English law-book. 
I must therefore beg your Honours' patience and attention to 
tLe whole mage of all argument that may perhaps appear ufe 



common in many things, as well as to points of learning that 
. ore mere remote and unusual, that tlie wbole tendon(^j of my 
design may the more easily be perceived, the conduaiona lietter 
Uescend, and the force of them be better felt. I shall not think 
I much of my pains in this cause, as I engnged in it from prin- 
> ciple. I waa solicited to argue this case as Advocate -General " ; 
and, because I would not, I have been charged with desertion 
from my oiBce. To this charge I can give a very auificient 
answer. I renounced that of&ce and I argue this cause from 
the same principle ; and I argue it with the greater pleasure, 
as it is in favour of British liberty, at a time when we hear the 
greatest monarch upon earth declaring from his throne that he 
glories in the name of Briton and that the privileges of his 
people are dearer to him than the most valuable prerogatives 
of his crown ; and as it is in opposition to a kind of power, the 
exercise of which in former periods of history coat one king of 
England his -head and another his crown, I have taken more 
pains ia this cause than I ever will take again, although my 
engaging in this and another popular cause has raised much 
resentment. But I think I can sincerely declare that I cheer- 
fiiDy submit myself to every odious name for couscietice' sake ; 
and from my soul I despise all those whose guilt, malice, or 
folly has made them my foes. ' Let the coneoqueoces be what 
they will, I am determined to proceed. The only principles of 
public conduct that are worthy of a gentleman or a man are 
to sacrifice estate, ease, hea.1th, and applause, and even life, to 
the sacre<l colls of his country. These manly sentiments, in 
|)rivate life, make good citizens ; in pubUc life, the patriot and 
the hero. I do not say that, when I)rought to the test, I shall 
be invincible. I pray God 1 may never be brought to the 
melancholy trial ; but if ever I should, it will then be known 
how far I can reduce to practice principles which I know to tw 
founded in truth. In themeantimelwBl^tocwA'wi^'i' 
of this writ. 
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lu the first place, may it please your honours, I will admit 
that writs of one kind may be legal ; that is, special writs, 
directed to special officers, and to search certain houses, etc., 
specially set forth in the writ, maybe granted hy the Court of 
Exchequer at home, upon oath made before the Lord Trea»- 
urer by the person who asks it, that he suspectB Buch goods 
to be concealed in those very places he desires to search. The 
Act of 14 Charles 11.,° which Mr. Gridley" mentions, proves 
this. And in this light the writ appears like a warrant from 
a Justice of the Peace to search for stolen goods. Tour hon- 
ours will find in the old books concerning the office of a Justice 
of the Peace, precedents of general warrants to search suspected 
houses. But in more modem books you will find only special 
warrants to search such and such houses, specially named, in 
which the complainant has befnre sworn that he suspects hia 
goods are couuealed; and will find it adjudged that special war- 
rants only are legal. In the same manner I relj' on it, that 
the writ prayed for in this petition is illegal. It is a power 
that places the liberty of every man in the hands of every 
petty officer. , I say, I admit that special Writs of Assistance 
to search special places, may be granted to certain persons on. 
oath ; but I deny that the writ now prayed for can be granted, 
for I beg leave to make some observations on the writ itself, 
before I proceed to other Acts of Parliament. In the firsfcj 
pla^e, the writ is universal, being directed " to all and singular 
justices, sheriffs, constables, and all other officers and subjects "; 
BO that, in short, it is directed to every subject in the King'tf 
domfuns. Every one with this writ may be a tyrant ; if this: 
commission be legal, a tyrant in a legal manner, also, may con-' 
trol, imprison, or mnrder any one within the realm. In the, 
next plane, it is ]}erpetual ; there is no return, A man ig: 
accountable to no person for his doings. Every man mxy 
reign secure in his petty tyranny, and spread terror and deso' 
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excite difierent emotions iji his si>ul.°] In the third place, a, 
person with this writ, in the daytime, may enter all hoUHea, 
shops, etc, at will, and command all to assist him. Fourthly, 
by this writ not only deputies, etc., but even their menial ser- 
vants, are allowed to lord it over us. [What is this but to have 
the curee of Canaan ° with a witness on us : to be the servants 
of aervante, the moat despicable of God's creation")] Now one 
of the most easential branches of EngliBh liberty is the free- 
dom of one's house. A man's house is his castle; and whilst 
be is quiet, be ia as well guarded as a prince in bis castle." 
This writ, if it should be declared legal, would totally annihi- 
late this privilege. Cuslom-hoiise offi(«ra may enter our housea 
when they please ; we are commanded to permit their entry. 
Their menial servants may enter, may break locks, bars, and 
Bverytbing in their way ; and whether they break through 
malice or revenge, no man, no court can inquire. Bare bub- 
piciim without oath is auUicient. This wanton exercise of this 
power is not a chiraerical suggestion of a heated brain. I will 
mention some faeta. Mr. Pew bad one of these writs, and 
when Mr. Ware succeeded him, he endorsed this writ over to 
Mr. Ware, so that these writs are negotiable from one officer 
to another ; and so your Honours have no opportunity of judg- 
ing the perBons to whom this vast power is delegated. Another 
instance is this : Mr. Justice WalJey had called this same Mr. 
Ware before him, by a constable, for a breach of tho Sabbath- 
day Acts, or that of profane swearing. As soon as he had 
finished, Mr. Ware asked him if he had done. He replied, 
"Yes." "Well then," said Mr. Ware, "I will show you a 
little of my power. I command you to jiermit me to search 
your house for uncustomed goods," and went on to search 
the house from garret to cellar ; and then served the constable 
in the same manner" ! But to show another absurdity in thia 
writ, if it should be established, 1 insiat \vpwa V'^^ c^kts 
by the 14 Cbadea II. ° has tbia powei a» ■w€i. aa *«; 
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house officers. The words are, "it shall be lawful for any 
peraou or persons authorizeil, etc." What a scene does this 
open I Every mail prompted by rerenge, ill-humour or 7 
tomiess to inspect the inside of bis neighbour's house, may get 
a writ of assistance, Otbers will usk it from self-defence; oi 
arbitrary exertion will provoke another, until society be i 
volved in tumult and in blood ! 

A{(ain, these writs are not returned. Writs, in their nature, 
are temporary things. When the purposes for which they a: 
issued are answered, they exist no more ; but these live fo 
ever ; no one can be called to account.. Thus reason and the 
constitution" are both against this writ. Let us see what 
authority there is for it. Not more than one instance can 
found of it in all our law-books; and that was in the zenith 
of arbitrary power, namely, in the reign of Charles II., when 
star-chamber ' powers were pushed to extremity by some igno- 
rant clerk of the exchequer. But bad this writ been in any 
book whatever, it would have been illegal. All precedents are 
under the control of the principles of law. Lord Talbot " says 
it id better to observe these than any precedents, though in the 
House of Lords the last resort of the subject. No Acts of Par- 
liament can establish such a writ ; though it should be made it 
the very words of the petition, it would be void. An act against - 
the constitution is void. But this proves no more than what 
I before observed, that special writs may be granted on onth 
and probahls euspkiun. The act of 7 anil 8 William III." 
that the ofBcers of the plantations shaU have the same powers, 
etc., is confined to this sense ; that an ofBcer should sho 
probable ground ; should take his oath of it ; should do thia 
before a magistrate ; and that such magistrate, if he think ' 
proper, should issue a special warrant to a constable to search 
the places. That of C Anne" can prove no more. 
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ON THE STAMP ACT" 



It ie with great grief that I ajjpear before your Excellency ° 
auci Honors" on this occasion. A wicked and unfeeling minis- 
ter ° has caused a people, the moet loyal and atFectionate that 
.ever king washiest with, to groan under the most insupportable 
oppresstoD. But I tliiuk, Sir, that he now stands upon the 
■brink of inevitable destruction ; and trust that soon, very 
Boon, he will feel the full weight of his injured sovereign's 
rigjiteona indignation. I have no douht, Sir, hut that the loyal 
■nd diitifid repreaentations of nine provinces," the cries and 
BupplicationB of a distressed people, the united voice of all hia 
Alajesty's most loyal and affectionate Britiah-American eubjeeta, 
iwill obtain all that ample redress which they have a right to 
expect ; and that erelong they will see their eniel and insidi- 
:dus enemies, both at home and abroad, put to shame and 
'confusion. 

My brother Adams has entered so largely into the validity 
, of the act, that I shall not enlarge on that head. Indeed, what 
\haa been observed is suificient to convince the most ilUterate 
.'savage that the Parliament of England had no regard to the 
Teiy first principles of their own liberties." 
I Only the preamble of that oppressire act is enough to rouse 
jthe blood of every generous Briton. — " We your Miyesty's 
'Bulyecte, the commons of Great Britain, etc., do give and 
igrant" — What? Their own property? No! The treaeure, 
the heart's blood of all your M^esty's dutiful and affectionate 
British-American subjects. 

But the time ia far spent. I will not tire your ^tleoRs,. 
It was once a fundamental maxim thai e\ev^ w^ii«*> VftJSi "Cos. 
Ifiame right to iiza life, liberty, propcrtif , and tlie laiu ■Oqs>S. ■** 
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Kiiig iiad to his crown ; and 'tis yet, I venture to say, as mucli 
as a crown is worth, to deny the Bubject his law, which ia his 
hirthright." 'Tis a, first principle " that Miycsty should not 
only shine in anna, but he armed with the laws." The admiTt- 
istrafion of jugtiee ia necessary to the very existence of govern- 
ments. Nothing can warrant the stopping tlie course of justice 
but the impossibility of holding courts, by reason of war, inva- 
sion, rebellion, or insurrection. This was law at a time when 
the whole island of Great Britain was divided into an infinite 
number of petty baronies and principalities ; as Germany is, at 
this day." Insurrections then, and even invasions, put tho 
whole nation into such confusion that justice could not faavo 
her equ!tl course ; eapecinlly as the kings in ancient times fi»- 
quently sat as judges," But war has now become so much of 
a science, and gives so little disturbance to a nation engaged, 
that no war, foreign or domestic, is a sufiicient reason for shut- 
ting up the courts. But, if it were, we are not in such a statfl^ 
bat far otherwise, the whole people being willing and demand- 
ing the full administration of justice. The shutting up of the 
courts is an abdication, a total dissolution of government. Who- 
ever takes from the king his executive power, takes from the 
king his kingship. "The laws which forbid a man to pursue 
his right one way, ought to be understood with this equitaUe 
restriction, that one Jiadn jiidi/e» to whom he may apjyly."" 

I can't but observe that cruel and unheard-of neglect of that 
ea^my to his king and country, the author of this Act, that, 
when all business, the very life and being of a commercial stat^ 
was to be carried on by the use of stamps, that wicked and 
execrable minister never paid the least regard to the miseries 
of this estensive continent, but suffered the time for the taking 
place of the Act to elapse months before a single stamp was 
received. Though this was a high piece of infidelity to tho 
interest of his royal master, yet it makes it evident that it 
eould never ho iutcuded, that if atampa wcta iiu^ ^\as Itul, " 



m 



JAMES OTIS 9 

should put a Btop to all justice, which is, tpsefiicfo,° a dissolu- 
tioD of society. 

It is a Btrange kind of law which we Lear advanced nowa- 
days, that beeause one unpopular Act can't be carried iuto exe- 
cution, that therefore there shall be an end of all law. We 
are not the firat people who have risen to prevent the execu- 
tion of a. law ; the very jwople of Eugknd themselvefi rose in 
opposition to the famous Jew-bill," and got that immediately 
repealed. And lawyers know that there are limits, beyond 
which, if parliaments go, their acta bind not. 

The king is always presumed to he present in his courts, 
holding out the law to his eul^ecte j and when he shuts his 
courts, he unkings himself in the most ese«ntial point. Magna 
Charta aniJ the other statutes are fiill, "that they will not 
defer, delay, nor deny any man justice " ; "that it shall not be 
commanded by the Great Seal° or in any other way, to dis- 
turb or delay common right." The judges of England are 
"not to counsel, or assent to anything which may turn to the 
damage or disherison of the crown." They are sworn not to 
deny to any man common right, by the king's letterB," nor none 
other man'e, nor for none other cause. Is not the dissolution 
of aociety a disherison" of the erown) The "justices are com- 
manded that they shall do even law and execution of right to 
all our Bubjeiits, rich and poor, without having regard to any 
person, without letting to do right for any letters or command- 
ment which may come to them, or by any other cause." 




John Adams was a scholar and a thinker ; he lacked, we 
are told, the emotional temperament whiuh usually charac- 
terizes the persuasive public speaker. His journals, his notes, 
and such of his speeches as have come down to us form a 
number of ponderous volumes, all giving evidence of his clear- 
ness of logical thought. They do not, in cold type, appeal to 
us aa strongly, from a purely emotional standpoint, as do the 
printed records of the utterances of Henry, Otis, and Warren. 
I But, when we re&ect that Adams and Quincy together pleaded 
fur the life of Preston mid his associates, we can understand how 
each by contrast showed the other's worth, and that he appeared 
together with Otis in the Stamp Act controversy ia a parallel 

1 Mr. Adams was a zealous patriot; and, like many another 

I' man of bis type, was little appreciated and often misunderstood 

I by hia political opponents. He was fiercely tenacious of his 

own opinions, yet he never allowed them to interfere with what 

I he held to be his duty, as is witnessed by hia defence of the 

1 British soldiers ; nor did the keenest political controversy ever 

' diminish the quality of his aFFcctioos, as is shown by his frieDd- 

ship with Je^crson, which lasted luitil the final hour of hia 

lite. Indeed, Jefieraon's name was the last one on his lips, aa 

L MJajrdjiag ia the stiusct of July 4, 1826, 

\ -Z I 
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ON BEHALF OF 'THE PEOPLE OF BOSTON, IN 
SUPPORT OF THE MEMORIAL OF DECEMBER 
18, 1765° 

DEC'EHBEIt20, 

Innumerable are the calamities wliicb flow from au iiitcrnip- 
tioii of justice. Necessity retiviirea that the doors of justice 
should ever be open to hear the corapluints of the injured and 
oppressed. 

The Stamp Act, I take it, is utterly voiii and of no binding 
force upon xia ; for it is against our rights m men and oui 
privil^ea as Englishmen." Au act made in deliance of thi 
first principles of justice ; an act which rips up the foundation 
of the British Constitution, and makea void maxims of eighteen 
hundred years' standing. 

Parliaments may err ; they are not infallible ; they have 
been refused to be submitteil to." An act making the king's 
proclamation to be law, the executive power adjudged absolutely 
Toid." The Stamp Act was made where we are in no sense 
represented ; therefore is no more binding upon us than an Act 
which should oblige us to destroy one-half of our species. 

There are certain principles vmalterably fixed in nature. 
Convention and compact are the requisites to make any law 
obligatory. That the subject is not bound by acts, when ' 
not repreaenteil, is a sound maxim of the law, and not peculiar 
to the British Constitution, but a maxim of the ancient Roman° 
Law, "What concerns all shall be judged of by all." 

The only reason of the power of the Parliament in England 
is because they are electeil by the people, who, if their liberties 
are infringed, have a check at the next election. Have Ameri- 
cana any such check? Have they any voice in dee'it»*-vvt>''> 
Parliament of Great Britain caubaveno^aOTaru^^.'wi' 
colonies tbaa a Pariiament of Pam. 
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This act has never been received from authority ; therefore, 
in a, legal seuBe, we know notiiing of it. • 

The necessities of business, the cries of the people, call aloud 
for justice. It has become impossible to execute this act, there- 
fore, if it were binding, we are excused by every law, human 
and divine, from a compliance with it. The King's Writs are 
ex debito Justitia;,'' and cannot be denied the subject. And ii 
Magna Charta it is said, '' We deny no man justice, we delay 
no man justice," 

[This simple hut effective introduction was followed by the 
presentation of the subject by James Otis, given with other 
work of his iu this volume. The closing words were spoken by 
Jeremy Gridley, under whom Otis had studied law. — Ed.] 
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a a certain roundness of utterance whieh is character- 
istic of Quinoy's writing and of some of hia reported epeeeliea 
It ia not modem, nor would its style be considered in good 
taste in our time, when more guarded utterance is held to be 
consistent. Quincy must, however, be judged by his youth ° 
and the standards of hiB time, together with the further consid- 
eration that he spoke aud wrote at a period full of intense 
Kithusiasm, when all America waa at fever heat. 

His pleas in support of the British soldiers, in 1770, in 
junction with Adams are a, proof of his power and of hia sin- 
cerity ; for he staked his all to defend these men — not for a 
fee" — -but from a sense of professional duty. 

It ia ujwn this very action which cost him bo much, that 
we of a. later generation base our estimate of hia power ; 
though there ia no lack of ability and enthusiasm displayed in 
his coutributiona to the BosUm Gazette, one of which ia here 
given for the student's consideration. It ia inpoasibk to g 
the whole of his defence of the soldiers ; hut such of it as 
here given, may lead the student to a further study. 

Quincy was graduated from Harvard in 1763, and made 
from that time, despite the precarious Btat« of his health, 
Buceeaa of his practice as a lawyer, and his loyalty as a patriot. 
< Hia fame is aecure while his country names him with Adams,., 
OtiB, and Warren — -his contemporaries, b.ia'\>^t:WnK» ■\a. "aSu^ 
and in Amoriean sentiment. 
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LETTER— SIGNED HYPERION" 

'Tis a political maxim that all government tends to despot- 
ism, and like the human frame brings at ita birth the latent 
seed which finally shall destroy the constitution. This 
melancholy trutli — ^but such is the lot of humanity. The ai^ 
of an ingenious physician may, indeed, for a time illnde thxi 
desperate poison, the skill of an able patriot may prolong 
awhile, the poUCical existence of a state ; but the constitutioit 
still hastens with increaaing velocity to inevitable death. This 
truth is founded in nature : Experience has, in every age, veri- 
fied this maxim of politics, and the approaching fate of out 
Mother Country shall but confirm the observation. 

An insatiable appetite, an enormous thirst of despotic Bwxf 
is a threatening symptom and sure presage of the fatal cataEH 
trophe of the eonstitntional system. A desire of absolute goi^ 
emment prompts to the extension of legal authority, and i 
like men, are precipitated headlong, by a boundless ambition, 
from the giddy precipice of power into the gulph" of ruin and 
destruction. Oh, Britain ! hold thy cruel hand, suspend the 
bloody sword an instant, and while, with an outstretched arm, 
thou art forcing from thy injured colonies one Bight after an- 
other, while even now thon art making the desperate 
which stabs the very vitals of thy children, reflect one siuglft 
moment upon the unnatural, the brutal action ; but if the di»- 
mal scene of woe, thy sons and daughters weltering in theii 
infant blood, touch not thy adamantine heart, look back to dis- 
tant ages, and see the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms ° I 
Behold their fate and learn thine own ! Such a retrospective 
view of grandeur and declension in former states will show the 
genuine origin of a nation's glory and magnificence, and mark 
the putrid source of its decUne and final disBolution. K«mem- 
^^ Sritain I buntsin uuture is everywhere the same, and 
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lar effects will always flow fiwin the same cause." An extensive 
conuneree will produce opulence ; rii;Les treate puwer ; these 
united soon beget inaatiaLIe luxury ; luxury, opulence, and 
power soon gender" fell oppression and a. hideous oflspriug ; the 
next immeiliate consequence, though varied according to the 
manners of the age and temper of the people, yet work certain 
death ; political ieeouomy° is quick destroyed," and sudden deso- 
lation shall swallow up the kingdom. 

The powers of the human mind were never made for an un- 
limited jurisdiction over the extensive realm of science, neither 
was the sceptre of civil society formed for arhitrary and univer- 
sal empire. The political, like the animal body is in the beat 
health, while the original constitution is kept pure and unde- 
bauched. But despotism has been the alliiriog syren," the 
enticing sorcereas of the moat fioiirishiug nations, whose his- 
tories are unrolled in the annala of fame. The boundless power 
of Itome was her mortal disease. Bonie trod the path that 
leads up to the high and lofty tower of dominion ; she tum- 
bled hewUong from the giddy elevation. Britain now totters 
on the same dreadful precipice ! The British flag and Komau 
standard flourished in the days of public viri'ue.° The one 
was disgraced and trampled nuder foot, when vice and tyranny 
reared their ejcecrable heads, the other shall snrely kiss the 
dust with like infamy. But, methinks, I hear my injured 
countrymen exclaim . . . What comfort doth this voice of 
prophecy afford ! To know the destined wrath" of an avenging 
Ood shall blast the head of Britain ; ta see our mother's honours 
kisB the dust, her chUdren, too, became the slaves of miscreant 
lordlings, to bear the galling yoke and cumteroua load of mer- 
ciless oppressors, doth rather add a terifold pang to the keen 
anguish of our heart's distress. We ! the sons of glorious 
Sires who nobly bled for civil and religious libevt^ to. ^Mafi* 
immortal field, who dauutlesa fought witt TOa.11.-3 «. 
woood the cause of freedom, and with laaii^ a. \>\v.'4\vvQ.?,\i<ni-* 
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god-liko, won the victory of the ilay, we and our children mnHt 
become tlie ignominiona slaves of haughty, cruel, and oppres- 
sive maatere 1 And that Britain, at some future x*^'^ 
ahall reoeive the full reward of all her crimes, her i^gravated 
guilt and her abhorred oppressions ia now the otdy word of' 
pence and conaoliition ! Think not, my countrymen ! I meant 
to Boothe you into peace, or lull your fears of tyranny asleep ji 
too well I know the loas of Liberty, the spectxe of departed, 
ireedoni, the terrors of approaching hondage will haunt you d^ 
and night, and harrow up your souls. No consolation can T 
whisper to my fellow-slaves and countrymen ; no lamp of hopa 
and pleasing expectation can I hold up to light our feet ii 
dark night of deep distress and woe. Our fathers sacrificed 
their blood^ — they died freemen — they purchased Liberty 
with death — they left the legacy of freedom to their o&pring., 
We, their sons, ehall leave a royal" giil of bondage to oup 
sons and daughters. Think you not, my brother-slaves, oii»- 
children will arise awl call us hUsseil" } — The valour nnd' 
the Hood of our forefathers purchased their freedom. The 
purple current of our noble anceatora still swells our veins — 
but oh the British Virtue's fled 1 — the ethereal tpark wbicb 
fired our fathers' blood ia quite extinct" I— the flames of patriot 
ism blaze no more ! Hence then all consolation ! — away ! - 

" Let no man speak of comfort"; 
Let's talk of graves and worms and epitaphs, 
Make dust our paper, and with rainy eyes 
Write sorrow on the bosom of the eartli I 
Let's chuse ° executors, and talk of wills 1 
And^et not so — for what can wc bequeath 
Save our depoedd bodies to the ground ? 
Onr lands, our lives, and all are Britain's, 
And nothing can we call our own, but Death ; 
And that small model" of the barren Karth 
Which serves as paste and cover to our bones ! " 
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DEFENCE OF THE BRITISH SOLDIERS 



'lanoun and you, gentlemen of the jury : . . . Pennit 
me to remind you of the importanue of thia trial, as it relates to 
the priaoDera. It iis for their lires I If we consider the number 
of persons iiow on trial, joined vith many other circumstances 
which might lie mentioned, it is by far the most important this 
country ever Baw." Remember the ties you are under to the 
priaoners, and even to yourselves. The eyes of all are fipon you. 
Patience in hearing this cause ia an essential requisite ; randor 
and caution are no less essential. It is tedious and painful to 
attend so lengthy a trial ; but remember tbe time which has been 
taken up by the crown in the opening. By every bond of hu- 
manity and justice, we claim equal indulgence ; nay, it is of 
high importance to your country, that nothing should appear on 
this trial to impeach our justice or stain our humanity. Anil 
here, let me remind you of a notion which has certainly been too 
prevalent, and guard you against its banefu) influences. An 
opinion haa been entertained by many among us, that the life 
of a soldier was of Tery little value ; of much less value than 
others of the community. The law, gentlemen, knows no such 
distinction ; the life of a soldier is viewed by the equal eye of 
the law, as estimable as the life of any other citizen, I cannot 
any other way account for what I mention, but by supposing 
that the indigence and poverty of a soldier — the toils of his 
life — the severity of discipline to which he is exposed — the 
precarious tenure by which he is generally thought to hold hia 
life, in tbe summary decisions of a court-martial, have conspired 
to propagate a sentiment of this kind ; but a little, ^.ttsa^Jia^'w 
the human heart will diseipate Uiia notiow. T'ae w?i.K«k "w^m* 
his oboice, like all othei's, of \m course oS ^fe- ^* ™^ 
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equal right, with you or roe, bo to do. It is beat we should no 
all think alike. Habit makes all things agreeable. What a 
tirst was irksome, aoon becomes pleasing. But does experienfl 
teach that misery begets in geueral an hatred of life "i B 
means ; we all reluct ° at death ; we lung for one short » 
more ; we grasp, with anxioua solicitude, even afi«r a wreteliei 
existence. God and nature have ° implanted this love of li& 
Expel, therefore, Irom your breasts, an opinion so unwarrantabl 
by any law, human or divine ; let not anything so injurious t 
the prisonerB, who value life as much as you ; let not anythiiij 
eo repugnant to all justice have influence in this trial. Tfai 
reputation of the country depends much ou your conduct, gen^ 
tlemeu ; and may I not add, justice calls aloud for candor i; 
hearing, and impartiality in deciding this cause, which haa, pei 
haps, too much engrossed our afTeotiona ° ; and, — I speak fixe 
one, — too much excited our passions. The law by which t' 
prisoners are to be tried, is a law of merey, — a law applying t< 
us all — a law, Judge Blackatone will tell us, "founded v 
principles that are permanent, uniform, and universal, alwa; 
conformable to the feelings of humanity and the indelible righti 
of mankind." How ought we all, who are to bear a part in thl 
day, to aim at a strict adherence to the principles of this law — 
how ought we all to aim at utterly eradicating every undue bijii 
of the judgment — a bias subversive of all justice and humanity 
Another opinion equally foreign to truth and law has bea 
adopted by many. It hafi been thought that no passible caw 
could happen in which a soldier could fire, without the aid of ( 
civil magistrate. This is a great mistake — a very unhapK 
mistake, indeed! — one, I am afrai<l, that had its influence or 
the fatal night which we all lament." The law, as t^ the prec 
ent point, puts citizen and soldier nuder equal restraint. Whal 
will justify ttnd mitigate the action of the one, will do the si 
to the other. Let us bear this invariably in min d, in evaitiii 
-f^^ eniieoee. Bat, befure we proceui to t,Uta eutxiitaBiuisi,Mi| 
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take a transient view of some oecurrencea preceding and subae- 
qiient to the melaachnly fifth of March." About some five or 
six yeara ago, it is well known, certain measures were «loptod 
by the British parliament, which gave a general alarm to this 
conCisent. Measures were altemat«ly " taken, iu Great Britain, 
that awakened jealousy, resentment^ fortitude, aud vigilance. 
Affiurs continued long fluctuating. A seutiment universally 
prevailed that our dearest rights were invaded. 
business here to inquire touching these delicate points. These 
are concemmenta," which, however interesting or important in 
themselves, we must keep far away from us when in a court of 
law. It poisons justice, wlien politics tincture its current." I 
need not inform yoii how the tide rose, as we were advancing 
towards the present timefl. The general attention became more 
and more roused — people became more alike in opinion a 
practiee. A vast majority thought all that was dear was at 
stake — sentiments of liberty, property, ignominious bondage, 
— all conspire" to increase the ferment. At this period the 
troops land." Let us liere pause and view ° the citizen and sol- 
dier. The causes of grievances being thus spread far and wide, 
the inhabitants viewed the soldiery as called in, foreign irom 
their prime institution, to force obedience to acts which v 
general, deemed subversive of natural sr well as constitutional 
freedom. With regard to the universal prevalence of ideas of 
this kind, it does not fall within our present plan to give you 
direct positive evidence. It would be too foreign to the present 
issue, though pertinent enough, when considereil as a clue to 
springs and motivea of action, and as an additional aid to form 
' a jnat judgment in our present inquiry. You, gentlemen, who 
come from the body of the county," are prewimed to know these 
fiicta, if they are trne ; nay, their notoriety must be such, if I 
am not mistaken in my conjecture, that the justice of ray obser- 
vation on this matter must be certaiulj co\\6via.*i Vj -^onk w*^ 
experience. 1 presume not in this, ot any ot\\CT mattK^ ^ ^ 
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U) prescribe to you ; if theae Bentiments are wrong, they ought 
to have no influence; if right, they ought certainly to have 
their due weight. 

I say, gentlemen, — and appeal to you for the truth of what 
I Bay, — that mauy on this c^oiitinent viewed their chains an 
already forged; they saw fettera as prepared; they beheld the 
soldiers as fastening and riveting for agea the shackles of their 
bondage. With the justness of these apprehensions, you and 
I have nothing to do in this place. Disquisitions of this sort 
are for the senate and the eharaber of council — they are for 
statesmen and politicians, who take a latitude in thoughts and 
actions ; but we, gentlemen, are confined in our excursions, by 
the rigid rules of law." Upon the real, actual existence of 
these apprehensions in the eommunity, we may judge — they 
are facts falling properly within our cognizance — and hitherto ° 
ve may go, but no further. It is my duty, and I ought to 
impress it on your minds; and you, gentlemen, ought to re- 
tain the impression. You are to determine on the facts com- 
ing to your knowledge. You are to think, judge, and act as 
jurymen, and not aa statesmen. Matters being thus circiun- 
Btanceil, what might be expected) No room was left fix 
cordiality and friendship. Disconteut was seated on almort, 
every brow. Instead of that hospitality, that the solditf 
thought himself entitled to, scorn, contempt, and silent mut^ 
mure were his reception. Almost every countenance lowered 
with a discontented gloom, and scarce an eye but flashed in* 
dignaut fire. Turn and contemplate the camp. Do wo find a 
more favorable appearance) The soldier had his feelings, hiri 
sentiments, and his charauteristtc passions also. The constitu- 
tion of our government has provided a stimulus for his aSeo- 
tton ; the pride of conscious virtue, the sense of valor, ttift 
point of honor. The law hail taught him to think favoraU^ 
of himself, Imd taught him to consider himself, as peculiart]r> 
sppoiiited for the safeguard and defence of hia country. Ha 
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hod heard that he put not off the citizen when be entered the 
camp ; but beeauHe he was a citizen and wished to continue bo, 
he made himself for a while a soldier. How stinging it waa 
to be stigmatized, as the instrument of tyranny and opprea- 
sion ! how exasperating to be viewed as aiding to enthrall his 
country ! He felt his heart glow with an ardor, which he took 
for a love of liberty and his country, and had formed to himself 
no design fatal to its privilege. He recollected, no doubt, that 
he had heretofore exposed himself for its service. He had 
bared his bosom in defence of hia native soil, and as yet felt the 
smart of wounds received in conflict for his king and country. 
Could that spirit which had braved the shafts of foreign 
battle, brook the keener wounils of civil contest) The arrows 
which now pierced him, pierced as deep and rankled more than 
those of former times. Is it rational to imagine much har- 
mony could long subsist? 

We must take hunuin nature as we find it, and not vainly 
imagine that all things are to become new, at Buch a criaiB." 
There are an order of men in every com mou wealth, who never 
reason, but always act from fcoUngs. That their rights and 
liberties were filched away one after another, tbey had often 
been told. They had been taught by those whom they be- 
lieved that the axe was laid low to the root of the tree, and 
one more stroke completed its fall. It was in vain to expect 
to aQence or subdue these emotions by reasons, soothings, or 
dangers. A beUef, that nothing could be worse than the ca- 
lamities which seemed inevitable, had extended iteelf on all 
sides, and arguments drawn from such sourcea ha<l little in- 
fluence. Each day gave rise to new occurrences which increased 
animosities. Heart-burnings, beats, and bickerings became 
more and more extensive. Reciprocal insults soured the tem- 
per, mutual injuries embittered the passions. Can we "tttsaAsa. 
that when everything tended to some m\ioT\,a,ft\. wlC\«^, "i^^*^ 
period so soon arrived J Will not oui wowXci >» wtfseaaoi-^ 
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fiud the crisis no sooner taking place, when BO many cirnim- 
Btancea united to hasten its ]ij.ipruaj?h 1 To use an allusion 
somewhat homely, may we not wouJur that the a.ci'1 and the 
alkali did uot sooner ferment ° \ A thought here imperceptibly 
forces itself on our rainda, and we are led to be astonisheii tliat 
persons so diacordant in opinion, so opposite in views, attach- 
menta, and connectioua should be stationed together. But 
here, gentlemen, we inuat stop. If we pursue this inquiry, at 
this time and in this place, we shall be in danger of doing great 
injustice. We shall get beyond our limits. The right of 
quartering b'oops in this province must be discussed at a dif- 
ferent tribunal." The conatitntional legality, the propriety, the 
espediMicy of their appointment, are questions of state, not to 
be determined, nor even agitateil by us in this court It is 
enough for iis if the law takes notice of them ° when thus attir 
tioned ; if it warrants their continuance ; if it protects them 
in their quarters. They were sent here by that authority 
ivbich our laws know ; they were qiiartered here, as I take it, 
agreeable to an act of the British parliament ; they were 
ordered here by your sovereign and mine. 



The pomp of funeral," the horrors of death have been aofl 
delineated, as to give a spring to our ideas, and to inspire %l 
glow incompatible with sound, deliberative judgment. In thuif 
Bitnation, every passion haa alternately been predominant. The 
have, each in itfl turn, subsideil in degree, and they have somo^ 
times ^vea place to despmndcnce, giiof, and soiro 
careful should wc be, that ve do not mistake the impreasioBfl 
of gloom and melancholy, for the dictates of reason and trutbrl 
How careful, lest horue awuy by a torrent of passLon, we n 
shipwreck of conacienre. 

Perhaps you may bo told, gentlemen, as I rememi 
avd, ai the late trial," that paBsions were like the flux » 
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reflux of the sea — the highest tiilca always jirmluping the 
lowest ebbs. But let it be noticed that the tide, in uur polit- 
ical oeean, has yet never tumeil ; certainly the ciirrent has never 
Bet toward the opposite quarter. However similes may illus- 
trate, they never go for proof Though I believe that it will 
be found that if the tide of I'esentment has not risen of late, it 
has been because it had reached its auinmit. In the same 
mode of phraseology, if so homely an expression may be used, 
perhaps, as the seamen say, it has been high water slack " ; 
but I am satisfied the current ha^ not yet altered its coiirw 
in favor of the prisonera at the bar. Many things yet ex 
auBBcieot to keep alive the glow of indignation, I have aimed 
at Becaring you against the catching flame. I have endeavored 
to discharge my duty in this respect. What success will follow 
those endeavors, depends on you, gentlemen. If being told of 
your danger will not produce caution, nothing will. If you a 
determined in opinion, it ia in vain to say more ; but if you a 
zealous inquirers after tnitb, if you are willing to heat with 
impartiality, to examine and judge for yourselves, enough has 
been said to apprize you of those avenues at whirh enemies 
tnith and justice are most likely to enter, and most easily to 
beset you. 
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JOSEPH WARREN 

1741-1775 

Joseph Wakbbn is justly fam&l among Araericana aa tlie^ 
of a man who can support his principles to the death, 
not the least illnstrious name on Harvard's roll of her patriotic 
dead. He practised medicine in Eoaton from 1759 until I' 
country's needs ma<]e him a soldier at Lexington in 1775. 

The young physician espoused the cause of liberty eiarnestly ■ 
and fearlessly. His two orations of March 5, 1772, and 1775 ' 
on tiie Boston Massacre are the groundwork for hia ferae as a 
public speaker. The second of these was delivered at a time " 
when public feeling ran so high that his utterance was fraught 
with great danger to himself; hcnco it is the more frequently 
quoted. But the earlier oration is more forcible and less higUy ' 
colored, and, on the whole, is more fairly valuable as the 
expression of a man who dared support his plea for freedom a 
Joseph Warren did, with ball and tutyonet, on that memorable 
June 17, 1775, at Bunker Hill. 

The fact that he died so young, and that, despite his youth, 
he had achieved a high place as professional man, patriot, and 
orator, lends to the name of AVarren and to everything that 
suggests him a romantic iuterest such aa invests the memory < 
of young Nathan Hale, Yale's famous martyr to the cause Ot 
freedom. 

Webster says, in hia second Bunker Hill Oration, refeirii^ to < 

Warren, that " Wheresoever among men a heart shall be found i 
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that beats to the transporta of patriotism and liberty, its aspi- 
ration ehall lie to claim kindred with his spirit." 



Boston, March 6,1772° 

When we turn over the historic page, and trace the rise and 
iall of states and empires, the mighty revohitions which have 
80 often varied the face of the world strike our minds with 
solemn surprise, and we are nntuntlly led to endeavor to search 
out the causes of such astonishing changes. 

That man is formed for soiiial life is an observation which, 
upon our first inquiry, presents itself immediately to our vi 
and our reason approves that wise and generous principle 
which actuated the first founders of civil government, an insti- 
tution which hath its origin in the weakness of individuals, 
and hath for its end the strength and security of all ; and so 
long aa the means of effecting this important end are thoroughly 
known and religiously attended to government is one of the 
richest blessings to mankind, and ought to be held in 
highest veneration. 

In young and new-formod communities the grand design of 
thiA institution is most generally understood and the most 
strictly guarded ; the motives which urged to the social c 
pact cannot be at once forgotten, and that equality which is 
remembered to have subsisted bo lately among them prevents 
those who are clothed with authority from attempting to invade 
the freedom of thoir hretliren ; or, if such an attempt be made, 
it prevents the community from snffering the offender to 
unpunished ; every meiubtr feels it to he his int^reat, a.i«L "««««* 
it to be his duty to preserve inviolate the coaatiWuisiti Qtv-«\si.^ 
the ^W/c eaiety depends, and he ia eqvkafiv "k®^ '^ asKi^v 
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magistrate in the esecution uf tLe laws and the subject in 
defense of his right, and ed long 6a this noble attachment to &, 
eonstitntion, founded on free and benevolent principles, exista 
in full Tigor, in any state, that state must be flourishing and! 
happy. 

It was this noble attachment to a iree Constitution ° whicb.' 
raised ancient Rome from the smallest beginnings to that bright 
Bununit of happiness and glory to which she arriTed, and it . 
vaa the loas of this which plunged her from that Biunrait into 
the black gulf of infamy and slavery. It was tiiis attachment! 
which inspired her Senators with wisdom ; it was this whiciir 
glowed in the breast of her heroes ; it was this which guarded^ 
her liberties and extended her dominions, gave peace at honu^ 
and commanded respect abroad, and when this decayed, hot; 
magistrates lust their reverence for justice and the laws, and 
degenerated into tyrants and oppressors ; her senators, forgetful 
of their dignity, and Beduced by base conniption, betrayed their 
country ; her soldiers, regardless of their relation to the com- 
munity, and urged only by the hopes of plunder and rapine, 
unfeelingly committeAl the most flagrant enormities j and, hired 
to the trade of death, with relentless fury they perpetrated the 
most cruel murders, whereby the streets of Home were drenched 
with her noblest blood. Thus the empress ° of the world lost 
her dominions abroad ; and her inhabitants, dissolute in their 
manners, at last became contented slaves, and she stands to-day 
the scorn and derision of natione, and a monument of thia 
eternal truth, — that public happiness depends on a virtuous 
and unshaken attaehmcnt to a free Constitution. 

It was this attachment to a Constitution," founded on free 
and benevolent principles, which inspired the tirst settlers of 
this country, — they saw with grief the daring outrages com- 
mitted on the free Constitution of their native land, — they 
knew nothing but a civil war could, at any time, i-estore ita 
jiriBtJae purity. So hard was it to resolve to imbrue their 
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hands in the blood of their brethren, that they chose rather to 
quit ° their fair possessions and seek another habitation in a 
distant clime. When they came to this new world, which they 
fairly purchased of the Indian ° natives, the only rightful pro- 
prietors, they cultivated the then barren soil by their incessant 
labor, and defended their dear-bought possession with the for- 
titude of the Christian and the bravery of the hero. 

After various struggles, which, during the tyrannic reigns of 
the house of Stuart,® were constantly kept up between right 
and wrong, between liberty and slavery, the connection between 
Great Britain and this colony was settled in the reign of King 
William and Queen Mary by a compact, the conditions of which 
were expressed in a charter,® by which all the liberties and im- 
munities of British subjects were confided to this province, as 
fully and as absolutely as they possibly could be by any human 
instrument which can be devised. And it is undeniably true 
that the greatest and most important right of a British subject 
is that he shall be governed by no laws but those to which he, 
either in person or by his representatives, hath given his con- 
sent ; and this, I will venture to assert, is the great basis of 
British freedom ; it is interwoven with the Constitution, and 
whenever this is lost, the Constitution must be destroyed. 

The British Constitution, of which ours is a copy, is a happy 
compound of the three forms, under some of which all govern- 
ments may be ranged ; namely, monarchy, aristocracy, and 
democracy ; of these three the British legislature is composed, 
and without the consent of each branch, nothing can carry with 
it the force of a law ; but when a law is to be passed for raising 
a tax, that law can originate only in the democratic branch, 
which is the House of Commons in Britain and the House of 
Representatives here.® The reason is obvious : they and their 
constituents are to pay much the largest part of it ; but as the 
aristocratic branch, which in Britain \«> \.\\^ ^^xisfc <^1 Xjrjl^^ 
stnd in this proYmcG the Coundl, axe a\ao Xr> ^^ ^^ss^^ ^"^sN*, 
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tlieir consent is necessary ; and as the monarchic branch which 
in Britain is the King, and with us either the King in person 
or the Governor whom he shall be pleased to appoint in his 
stead, is supposed to have a. Just sense of his own interest, 
which ia that of all the Bubjecta in general, hia consent is aleo 
necessary, and when the consent of these three branches is 
obtained, the taj^tion is most certainly legal. 

Let us now allow ourselves a few moments to examine the 
late acts ° of the British Parliament for taxing America. Let 
lis with candor judge whether they are constitutionally binding 
upon UH ; if they are, in the name of justice let us submit to 
them, without one murmuring word. 

First, I would ask whetlier the members of the British 
House of Commons are the democracy of this province T if they 
are, they are either the people of this province or are elecW 
by the people of this province to represent them, and huv^ 
therefore, a constitutional right to originate a bill for taxing 
them ; it is most ceriiain they are neither, and therefore noth- 
ing done by them can be said to be done by the democratic 
branch of our Constitution. I would nest ask whether the 
lords who compose the aristocratic branch of the Legislature 
are peer» " of Arnica. I never heard it was (even in these 
extraordinary times) so much as pretended ; and if they are 
not, certainly no act of theirs can be said to be an act of the 
aristocratic branch of our Constitution. The power" of the 
monarchic branch we, with pleasure, acknowledge resides in 
the King, who may act either in person or by his representa- 
tive ; and I freely confess that I can see no reason why a proo- 
lamatiou° for raising revenues in America, issued by the King's 
sole authority, would not be equally consistent with our own 
Constitution, nnd therefore equally binding upon us with the 
late acts of the British Parliament for taxing us; for it ia 
plain that if there is any validity in those a^'ts, it must arise 
j>/iijge£iier £vm the monaidtieaX branch of the Legialaturc ; at ' 



in^ 



JOaSPH WARREN 29 

I further think thnt it would be, at least, as equitable ; for I 
do not conceive it to be of the least importance to us by whom 
our property is taken away, m long as it is taken without our 
consent ; and I am very much at a loss to know by w hat figure 
of rhetoric the inhabitants of this province can be called Iree 
Bu^ectB, when they are obliged to obey implicitly such laws as 
are made for them by men three tliousaud miles otf, whom they 
know not, and whom they never empowered to act for them, 
or how they can be said to have property, when a hotly of men 
over whom they have not the least control, and who are not in 
any way accountable to them, shall oblige them to deliver up 
pMt, or the whole of their substance, without even asking their 
consent ; and yet, whoever pretends that the late acts of the 
British Parliament for taxing America ought to be deemed 
binding upon us, must admit at once that ^e are absolute 
slavce, and have no property of our own ; or else that we may 
be treemen, and at the same time under the necessity of obey- 
ing the arbitrary command of those over whom we have no con- 
trcJ or influence, anil that we may have property of our own, 
which is entirely at the disposal of another. Such gross ab- 
Buitlities, I believe, wUl not be relished in this enlightened age, 
and it can be no matter of wonder that the people quickly 
perceived and seriously complained of the inroads which these 
acta must unavoidably make upon their liberty, and of the 
hasard to which their whole property is, by them, exposed ; 
for if they may he taxed without their consent, even in 
Bmallest trifle," they may also, without their consent, he deprived 
of everything they possess, although never so valuable, never so 
dear. Certainly it never entereil the hearts of our ancestors 
that after so many dangers in this then desolate wildemi 
their hard-earned property should be at the disposal of the 
British Parhament ; and as it was soon found that tbi* *ai.^3i.- 
tion could not l>e supported by reason aw\ a.ignn'svA!, v^.'staea**' 
necessBTc that one ajit of oppression. &\vciw\A "^w e-oXOTCs*- "Wi W^ 
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other, and therefore contraiy to our just rights i 
or ut least having a just title to posaess, all the Uberties and 
immunitiea of British sabjeuts, a st-auding army was established 
among us la time of peace ; and evidently for the purpose of 
effecting that, which it was oite priauipal desigu of the found- 
ers of the constitution to prevent when they declared a stand- 
ing ° army in a time of peace to be against law; namely, for 
the enforcement of obedience to acts which, upon fair examinit' 
tion, appeared to be unjust and UDconstitutional. 

The ruinous consequences of standing armies may be seen in 
the histories of Syracuse, Rome, and many other once flouriBhr 
ing states, some of which have now scarce a name ! Their 
baneful infiuence is most suddenly felt, when they are placed in 
populous cities ; for, hy a corruption of morals, the puUic hap-^ 
pinesa is immediately affected ; and that this is one of the effects 
of quartering troops in a populous city is a tnith to which 
many a mourning parent, many a lost, despairing child in this' 
metropolis, must bear a very melancholy testimony." Soldien 
are also taught to consider arms as the only arbiters by which 
every dispute is to be decided between contending states ; th^ 
are instructed implicitly to obey their commaudera, without in* 
quiring into the justice of the cause thej are engaged to bu|^ 
port ; hence it is, that they are ever to be dreaded as the rea^' 
engines of tyranny and oppression. And it is too observaUo 
that they are prone to introduce the snme mode of decision in 
the disputes of individuaia," from thence have often arisen great 
animosities between them and the inhabitants, who, whilst in a 
naked,' defenseless state, are frequently insulted and abused by 
an armed soldiery. Ami this will be more especiaUy the case 
when the troops are informed that the intention of their being; 
stationed in any ctty is to overawe the inhabitants. That this 
was the avowed design of stationing an armed force in this 
town is BuiBciently known ; anil we, my fellow-citizens, bavfl' 
ysasij wo hu ve ielt the tragical effects. The Ia,tal fifth o£ ' ' 



1770, can never be forgotten. The horrora of that dreadful 
night are but too deeply impressed on our hearts. Language 
is too feeble to paint the emotions of our souls, when our streets 
were atiuned with the blood of our brethren, when our ears 
were wounded by the groans of the dying, and our eyes were 
tormented with the eight of the mangled bodies of the dead. 
When our alarmed imagination preaente*! to our view our 
houses wrapt in flames, our children subjected to the barbarous 
caprice of a raging soldiery, our beauteous virgins exposed 
to all the insolence of unbridled passion, our virtiious wives, 
endeared to ub by every tender tie, falling a sacrifice to worse 
than brutal violence, and perhaps like the famed Lucretia," dis- 
tracted with anguish and despair, ending their wretched lives 
by their own fair hands. When we beheld the authors of our 
distress paraiUng in our streets, or drawn up in a regidar bat- 
talia," as though in a hostile city, our hearts beat to arms ; we 
snatched our weapons, almost resolved by one decisive stroke 
to avenge the death of our slaughtered brethren, and to secure 
from future danger all that we held most dear ; but propitious 
heaven forbade the bloody carnage and saved the Uireatened 
victinis of our too keen resentment, not by their discipline, not 
by their regular array, — no, it was royal George's livery that 
proved their shield, — it was that which turned the pointed 
engines of destruction from their breasts. The thoughts of 
vengeance were soon buried in our inbred affection to Great 
Britain, and calm reason dictated a method of removing the 
troops, more mild than an immediate resource to the sword. 
With united eftbrts you urged the immediate departure of the 
troops from the town ; yon urged it with a resolution which 
insured success; you obtained your wishes, and the removal" 
of the troops was effected without one drop of their blood being 
shed by the inhabitants. 

The immediate actors in the tragedy of that M\i^\."«ew. «i 
rendered to juetice. It is not m\n» to eaj \yo"« fex "Cok^ "^ 
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giiilty. They have Leen tried by the country, anJ aequitte^J 
of murder." And they are not to be again arraigned at a 
earthly bar ; but eiirely the men who have promiscuous^ 
scattered death amidst the iunoceut inhabitants of a populan 
city ought to see well to it tiiat they are prepared to stand i 
the bar of an Omniscient Judge ! And all who contrived i 
enoourageil the stationing of troops in this place, have reason 
of eternal importance to reflect with deep contrition c 
base designs, and humbly to repent of their base machinations 

The infatuation which hath seemed, for a number of j 
to prevail iu tlie British councils, with regard to ns, ia trol 
aatonishing ! What can be proposed by the repeated attacl 
made upon our freedom, I really cannot surmise, even leavii] 
justice and humanity out of the question. I do not know oi 
single advantage which can arise to the British nation from oB 
being enslaved ; — I know not of any gains which can be w 
from U9 by oppreaaion, which they may not obtain from n 
our own consent, in the smootJi channel of commerce ; 
the wealth and prosperity of Britain ; we contribute large^ t 
both. Doth what we contribute lose all its value, because it ii 
done voluntarily 1 The amazing increase of riches to Britain, tT 
great rise of the value of her lands, the flourishing state of h 
navy, are striking proofs of the advantages derived to ° her fin 
her commerce with the Colonies ; and it is our earnest desire th 
she may still continue to enjoy the same emoluments, until h 
streets are paved with American gold ; only let us have th 
pleasure of calling it our own, while it is in our hands ; bi 
this, it seems, is too great a favor — we are to be governed 1 
the absolute command of others ; our property is to be taki 
away without our coiment ; if we complain, our compltunts a 
treateil with contempt ; if we assert our rights, that a 
is deemed insolence; if we humbly offer to submit the matt€ 
to the impartial decision of reason, the sword is judged t" 
moat pTvper argument to silence our murmurs [ But t~ 
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cannot long be the case — surely the British nation will not 
suffer the reputation of their justice ami their honor to be thus 
sported away Ly a capricious miuistry ; no, they will iu a short 
time open their eyes to their true interest ; they uourish in their 
breasts a noble love of liberty ; they hold her dear, and they 
know that all who have once x^ossessed her charms had rather 
die than suffer her to be torn from their embraces ; they are 
also sensible that Britain is so deeply interested in the prosperity 
of the Colonies that she must eventually feel every wound given 
to their freedom ; they cannot be ignorant that more dependence 
may be placed on the affections of a brother than on the forced 
sen-ice of a slave ; they must approve your efforts for the pres- 
ervation of your rights ; from a sympathy of soul they must 
pray for your success ; and I doubt not but they will ere long 
exert themselves effectually to redress your grievances. Even 
the dissolute reign of Charles II., when the Hdubc of Commons 
impeached the Earl of Clarendon of high treason, the first article 
on which they founded their accusation was tliat " he had de- 
signed a standing array to be raised, and to govern the Itingdom 
thereby." And the eighth article was that " he had introduced 
an arbitrary government into his Mtyesty's plantation"" — a ter- 
rifying example to those who are now forging chains for this 
country! 

You have, my friends and countrymen, fnistrated the designs 
of your enemies by your unanimity and fortitude ; it was your 
union and determined spirit which expelled those troops 

I who polluted your streets with innocent blood. Yon have 
• ' appointed this anniveianry aa a standani memorial of the 

I I Moody conaequences of placing an anned force in a populous 
I force, and of yonr deliverance from the dangers which then 
' I seemed to bang over your heads ; I am confident that you 
L never will betray the least want of spirit when. ca-VVwi ■>s^ss» 
J to guard your freedom. None but they wVo s^ o. i^*' "^^k-- 
l upon the blessings of liberty are woithj to eoio-j \iet — !**«■ 
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son ; iiae every metiod in your power to secure yuur rights ; at 
least prevent the curses of posterity from being heaped upon 
your memories. 

If you, with united zeal and fortitude, oppose the torrent 
of oppression ; if you feci the true lire of patriotism burning in 
your hreaata ; if you, from your souls, despise the most gaudy 
dresB that slavery can weur ; if you really prefer the lonely 
cottage (whilst blest with liberty) to gilded palaces, surrounded 
with the ensigns of slavery, you may have the fullest assur- 
ance that tyranuy, with her whole accursed train, will hide 
their hideous^heads in confusion, shame, and despair; if you 
perform your part, you must have the strongest confidence that 
the same Almighty Being who protected your pious and venerable 
forefathers, who enabled them to turn a barren wilderness into 
a fruitful iield, who so often made bare his arm for their solva- 
tion, will still be mindful of you, their offepring. 

May this Almighty Being graciously preside in all our coun- 
cils I May He direct us to such measures as He himself shall 
approve and be pleased to bless ! May we ever be a people 
favored of God ! May our land be a land of liberty, the seat 
of virtue, the asylum of the oppressed, a name and a praise in 
the whole earth, until the last shock of time shall bury the 
empires of the world in one common tm distinguished ruin ! 




i 



JOHN HANCOCK 

1737-ntt3 

OtJLiKE many of his cou temporaries, John Hancock \ 
rot, and had. never heeii, connected with the an-called "learned' 
professions." He ia a type of the eoUege-bred American meav 
chant. A Harvard graduate, a man of vast wealth and of 
important business connections, we find him referred to, wheQ 
he was twenty-five years old, as modest, generous, just, and 
deservedly popular ; for like his contemporaries, he had macbf 
to lose by adhering to the cause of the people ; ' ' ' 
always consistently patriotic. Mr. Hancock was one of those 
who3e vesaela Buffered under the custom-house tyranny i 
1765-1770 ; and when the offences became violent on botS 
Bides, and terminated in the Bostou Massaere of 1770, he wa 
one of the citizens who urged upon the Governor the remova 
of the obnoxious troops. It seems fitting, therefore, that ft 
should have made this alfray the theme of his discourse ; bn) 
it appears somewhat strange that this some speech should liM 
the only authentic record of public utterance of its kind on thi 
part of one, seeraingly so fitted to stir the spirits of men witl 
the " aingrilnr dignity and grace " of his words. 

THE BOSTON MASSACRE 



Men, Brethren, Fathers, aod Fellow-Couiitrymen : The i 
ientive gravity, tfae veneraWe appeaiauiie of tUia cTOwded aui 
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«nce ; the dignity which I behold in the countenancea of ho 
many in this vast aflsembly ; the solemnity of the occ^ion on 
whiuh we have met together, joined to a consideration of the 
part 1 am to take in the important businesB of this day, fill 
me with an swe hitherto unknown, and heighten the eense 
which I have ever had uf my unworthineRB to fill this Bacreil 
desk." But, allured by the call of boiup of my reHpected 
folio w-citizena, with whose retjuest it is always my greateat 
pleasure to comply, I almost forgot my want of abiUty to 
perform what they required. In this situation, 1 find my only 
support in assuring myaell" that H generous people will not severely 
censure what they know was well intended, though its want of 
merit flhould prevent their being able to applaud it And I 
pray that my sincere attachment to the interest of my country, 
and the hearty detestation of every design formed against her 
liberties, may be admitted as some apolo^ for my appearance 
in this place. 

I have always, ihim my'earlieat youth, rejoiced in the felicity 
of my fellow-men ; and have ever considered it iis the indis- 
pensable duty of every member of society to promote, as far as 
in him lies, the prosperity of every individual, but more 
especially of the community to which he belongs ; and also aa 
a faithful subject of the State, to use his utmost endeavors to 
detect, and having detected, strenuously to oppose eveiy traitor- 
ous plot which its enemies may devise for its destruction. Se- 
curity to the persons and properties of the governed is so 
obviously the design and end of civil government, that to 
attempt a logical proof of it, would be like burning tapers 
at noonday to assist the sun in enlightening the world j and it ' 
cannot be either virtuous or honorable to attempt to support a 
government of which this is not the great and principal basis ; 
and it is to the last degree vicious and infamous to attempt to 
support a government which manifestly teaia \n leoSi'et *»- 
I an<] properties of the go\e"m(A wi»at^\«>i. "^ 
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boast of being friends to govemmenf ; I am a friend to right- 
eous government, to a government founded upon the prindplee 
of reason and justice ; but 1 glory in publicly avowing my 
eternal enmity to tyranny. Is the present system, which the 
British administration have adapted for the government of the 
colonies, a, righteous government, or is it tyranny T Here suffer 
me to ask (and would to Heaven there could be an answer) 
vbat tenderneBH, what regard, respect, or consideration has- 
Great Britain shown, in their ° late transactions, for the secU' 
rity of the persons or properties of the inhabitants of the colo- 
nies T Or rather what have they omitted doing to destroy that 
security? They have declared that they have ever had, and 
of right ought ever to have, full power to make laws of siiffi- 
dent validity to bind the colonies in all cases whatever. They 
have exercised this pretended right by imposing a tax oa 
us without our consent ; and lest we should show some reluo- 
tance at parting with our property, her° fleets anil armies are 
Dent to enforce their mad pretensions. The town of Boston, 
ever faithful to the British Crown, has been invested by a 
British fleet ; the troops of George III. have crossed the wide 
Atlantic, nut to engage an enemy, but to asBist a band of 
traitora in trampling on the rights and liberties of his most 
loyal subjects in America — those righl« and liberties which, 
as a father, he ought ever to regard, and as a King, he is 
bound, in honor, to defend from violation, even at the risk of 
bis own life. 

Let not the history of the illustrious house of Brunswick 
inform posterity, that a King, descended from that glorioua"' 
monarch, George II., once sent his British subjects to conquer 
and enslave his subjects in America. But be perpetual in&mj 
entailed upon that villain " who dared to advise his master tia.^ 
such execrable mensureH ; for it was easy to foresee the conse-^ 
quences whii^h so natiiniUy followed upon sending troops into 
Ameriat, to enforce obedience to acts of the British Parliament^, 
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wliich neither God nor man ever empowered them to make. It 
was reasonable to expect that troops, who knew the errand they 
were sent upon, would treat the people whom they were to sub- 
jugate with a cruelty and haughtiness which too often buries 
the houorable cbarftcter of a soldier in the disgraceful name of 
an unfeeling ruffian. The troops, upon their first arrival, took 
possession of our senate- house, "and pointed their cannon against 
the judgment-hall, and even continued them there whilst the 
supreme court of judicature for this province was actually sitting 
there to decide upon the lives and fortunes of the King's snl>- 
jectB. Our streets nightly resounded with the noise of riot 
and debauchery," our peacefiil citizens were hourly exposed to 
ahameful inaults, and often felt the effects of their violence and 
outrage. But this was not all : as though they thought it not 
enough to violate our civil rights, they endeavored to deprive 
ua of the eiyoyment of our religious privileges j to vitiate our 
morals, and thereby render ue worthy of destruction. Hence 
the rude din of arms wliich broke in upon your solemn devo- 
tions in your temples, on that day hallowal by Heaven, and 
set apart by God himself for His peculiar woiship. Hence, 
impious oaths and blasphemies " so often tortured your unac- 
customed ears. Hence, all the arts which idleness and luxury 
could invent were used to "betray our youth of one sex into 
estravagaiica and effeminacy, and of the other, to infamy and 
niin, and fUd they not succewl but too well ? Did not a rever- 
ence for religion sensibly decay 1 Did not our infants almost 
leom to lisp out curses before they knew their horrid import I 
Did not our youth forget they were Americana, and regardless 
of the admonitions of the wise and aged servilely copy from 
their tyrants those vices which finally must overthrow the em- 
pire of Great Britain 1 And must I be compelled to acknowl- 
edge that even the noblest, fairest part of all the lowM i^ircsr 
taon did not entirely escape the cuTwA kmhc'V "^Nsbki -^ww* 
has MOB erected fier throne in tlie iemsie \)^eaa\:, v^."'*'*^'^' 



Bolid a basiB that nothing is able to expel the heavenly inhabit' 
ant. But have there not been some, few indeed, I hope, whose 
youth and inexperience have rendered them a prey to wretches 
whom, upon the leiist reflection, they would have despised and ' 
hated as foes to God and their country 1 1 fear there have been 
some such unhappy inatances, or why have I seen an honest 
father clothed with shame ; or why a virtuous mother drowned 
in tears 1 

But I forbear, and come reluctantly to that dismal° nig^fr 
when in such quick Bucceaaion we felt the estremes of gri^ 
aatonialiment, and rage ; when Heaven in anger, for a. dreadftj 
moment, suffered hell to take the reins; when Satan with hi^ 
chosen band opened the sluices of New England's blood, aoj 
sacrilegiously polluted our land with the dead bodies of het 
guiltless sons ! Let this sad tale of death never be told without' 
a tear ; let not the heaving bosom cease to bum with manl)^ 
indignation at the barbarous story, through the long tracts M 
future tuiie : let every parent tell the shameful story to fail 
listening children until tears of pity glisten in their eyes, aiKl( 
boiling passions shake their tender iVames ; and whilst the a^ 
niversary of that iU-fated night is kept a jubilee in the grini; 
courts of pandemonium, let all America join in one commoilt 
prayer to Heaven, that the inhuman, unprovoked innrdeiB of' 
the fifth of March, 1770, planned by HUlaborough ■" and a knot" 
of treacherous knaves in Boston, and eseCTit«d by the cruel h 
of Preston " and his sanguinary coadjutors, may ever stand o 
histoty without a parallel. But what, my countrymen, witb' 
held the ready arm of vengeance from executing instant justice 
on the vile assassins " 1 Perhaps you feared promiscuous carnage 
might ensue, and that the innocent might share the fate of thow 
who had performed the infernal deed I But were not all goiltyl 
Were you not too tender of the lives of those who came to fix 4 
joke on your necks 1 But I must not too severely blame a fault 
wi/isi £-reat souls onlj can comimt, M.11.3 ttia\. laagiuficence ( 
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spirit which spoma the low pursuit of mahce, may that genennia 
uumpasjiiou which often preserveB from niiii, even a guilty vil- 
lain, forever actuate the noble boaoraa of AmerieanB ! But let 
not the miscreant host vainly imagine thnt we feared their anna. 
No ; them we despised ; we dread, nothing but slavery. Death 
ie the creature of a poltroon's brains ; 'tis immortahly to sacri- 
fice ourselves for the salvation of our country. We fear not 
death. That gloomy night, the pale-fat;ed moon, and the af- 
frighted starB that hurried through the sky, can witness that we 
fear not deatli. Our heari^s which, at the recollection, glow 
with rage that four revolving years have scarcely taught us to 
restrain, can witness that we fear not death ; and happy it is 
for those who dared to insult ua, that their naked bodies are 
not now piled up, an everlasting monument to Massachuaetts' 
bravery. But they retired, they fled, and in that flight they 
found their only safety. We then expected that the hand oS 
public justice would soon inflict that punishment upon the mur- 
derers, which by the laws of God and man they had incurred. 
But let the unbiased pen of a Robertson," or perhaps of some 
equally famed American, conduct this trial before the great tri- 
bunal of succeeding generationa. And though the murderers 
may escape the just resentment of an outraged people ; though 
drowsy justice, intoxicated by the poiaouous draught prepared 
for her cup still nods upon her rotten sent, yet be assured such 
complicated crimes will meet their due reward. Tell me, ye 
bloody butchers ! ye villains high and low ! ye wretches who 
contrived, aa well as you who executed the inhuman de«d t do 
you not feel the goads and stings of conscious guilt pierce 
through your savage boaoms J Though some of you may 
think yoiuwilves exalted to a height that bids defiance to human 
justice ; aud others shroud yourselves beneath the mask of hypoc- 
riay, and huild your hopes of safety on the low arts of cunning 
chicanery, and falsehood; yet do you not ewiaiiSwftts.^e'Si. "^^ 
gnawinga of that worm " which never &ss.\ "Do fto\.*i^*"'«*S> 
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shades of Maverick, Gray, Caldwell, Attueks, and Can attend 
yoQ in your solitary walks ; an'est jou even in the midst of your 
debaucheries, and fill even your dreams with terror? But if 
the unappeased mauee " of the dead should not disturb their q 
derera, yet surely even your obdurate hearts must ahrink, and 
your guilty blood must chtU within your rigid veins, when yoa' 
behold the miserable Monk," the wretched victim of your savage 
cruelty. Observe his tottering knees, which scarce sustain hifl 
wasted body ; look on liis haggard eyes ; mark well the death- 
like palenesa on hia fallen cheek, and tell me, does not the sight 
plant daggers in your souls t Unhappy Monk ! Cut ofl" 
the gay morn of manhood, from all the joys which sweeten life, 
doomeil to drag ou a pitiful existence, without even a hope to 
taste the pleasures of returning health ! Yet, Monk, thou livest 
not in vain ; thou livest a warning to thy country, which sym- 
pathizes with thee in thy sufferings ; thou livest an affecting, a 
alarming instance of the unbounded violence which Inst of power, 
assisted by a standing army, can lead a traitor to commit. 

For us he bled and now languishes. The wounds, \ij which 
he is tortured to a lingering death, were aimed at our country I 
Surely the meek-eyed Charity can never behold such siiiFerings 
with indilference. Nor can her lenient hand forbear to pour 
oil and wine into these wounds, and to assuage, at least, what 
it can never heal." 

Patriotism is ever united with humanity and compassion. 
This noble affection, which impels us to sacrifice everything 
dear, even life itsoltj to our country, involves in it a commoa 
sympathy and tenderness for every citizen, and must ever have 
a particular feeling for one who suffers in a public cause. Thor- 
oughly persnaded of this, I need not add a word to engage your 
compassion and bounty toward a fellow-citizen who, with long- 
protracted anguish, falls a victim to the relentless rage of our 
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dare you tread upon the earth which has lirank in the blood of 
alaughtered innocents, shed by your wicked htindaJ How dare 
you breathe that air which wafted to the ear of Heaven the 
groans of those who fell a sacritiue to your accursed ambition 1 
But if the laboring earth doth not expand her jaws ; if the air 
you breathe is not cotumiasioned to be the minister of dcAtb ; 
yet, hear it and tremble ! The eye of Heaven penetmtea the 
darkest chambers of the soul, traces the leading clue through 
all the labyrinths which your industrious folly has devised ; and 
you, however you may have screened yourselves from human, 
eyes, must be arraigned, must hit your hands, red with the 
blood of those whose death you have procured, at the tremen- 
dous bar of Qod ! 

But I gladly quit the gloomy theme of death, and leave you 
to improve the thought of that important day when our naked 
souls must stand before that Being from whom nothing can be 
hid, I would not dwell too long upon the horrid effects which 
have already followed from quartering regular troops in thi( 
town. Let our misfortunes teach posterity to guard agaiusl 
such evils for the future. Standing armies are sometimes (I 
would by no means say generally, much less universally) com- 
posed of persons who have rendered themselves unfit to live in 
civil society ; who have no other motives of conduct than those 
which a desire of the present gratification of their passions sug- 
gests ; who have no property in any country : men who liave 
given up their ovm liberties, and envy those who enjoy liberty 
who are equally inditferent to the glory of a George or a Louis ; 
who, for the addition of one penny a day to their wages, would 
desert from the Christian cross and fight under the crescent of 
the Turkish sultan. From such men as these, what haa not a 
State to fear? With such as these, usurping Ciesar passed the 
Rubicon ; with such as these, he humbled mighty Rome, and 
foieed the mistress of the world \^^ own a ma&^T \a *. 'raaS. 
These are the mea whom sceptred roVibeva wo'w cto.'^'s^ "w* 



trate the designs of God, and render vain the boiintiea whicl 
liis graoious baud poiii's mdiscruuinatcly upon his ci'eatures. 
By these, the miserable slaves of Turkey, Persia, and many 
other extensive eountriea are rendered truly wretcheil, though 
their air ia saliihrioua and their Boil luxurioualy fertile. ~_ 
these, France and Spain, though blessed hy nature with all that 
administers to the convenience of life, have been reduced to 
that contemptible state in which they now appear; and by 
these, Britain, — but if I was" posaesaed of the ^ of prophecy, 
J dare not, except by divine command, unfold the leaves on 
which the desCiny of that once powerful kingdom is inscribed. 

But since standing armies are so hurtful to a State, perhaps 
my countrymen may demand some substitute, some other li 
of rendering us secure against the incursions of a foreign enemy. 
But can you be one moment at a loss? Will not a well^lisd- 
plined militia afford you ample isecurity against foreign foeal 
■We want not courage ; it is discipline alone in which we are 
exceeded by the most formidable troops that ever trod the 
earth. Surely our hearts flutter no more at the sound of 
than did those of the immortal band" of Persia, the Macedonjsa 
phalaas, the invincible Roman legions, the Turkish janissaries, 
the gens d'armes of France, or the well-known grenadiers of 
Britain. A well-disciplined militia is a safe, an honorable guard 
to a community like this, whose inhabitants are by nature brave, 
and are laudably tenacious of that freedom in which they were 
torn. From a well-r^nlated militia we have nothing to fear;, 
their interest is the same with that of the State, When ft 
country is invaded, the militia are ready to appear in ita 
defence ; they march into the field with that fortitude which, 
K conseiousneaa of the justice of their cause inspires ; they do 
not jeopard their live,s for a master who considers them only w, 
the iustruments of his ambition, and whom they regard 
as the daily dispenser of the scanty pittance of bread and water. 
lia! they Bght fur their houaea, their lanik, for their wivi 
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their children ; for all who claim the temiereBt names and are 
held dearest in their hearts ; they light pra aris el ff/cis," for 
their liber^ ami for thcmHelves and I'or their God. And let it 
nut ofiend if I eaj that uo militia ever appeared in more flour- 
iehing condition thau that of this proviuL'e now doth ; and pur- 
don me if I Bay, of this towij in partipular. I mean not to 
boast ; I wouid not excite envy, but manly emulation. We 
have all one common cause; let it, therefore, be our only eon- 
test, who ehall moat contribute to the security of the liberties 
of America. And may the same kind Frovidence which has 
watched over this country from her infant state still enable us 
to defeat our enemies. I cannot here forbear noticing the sig- 
nal manner in which the designs of thoae who wish not well to 
. U8 have been discovered. The dark deeds of a treacherous 
cabal have been brought to public view. You now know the 
serpents who, whilst cherished in your bosoms, were darting 
their envenomed stings into the vitals of the Constitution. But 
the representatives of tlie people hare fixed a mark on the«e 
ungrateful monsters, which, though it mnj not make them ao 
Becure as Cain of old, yet renders them at least as infamous. 
Indeed, it would be al&ontive to the tutelar" diety of this 
countij even to despair of saving it from all the snares which 
human policy can lay. 

True it is, that the British ministry have annexed a salary 
to the office of the governor of this province, to be paid out of 
a revenue raised in America, without our consent. They have 
attempted to render our courts of justice the instnimenta of 
extending the authority of acts of the British Parliament over 
this colony, by making the judges dependent on the British 
ardrnjuistration for their support. But this people will never 
te enslaved with their eyes open. The moment they knew that 
the governor was not such n governor as the charter of the 
province points out, he lost his power of bvKtvag, 'Oftsni- "^Iv*^' 
were alarmed; they suspected bim — Vaxe gaa-tiei. 
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him, and tie has found that a wise and a brave people, when 
they know their dauger, are triiicful in expedients to eacape iL 

The courts of judicature, aiso, so far lost their dignity, by 
being supposed to be under an undue influence, that our repre- 
aenCativea thought it absolutely necessary to resolve that they 
were bound to dedare, that they would not receive any other 
salary besides that which the general court should grant then 
and if they did not make this declaration, that it would be t 
duty of the House to impeach them. 

Great " expectations were also formed from the artful scheme 
of allowing the East India Company to export tea to America 
upon their own acco\int. Thia certainly, had it succeeded, 
would have elfected the purpose of the contrivers, and gratified 
the most sanguine wishes of our adversaries. We soon should 
have found our trade in the hands of foreigners, and taxes 
imposed on everything we consumed ; nor would it have been 
Btrange, if, in a few ye^irs, a company iu Loudon should have 
purchased an eKclusive right of trading to America. But their 
plot was soon discovered. The people soon were aware of tha 
poison which, with so much craft and subtility, had been ci 
cealed. Loss and disgraee ensued ; and perhaps this long- 
concerted masterpiece of pohcy may issue in the total disuse 
of tea in this conntry, which will eventually be tiie saving of 
the Uvea and the estates of thousands. Yet, while we n^oice 
that the adversary has not hitherto prevailed against us, let us 
by no means put otf the harness. Restless malice and diaap- 
pointeil ambition will still suggest new measures to our inveter- 
ate enemies. Therefore, let ua also be ready to take the f " 
whenever danger ealls ; let us be united and strengthen tha 
bands of each other by promoting a general imion among v 
Much has been done by the committees of correspondence," fbt 
this and the other towns of this province, towanl uniting the 
inhabitants ; let them atiU go on and prosper. Much has been 
lioiie by tJie committees of con^eapondence for the Houses of 
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Assembly, in this and our siater mlouiea, for uuitiag tbe inhab- 
itttuts of tbe whole continent, for the security of their common 
interest. M&y seuxees ever attend their geueniua eudeavoi's. 
But permit me here to suggest a general congress of deputies, 
from the severaJ Houses of Assembly ou the continent,'' as tbe 
most efiectual metbod of establishing such n union as the prea- 
eut posture of our afi'aira requires. At such a congress, a firm 
foundation may be laid for the security of our rights and libei^ 
ties ; a system may be formed for our common safety, by a 
strict adherence to which we shall be able to frustrate any 
attempt to overthrow our constitution ; restore peace and har- 
mony to America, and secure honor and wealth to Great 
Britain, even against the inclinations of her ministers, whose 
duty it is to study her welfiire ; and we fihall also free 
selves from those unmannerly pillagers who impudently tell us, 
that they are licensed by an act of the British Parliament to 
thrust their diri^ hands into the pockets of every American. 
But I trust the happy time will come, when, with the besom 
of destruction, those noxious venuin will be swept forever from 
tile streets of Boston. 

Surely you never will tamely suffer this country to be a don 
of thieves. Reincmber, my friends, from whom you sprang. 
Let not a meanneBs of spirit, unknown to those whom you 
boa^t of as your fathers, excite a thought to the dishonor of 
your mothers." I conjure you, by all that is dear, by all that 
is honorable, by all that is sacred, not only that ye pray, but 
that ye act ; that, if necessary, ye fight, and even die, for the 
prosperity of our Jerusalem, Break in sunder, with noble dis- 
dain, the bonds with which the Philistines ° have bound you. 
Suffer WJt yourselves to be betrayed, by the soft arts of luxury 
and effeminacy, into the pit digged for your destruction. DesfHSA- 
the glaje of wealtli. That people who pay greater respect t§, 
a wealthy villain than to an honest, upright mivD. !.■&. -^vciX:^ 
almost deserve to be euslaved ; tkey ^'WiiA's ^d"* ■sWv. -^'s^:?' 
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however it may be acquired, is, in their esteem, to be preferred 
to virtue. 

But I thank God that America abouuds iu men who are 
superior to all temptation, whom nothing taa divert from 
steady pursuit of the interest of their country, who are i 
once ite oroameiit and its safeguanl. And sure I am, I should 
not incur your displeaaure, if I paid a respect, so justly due tij 
their much honored characters, in this place. But when i 
name an Adams, such a numerous host of fellow-patriota rnab 
upon my miod that I fear it would take up too much of yottf 
time should I attempt to call over the illustrious roll. ~ 
your grateful hearts will point you to the men ; and th«c 
revered names, in all succeeding times, shall grace the annsb 
of America. From them let ua, my friends, take example j; 
from them let ua catch the divine enthusiasm ; and feel, eacb 
for himself, the godlike pleasure of difiusiiig happiness on all 
around us; of delivering the oppressed from the iron grasp of 
tyranny ; of changing the hoarse complaints and bitt«r moanlfi 
of wretched slaves into those cheerful songs which freedom an 
coutentmeut must iuspire. There is a heartfelt satisfaetion i 
reBecting on our exertions for the public weal, which all tb 
suffering an eurageil tyrant can inflict will never take away: 
which the ingratitude and reproaches of those whom we hai 
saved from ruin, cnunot rob us of. The virtuous a^serter c 
the rights of majikind merits a reward, which even a want rf 
success in his endeavors to save his country, the henviest mil 
fortune which can befall a genuine patriot, caimot entirely pre 
vent him from receiving. 

I have the most animating confidence that the present Dold 
stniggle for liberty will terminate gloriously for America. Am 
let us play the man for our Ood, and for the cities of our Giod, 
while we are using the means in our power, let us humUjr 
commit our righteous cause to the great Lord of the uaiverB^.. 
ir}ia iuveth righteouauew and hateth iniquity. And huvii^ 
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secured the approbation of our hearts, by a faithful and un- 
wearied discharge of our duty to our country, let us joyfully 
leave our concerns in the hands of Him who raiseth up and 
pidleth down the empires and kingdoms of the world as He 
pleases; and with cheerful submission to His sovereign will, 
devoutly say, " Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines ; the labor of the olive shall fail, and 
the field shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet we will 
rejoice in the Lord, we will joy in the God of our salvation." ° 
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Pateick Henry of Virginia lives in the minds of Americaii 
tm the first of the great orators of the pre-revolutionary perioa 
Of lib speeches, one on taxation delivered in 1763, and oi 
on the Stamp Act in 1765, are wholly unreported. The a 
pended version of the famona speech of IT75 is vouched f 
hj his biographer, Wirt, and has been accepted as a. claet 
among oratorical utterance. It certainly exhibits all tl 
patriotic fervor, all the clear, logical, and consistent axgumeu 
which we have learned to associate with the thought of Heni] 
It has been stateil that such was the charm of this man's vo" 
itnU personality that his hearers were enchained beyond 1 
power of reporting him ; and, as his earlier speeches were practi 
callj, if not wholly, extemporaneous, no records could have bi 
vived in his own notes. 

There is in this, as in all Piitrick Henry's utterance, a stn 
of enthusiasm and exhortation which is akin to that whid 
inspired the Hebrew prophets ; but it is saved from the ai 
biguity which characterizes some of those early prophecies - 
I saved by its absolutely faultless logic. Besides, despite i 
I tone of patriotic warning, this Bpccch is at no point florid f 
I &uuiful ; its efi'ectiveness m due to the spii'it of manly iudepei 
I daiee wiich perraJea it ; and to the clear-sigUted, warm-heart* 
^ fmtnoUaia wtiidi, oveii in oild priut, it BtiU eshaVea. 
^^ 60 






PATRICE HENRY 51 

ON" THE RESOLUTION TO PUT THE COMMON- 
WEALTH INTO A STATE OF DEFENCE — BEFORE 
VIRGINIA CONVENTION 

March 23, 1775 

Mr. President, — No man thinks more highly than I do of 
the patriotism a& well as abihties of the very worthy gentle- 
men who have just aiidreased the house. But diiferent men 
often see the same subject in diftferent lights; and, therefore, 
I hope it will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen, 
ifj entertaining as I do opinions of a character very opposite 
to theirs, I shall speak fortli my sentimenta freely and without 
reserve. Thia is no time for ceremony. The question before 
the house is one of awful momeut to this coimtry. For my 
own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of free- 
dom or slavery ; and in proportion to the magnitude of the 
Bulyect ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in 
thia way that we can hope to aiTive at truth, and fulfill the 
great reaponsibihty which we bold to God and our country. 
Should I keep back my opinions at such a time through foar 
of giving oft'ense, I should consider myself as ° guilty of treason 
towards my country, and of an act of disloyalty toward the 
Migeaty of Heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings. 

Mr, President, it is natural to man to iodulge in the illu- 
aions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes tigainst a painful 
truth, and listen to the song of that siren " till she transfonna 
UH into beasts. " la this the part of wise mtu, engaged in a 
great and anluous struggle for liberty 1 Are w e disposed to be 
of the number of those who, having eyes," see not, and having 
ears, hear not the thinga which so nearly concern their tem- 
poral" salvation? For my part, whatever anguish of spirit il. 
may ooat, I am willing to know the wliolft toifa, Xn Vass* "Cs* 
, W0»^ And to provide for it . 
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I have l)ut one lamp by which my feet are guided, and thsit 
is the lamp of esperienee. I know of no way of judging of 
the fuhire but by the past. And, judging by the past, I wish 
to know what there has been in the conduct of the British.' 
ministry for the last ten years tt) justify these hopea with 
which gentlemen" have been pleased, to solace themselves and" 
the house. Is it that insidious smile with which our petition, 
has been lately received) Trust it not, sir; it will prove a^ 
snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with 
a kiaa." Aak yourselves how this gracious reception of our 
I>etition comporte with those warlike preparations which covm" 
our waters and rlarken our land. Are fleets and armies neces- 
sary to a work of love and reconcUiation ! Have we shown 
ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled that force must be called' 
in to win back our IoybI Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. 
These are the implements of war and subjugation, the I 
arguments to which kings resort, I aak gentlemen," air,. 
What means this martial array, if ita purpose be not to fore©: 
us to submission 1 Can gentlemen assign any other possiblsi 
motive for it) Hrs Great Britain any enemy, in this quarteRi 
of the world, to call for all this accumulation of navies antf. 
armies t No, air, she has none. They are meant for us ; tl; 
can he meant for no other. They are sent over to bind a 
rivet upon us those chains which, the British mirustry havi 
been so long forging. And what have we io oppose to them' 
Shall we try argument! Sir, we have been trying that for t! 
last ten years. Have we anything new to offer upon the en 
jecti Nothing. Wo have held the subject up in every light 
of which it ia capable, but it has been all in vain. Shall iw 
resort to entreaty and humble supplication? What terms shnl 
we find thn^t have not been already exhausted 1 Let as not, { 
beseech you, air, deceive ourselves longer. Sir, we have doB 
everything that could be done to avert the storm which i 

' coming on. We have petitioned, we have temouatratBi' 
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we have supplicated, we have proBtratetl oiiraelves before the 
throne," aad hare implored its interposition to arrest the tyran- 
nical hauda of the miiiistf7~iuid parliameut. Our petitions 
have been alighted, our remonstrances have produced additional 
violence and insult, our suppli cations Ijave lieen disregarded, 
and we have been spumed with contempt from the foot of the 
throne J In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond 
hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer any room 
for hope. If we wish to be free, if we mean to preserve 
inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been 
HO long contending, if wo mean not basely to abandon the 
noble fitni(^le in which we have been so long engaged, and 
which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the 
^orious object of our contest shall be obtained, we must fight I 
J repeat it, sir, we must fight ! An appeal to arms and to the 
God of Hosts is all that is left us. 

They tall us, sir, that we are weak, unable to cope wit) 
formidable an adversary. But when shall we bo stronger t 
Will it be the next" week or the nest year) Will it he when 
we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall 1 
statiiinod in every house ) Shall we gather strength by irres 
lution and inaction 1 Shall we aequire the means of effectual 
resistance by lying supinely on our hacks and hugpng the 
delusive phantom Of hope until our enemies shall have bound 
us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper 
use of those means which the Qod of nature bath placed in 
power. Three millions of people, armed in the holy cnusi 
liberty, and in such a country aa that which we possess, 
iDvincible by any force which our enemy can send against ua. 
Beudee, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is r.' 
just God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who<i 
will raise up irienda to tight our battles for us. The battle,.-) 
sir, is not to the strong alone ; it is to ttie vi^\a.'(A, Xixe. wdsw* 
I .(lie Jaapc Besidea, sir, we have ao dettwia.^ "^i "^^ 
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base cnougli to desire it, it ia now too lat« to retire from the 
eonteflt. There ia no retreat but in BubmisBion and slavery 
Our chMDH are forged ! Their clanking ° maj be heard on thi 
plains of Boston ! The war is inevitable — and let it come 
I repeat, sir, let it come ! 

It ia in vain, sir, to e!ct«uuate the matter. Gentlemen may 
cry, Peace, Peace, but there ia no peace. The next ° gaJe that 
sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of re- 
Boimding arms ! Our brethren are already in the field I Why 
Btaad we here idle? What ia it that gentlemen wiahl What 
would they havel Is hfe so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be 
purchased at the price of chains and slavery) Forbid it, 
Almighty God ! I know not what course others may take, 
but as for me, give me liljerty or give mc death ! 




EIUHARD HENKY LEE 

1732^1794 

) Hknht Lek was a Virginian ; all the fire that 
flamed throughout hie state found in him, the scion of an old 
Loyalist house, ready njateriiil. He originated the " Com- 
mitter of Correspondence," aud later moved the deelaration 
of American independence. 

He was a puliahed and graceful individual, who added to 
depth of knowledge and intensity of eentiment a personality 
of great charm. He was, it is said, the last man one would 
haTe taken to be an extreme revolutionist Yet, under his 
suavity of manner lay a volcanic heart ; and it waa this that 
inspired his eloquence, and hia tireless energy in the cause of 
bis country against his kiug. 



ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND 
JuT.v 8, 1775 

[The twelve United Colonies, by their delegates, in Con- 
gresH," to the inhabitanta of Great Eritain : — ] 

Friends, Countrymen, and Brethren; — By tliese and by 
every other appellation that may designate the ties which- 
bind us to each otlicr, we entreat your serious attention toi 
this, our Bseond " attempt, to prevent tlveir iiisb»a\»,\;\H&. 
brance of former Jnendshipa, pride in ttie ^oriOMa o. 
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of our common ancestore, and affection for the heirs of their 
virtues have hitherto preserved our mutual connection ; but 
Then that friendship is violated by the grossest injuries ; when 
ths pride of ancestry becomes our reproach, and wo are no 
otherwise allied than aa tyrants and skves ; when re<!uced 
to the melancholy alternative of renouncing your favor or our 
freedom, can we hesitate about the choice 1 Let the spirit cS 
Britona ditermtne. 

In a former aildresa we asserted our rights, and stated tha 
injuries wa had then received. Wo hoped that .the mention 
of our wconga would have roused that honest indignation which 
has slept too long for your honor, or the welfare of the empire. 
But we have not been permitted to entertain this pleasing 
espactition. Every day brought on accumulation of injuries, 
and the invention of the ministry has been constantly eserciBed 
in adding to the calamities of your American brethren. 

After the most valuable right ° of legislation was intnnged ; 
when tho powers assumed by your Parliament, in wliich we are 
not represented, and from our local and other circumstances 
cannot be properly represented, rendered our property precari- 
ous ° ; after being denied tliat mode of trial to which we have 
been long indebted for the safety of our persons and the prea^ 
ervation of our liberties ; after being in many instances divested 
of those laws which were transmitted to us by our commtm. 
ancestors, and Bubjected io an arbitrary code, compiled under 
the auspices of Roman tyrants ; after those charters which 
encouraged our predecessors to brave dpath and danger in 
every shape, on unknown aeaa, in deserts unexplored, amidst 
barbarous and inhospitable nations, were annulled"; wheal 
without form of trial, without a public accusation, vhole^ 
colonies were condemned, their trade destroyed, their inhabit' 
tants impoverished ° ; when soldiers were encourug&l to iml>nia< 
their hanfls in the blond nf Americans, by offers of impunity " ; 
'■ modea of trial were instituted for tlic ruin of tl 
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aecuseil, where the charge carried with it the horrora of 
Tiotion ; when a despotic goveniment -was establiahed : 
neighboring province, and its limita extended to every part 
of oiir froatiera ; we little imagined that anything could ba 
added to this black catalogue of unprovoked injuries; but 
we have unhappily been deceived, and the late 
the British ministry fully convince us that their object 
reduction of these colonies to slavery and ruin. 

To confinn this aaaertion, let ns reeaU your attention to the 
atfaite of America eince out last address. Let us combat the 
ealuinnies of our enemies, and let us warn you of the dangers 
that threaten you in our destruction. Many of your fdlow- 
Bubjecta, whose situation deprived them of other support, drew 
their maintemiiice from the sea ; bu.t the deprivation of 
liberty being inaufficient to satisfy the resentment of 
enemies, the horrors of famine were superadded, and a British 
parliament, who, ia better times, were the protectors of 
cence and the patrons of humanity, have, without distinc- 
tion, of age or ses, robbed thousands of the food of which they 
were accustomed to draw from that inexhaustible source, placed 
in their neighborhood by a benevolent Creator." 

Another act of your legislature shuts our ports and prohibits 
trade with any hut those States from whom the great law of 
self-preeervation renders it absolutely necessary we should at 
present withhold our commerce. But this act (whatever may 
have been its design) we consider rather as injurious to your 
opulence than our interest. All our commerce terminates with 
you ; and the wealth we procure from other nations 
exchanged for your superfluities. Our remittances must then, 
cease with our trade, and our refinements with our affluence. W( 
trust, however, that laws which deprive us of every blessing hut i 
soil that teems with the neeessai-ies of life, and that liberty which, 
renders the enjoyment of them secure, w\V\. ^lA, i^ias. 
..ia .tjieir defeoEe. We might btae ubflerse Qt»^ ^'*' w^*^"S 
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inconsiBtency of those, who, while thej publicly brand us with 
reproachful and unworthy epithets, endeavor to deprive us of 
the means of defense by their interposition with foreign powers, 
and to deliver ua to the lawless raviiges of a merciless soldieiy. 
But happily y/a are not without resources ; and though the 
timid and humihating applications of a Britieh ministry should 
prevail with foreign nations, yet industry, prompted by neces- 
sity, will not leave us without the necessary supplies." 

We could wish to go no fiirther and, not to wound the ear 
of humanity, leave untold those rigorous acts of oppression 
which are daily exercised in the town of Boston, did not we 
hope that by diaelaiming their deeds and punishing the perpe- 
trators, you would shortly vindicate the honor of the British 
mime and reestablish the violated laws of justice. 

That once populous, ttourishing, and commercial town is 
now garrisoned by an army, sent not to protect, but to enslave 
ita inhabitants. Tlie civil government is overturned and & 
military despotism erected upon its ruins. Without law, with- 
out right, powers are assumed, unknown to the constitution. 
Private property is unjustly invaded. The inhabitants, daily 
Bal)jected to the licentiousness of the soldiery, are forbid to 
remove in defiance of their natural rights, in violation of the 
most solemn compacts. Or, if after long and wearisome solici- 
tation, a pass is procured, their effects are detained, and even 
those who are most favored have no alternative but poverty or 
slavery. The distress of many thousand people, wantonly de- 
priveii of the necessaries of life, is a subject on which we would 
not wish to enlarge." 

Yet we cannot but observe that a British fleet (unjustified 
even by acts of your legislature) are ° daily employed in ruin- < 
ing onr commerce, seizing our ships, and depriving whole 
communities of their daily bread. Nor will a regard for your 
honor permit us to be silent, while British troops sully your 
sMjr bjr actions which the moat invelevatc enmitj will not 
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puliate among civilized uations — the waiitoii and uimeceBeary 
destruction of Charleatown, a large, ancient, and oniie populoiw 
town, just before deserted by its inhabitants, who bad fled to 
avoid the fury of your soldiery. 

If still you retain those aeutiineuts of compassion by which 
Britons have ever been distinguished ; if the humanity which 
tempered the valor of our comuion ancestors has not degenerated 
into cruelty, you will lament the miseries of their deecemlants. 

To what are we to attribute this treatment T If to any 
secret principle of the Constitution, let it be mentioned ; let us 
learn that the government we have long revered is not without 
ita defects, anil that while it gives freedom to a part, it neces- 
aarily enslaves the remainder of the empire. If such a princi- 
ple ewsfcs, why for ages has it ceased to operate 7 Why at 
tills time ia it called into action 1 Can no reason be assigned 
for this conduct, or must it be resolved into the wanton exer- 
cise of arbitrary power? And shall the descendant* cf Britona 
tamely submit to this) No, sirs ! We never will; while we 
revere the memory of our gallant and virtuous aaceatora, we 
never can. surrender those glorious privileges for which they 
fought, bled, and conquered. Admit that your fleets could 
destroy our towns, and ravage our aeacoaats ; these are incon- 
Biderable objects, things of no moment to men whose bosoms 
glow with the ardor of liberty. We can retire beyond the 
reach of your navy, and, without any sensible diminution of 
the necessaries of life, enjoy a luxury which from that period 
yoa will want — the luxury of being lree.° 

We know the force of your arms, and were it called forth 
in the cause cpf justice and your country, we might dread the 
exertion ; but will Britons fight ° mider the Lanners of tyranny ) 
Will they counteract the labors, and disgrace the victories of 
their ancestors? Will they forge chains for their posterity! 
If they descend to this unworthy task, wUV tUew %-«cxiBi 
^^&£, fitfe^ their arms their accufitumei ■si:gii"t% "^iv&Ht* 
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never bewime the instnimentB gf oppression, till they lose the 
spirit of freeiiom, by which alone they are invincible. 

Our enemies charge us with aeditioa. In what does it coa- 
Biat 1 In our refusal to submit to unwarrantable acts of injnetice 
and cruelty ? If ho, show us a. period in your history in which 
you have not been eqiully seditious! We are accused of 
ing at independence ; but how is this aceusatioa supported ? 
By the allegations of your ministers, not by our actions. 
Abused, insulted, and contemned," what steps have we pur- 
Bued to obtain redress 1 We have carried our dutifiil petitions 
to the throne. We have applied to your justice for reliet 
We have retrenched our luxury and withheld our trade. 

The advantages of our commerce were designed as 
pensatiun for your protection. When you ceased to protect, 
for what were we 

What has been the success of our endeavors? The clemency 
of our soveriejn ia unhappily diverted ; our petitions are treated 
with indignity ; our prayers answered by insults. Our appli- 
cation to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the melancholy 
apprehension of your wanting either the will or the power to 
assist US. 

Even under these circumstances, what nieaaurea have we taken: 
that betray a desire for independence? Have we called in the^ 
aid of those foreign powers who are the rivads of your grandeur! 
When your troops were few and defenceless, did we take advan- 
tage of their distress, and expel them our towns, or hare we 
permitted them to fortify, to receive new aid, and to acquirfr 
additional strength ? 

Let not your enemies and ours persuade you that ia this wa; 
were influenced by fear, or any other unworthy motive. The 
lives of Britons are still dear tfl us. They are the children of 
our parents, and an uninterrupted intercourse of mutual ' 
Jiad knit the bonds of friendship. When hostilities were cont^ 
amoeilj when on a J«te occasion ■fie wctc 



mOHARD HENRY LEE 61 

liy your troopa, though we repellal their usaaiJts find returned 
their blows, yet we lamented tiie wounda they obliged uh to give ; 
nor have we yet learned to rqoice at a victory over Englishmen. 

As we wish not to color our actions or disguise our thoughts, 
ve shall, in the simple language of truth, avow tlie measures 
we have pureueil, the motives upon which we have acted, a 
our Aitiire designs. 

When our late petition to the throne produced no other effect 
than fresh injuries, and votes of your legislature calculated to 
justify every severity ; when your fleets and your armies were 
prepared to wrest from ua our property, to rob us of our liber- 
ties or our lives, when the hostile attempts of General Gage ° 
evinced his designs, we levied armies for our security and defence. 
When the powers vested in the governor of Canada gave ua 
reason to apprehend danger from that quarter, and we had fre- 
quent intimations that a cniel ° and savage enemy was to h ' ' 
loose upon the defenceless inhabitants of our frontiers, we took 
such measures as prudence dictateil, as necessity will justify. 
We possessed ourselves of Crown Point and Ticonderoga. Yet 
give us leave most solemnly to assure you that we have not yet 
lost sight of the object we have ever iiad in view — a recon- 
dliation with yoii on constitutional principles, and a restoration 
of that friendly intercourse which, to the advantage of both, i 
till lately maintained. 

The inhabitants of tliis country apply themselves chiefly to 
agriculture and commerco. As their fashions and manners are 
similar to yours, your markets must afford them the conven- 
iences and luxuries for which they exchange the produce of their 
labors. The wealth of this extended" continent centres with 
you ; and our trade is so regulated as to be subservient only to 
your interest. You are too reaaonable to expect that by taxex- 
(in addition to this) we should contribute to your expense ; 
believe after lUverting the fountain," that the streatoR (!aa.ft( 
with unabzitdi] ibrce. 
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It has been said that we refuse to submit to tlie restriotions 
on our commerce. From whence is this inference drawn) 
from our words ; we have repeatedly declared the contrary, and 
we again profess our submission to the several acts of trade and 
navigation passed before the year 1763," trusting, nevertheleaa, 
in the equity and justice of parliament, that Boch of them as, 
upon cool and impartial consideration, shall appear to have ii 
posed unnecessary or grievous restrictions, will, at some happira 
period, be repealed or altered. And we cheerfully consent to the 
operation of sucb acts of the British Parliament as shall bo. 
restrained to the regulation of our external commerce, for ths' 
purpose of securing the commercial advantages of the whole- 
empire to the mother-country, and the commercial tienefltB of 
its respective members ; excluding every idea of taxation, inter- 
nal and external, for raising a revenue on the subjects in America 
without their consent. 

It is alleged that we contribute nothing to the common 
' To this we answer that the advantages which Great Britain re- 
ceives from the monopoly of our trade far exceed, our proporticm 
of the expense necessary for that purpose. But should theei 
advantages be inadequate thereto, let the restrictions on our 
trade be removed, and we will cheerfully contribute such propor- 
tion when constitutionally required. 

It is a fundamental principle of the British Constitution that 
every man should have at least a representative share in tli« 
formation of those laws by which he is bound." Were it oth "^ 
wise, the regulation of our internal police by a British PariiA^ 
ment, who are, and ever will be, unacquainted with our local 
circumstances, must be always inconvenient, and irequentlf 
oppreasive, working our wrong, without yielding any pwwibl<» 
advantage to you. 

A plan of accommodation (as it has been absurdly called) hi 
been propused by your ministers to our respective assemblie .^^ 
ft^ere thia propmiil free from every othei o\^Btitinvi but that whici 
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arises from tbe time of the offer, it would not be unexception- 
able. Can meu deliberate with the bayonets at their breast 1 
Can they treat with freedom while their towns are Backed ; when 
daily instances of iiyufltice and oppression difiturb the slower 
operations of reason ? 

If this proposal is really such as you would offer, and we 
accept, why was it delayed tiU the nation was put to useless 
expense, and we were reduced to our present melancholy situa- 
tion? If it holds forth nothiug, why was it proposed, unless, 
indeed, to deceive you into a belief that we were unwilling to 
listen to any terms of accommodation? But what is submitted 
to our consideration ) We contend for the disposal of our prop- 
erty. We are told tliat our demand is uureasoiiablo ; that our 
assemblies may indeed collect our money, but that they must, at 
the same time, offer, not what your exigencies and ours may re- 
quire, but so much as shall be deemed sufficient to satisfy the 
desires of a minister, and enablo him to provide for favorites 
and dependents." A recurrence to your own treasury will con- 
vince you how little of the money already estorteti Irom us has' 
been applied to tbe relief of your burthens. To suppose that 
we would thus grasp the shadow, and give up the substance, is 
adding insult to injuries. 

We have, nevertheless, again presented an humble and dutiful 
petition to our sovereign ; and, to remove every imputation of 
obstinacy, have requested his Majesty to direct some mode by 
which the united applications of his faithful colonists may be 
improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation. We are 
willing to treat on such terms aa can alone render on accommo- 
dation lasting, and we flatter ourselves that our pacific endeav- 
ors will be attended with a removal of ministerial troops, and 
a repeal of tliose kws of operation of which we complain, on 
the one part ; and a disbanding of our army and a dissolution 
of our commercial associations, on the other." 

Yet eoDclade nut from this tlia,t we pTo^sa \a sKtnevAsa. 
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property into the hands of jour ministry or vest your Parlia- 
meut with a power which may terminate in our destruction. 
Tlie great bulwarks of our Constitution we have desired 
maintain by every temperate, by every peaceable means ; but' 
your miniaterg (equal foea to British and Aiaericaa frecdoiii)! 
havo added to their former oppressions an attempt to reducs 
ua, by the sword, to a base and abject submission, On thft 
swtfrd, therefore, we are compelled to rely for protectit 
Should victory declare in your fiivor, yet men trainel to an 
from their infancy, and animated by the love of liberty, wiU 
afford neither a cheap nor an easy conquest. Of this, at leasts 
we are assured, that our struggle will be glorious, ou 
certain ; since, even in death, we shall find that freedom whiolk 
in life you forbid ua to enjoy. 

Let us now ask what advantages are to attend our reduction. 
The tmJe of a ruined and desolate country is always incon- 
Biderable, its revenue trifling, the expense of subjecting and 
rotmning it in subjection certain and inevitable. What, then, 
remains but the gratification of an ill-judged pride, or the hope 
of rendering ua subservient to designs ou your liberty I 

Soldiers who have sheathed their swords in the bowels of 
their American brethren will not draw them with more reluc- 
tance against you. When too late, you may lament the loeti 
of that freedom which we exhort you, while still in your power, 
to preserve- 
On the other band, should you prove imsuccossful, should 
that connection which we most ardently wish to maintmn be 
dissolved, should your ministers exhaust your treasures and 
waste the blood of your countrymen in vain attempts on our 
liberty, do they not deliver you, weak and defenceless, to your 
natural enemies ? Since then, your liberty must be the prifiA 
of your victories, your ruin of your defeat — what blind fal 
ity can urge you to a pursuit destructive of all that Brit 
60/iJ dearf 
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If you had no regard to tLe connection which has for ages 
subaiBted between ua ; if you have forgotten the wounds we 
have received fighting hy your aiile tor the extension of the 
empire ; if our commerce is not an object below your considera- 
tion} if justice and humanity have lost their influenpe on your 
hearts, still motives are not wanting to excite your indiguatioi 
at the measures now pursued. Your wealth, your honor, your 
liberty, are at stake. 

Notwithstanding the distress to which we are reduced, we 
Bometimes forget our owu afflictions to anticipate and sym- 
pathize in yours. We grieve that rash and inconsiderate coun- 
sels should precipitate the destniction of an empire which has 
been the envy and admiration of ages ; and call God to wit- 
ness that we would part with our property, endanger our lives 
and sacrifice everything but liberty to redeem you from ruin, 

A cloud hangs over your heads and ours ; ere this reaches 
you it may probably buret upon us ; let us, then (before the 
remembrance of foimer kindness is obliterated), once more re- 
peat those appellations which are ever grateful in our ea 
let UB entreat heaven to avert our ruin, and the destruction 
that threatens our friends, brethren, and countrymen on the 
other side of the Atlantic. 



SAMUEL ADAMS 

1722-1803 

Samttel Adams is one of the notable examples of a domi-1 
naaee of physical weakness by intellectual and emotional m 
fire. We are told that his sensitivenesa made him tremble ii 
the presence of an audience ; but hia earneatnesu for tlie caua 
of liberty and his " angelic voice " made him overcome all phya 
cal drawbacks, so that he has been styled " the OoIossub o 
debate." The oration delivered at Philadelphia ii 
1776, is the only complete report, it is said, that exiata of ai 
of hia speeches, and Wells questions the authenticity of e 
this. But of his writinga a number are preserved. 

This, the original "Independence Day" oration, is worttg 
of careful consideration for its logical development, aa well a 
for its forceful and elegant diction. It is infused with a epiri 
of reverence and a patriotic entl>uaiaam which renders it inspi 
ing now when the lips that uttered it have long been stilled 
Despite Mr. Wells's scepticism, it is characteristic and worttg 
of Adams. Let the student try to add to his impression 
the printed words, the mellow and persuasive tones of a pe| 
fectly modulated voice, as it must have rung out over the bea _ 
of the assembled patriots ; let him feel, if he can, the emoti^ 
that thrilled the speaker and Ids audience less than a nionQ 
after the Declaration had been aigued ; let him i 
that aU thb occurred where the tones of the " Independt 
Sail" had Soated with their joyful meaaage, o.xi4 lie will o 
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at least an echo of tlie personality of the man whose uttemuce 
BO powerfully Bwayetl the "men of 76 " that he has heen 
called " The Father of the Ameriean Eevolutiou." 



AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 

Countrymen and Brethren, — I would gladly have declined 
an honor to which I find myself tineciual. I have not the 
calmness and impartiality which the infinite importauc 
this occoaion demands. I will not deny the charge (rf my 
enemies, that resentment for the accumulated injuries of o 
country, rising to eutbuuiaam, may deprive me of that act 
racy of judgment and expression which men of cooler passions 
may possess. Let me h^eech you, then, to hear me with cau- 
tion, to examine your prqudice, and to correct the mistakes 
into which I may he hurried by my zeal. 

Truth loves an appeal to the common sense of mankind. 
Tour unperverted understandinga can beet determine on sub- 
jects of a practical nature. The positions and plans which a 
said to be above the comprehension of the multitude may be 
always suspected to be visionary and tiidtless. He who made 
all men, hath made the truths necessary to human happiness 
obvious to all. 

Our forefathera threw off the yoke of Popery" in religion ; 
far you ia reserved the levelling the popery of politics. They " 
opened the Bible to all, and maintained the capacity of every 
man to judge for himself in religion. Are we sufficient for the 
comprehension of the sublimeet spiritual truths, and unequal 
to material and temporal ones? Heaven hath tnisted us with 
the management of things for eternity, aud \ 
a^ili^ to ju'l?" of the present, or to kno'w itcrai t: 
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the experience that will make us happy. " You c 
say they, " objects distant and remute, but canuot perceira 
those within yoitr grasp. Let us have the distribution <rf 
present goods, and cut out and manage as you please the 
interesta of futurity." This day, I trust, the reign of political; 
protestantism' will commeace. We have explored the terapls' 
of royaJty, and found that the idol we have bowed down ta 
has eyes which see not, ears that hear not our prayers, i 
heart Uke the nether millstone. We have this day reatoredi 
the Sovereign, to whom alone men ought to be obedient. He 
reigns in Heaven, an<i with a propitious eye beholds his S' " 
jects aasuniing that freedom of thought and dignity of b> 
direction which He bestowed on them. From the rising to tha 
setting sun may His kingdor 

Having been a slave to the influence of opinions earl; 
acquired and distinctions generally received, I am ever incline^ 
not to despise but to pity those who are yet in darkness. Buf 
to the eye of reason what can be more clear than that all n 
have an equal right to happines.'] 1 Nature made no other disi 
tinetion than that of higher or lower degrees of power of minil 
and body. But what mysterious dbtribution of character 1 
the craft of statesmen, more fatal than priestcraft, introduced! 

According to their" doctrine, the offspring of a successtill 
invader shall, from generation to generation, arrogate the right 
of lavishing on their ploaaurea a proportion of the fruits of th 
earth, more than sufficient to supply the wants of thousands o 
their fella w-(;reaturee ; claim authority to manage them lib 
beasts of burthen" ; and without superior industry, capadty, a 
virtue, — nay, though disgraceful to humanity by tlieir igna 
rancej iuteraperauce, and brutality, — shall be deemed beet ca 
culated to frame laws and to consult for the welfare of Rociet; 

Were the talents and virtues which Heaven has bestnwi 
vpoTi men given merely to make them more obedient drudga^ 
io be aacHSceil to the /bUiea and ambiliow of the few I o — 
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not the noble gifts so equally dispensed with a divine purpose 
anil law that the; should as nearly a^ possible be equally 
exerted, and the blessings of poverty be equally enjoyed by all ) 
Awny, then, with those absurd syateins which, to gratify tha 
pride of a few, debase the greatest part of our species below 
the order of men. What an aiiront to the King of the uni- 
verse, to maintain that the happiness of a monster sunk in 
debaucheiy and spreading desolation and murder among men, 
of a Caligula, a Nero, or a Charles," is more precious in His 
sight than that of millions of His suppliant creatures, who do 
justice, loYB mercy, and walk humbly with their God I No t 
in the judgmsnt of Heaven there is no other euperiority among 
men than a superiority in wisdom and virtue. And can we 
have a safer model iu forming ours 7 The Deity, then, baa not 
given any order or lamily of men authority over others, and if 
any men have given it, they only" could give it for themselveB. 
Our "foreiathere, 'tis said, consented to be subject to the laws 
of Great firitain, I will not, at present, dispute it, nor mark 
out the limits and conditions of their submission ; but will it 
be denied that they contracted to pay obedience, and to be 
under the control of Great Britain, because it speared to 
them most beneficial in their then present circumstances and 
Bituational We, my countrymen, have the same right to con- 
sult and provide for our happiness which they had to promote 
theirs. If they had a view to posterity in their contracts, it 
most have borai to advance the felicity of their descendants. 
If they erred in their expectations and prospects, we can never 
be condemned for a conduct which they would have recom- 
mended had but they foreseen our present condition. 

Ye darkenere of counsel, who would make the property, lives, 
and religion of millions depend on the evasive interpretations 
of musty parchments j who would send us to antiquated char> 
tera, of uncertain and contradictory meaning, to prove t\«.t ' 
presait generation are not bound to \ie VhA\ki?. \» croiSi 
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uuforgiving deapotisin, tell as whether our pioua and geueroia 
aiiceatoTB bequeathed to «8 the miserable privilege of having 
tile rewards of our honest industry, the fniita of those fields 
which they purchased and bled for, wrested from us at the will 
of men over whom we have no check? Did they contract for 
us that, with folded arms, we should expect that justice and 
mercy from brutal and inflamed inraders which have been 
denied to our supplications at the foot of the throne) Werff 
we to hear our character as a people ridiculed with indiffer- 
ence! Did they promise for us that our meekness and patience 
Bhould be insulted ; our coasts harassed ; our towns demol- 
ished and plundered, and our wives and offspring eKposed to 
nakedness, hunger, and death, without our feeling the resent-, 
ment of men, and exerting those powers of self-preservatioii 
which God has given us 7 No man had once a greater venerar 
tion for Englishmen than I entertained. They were dear to 
me, as branches of the same parental trunk, and partakers of 
the same rehgion and laws; I still view with respect the. 
remains of the constitution" as I would a lifeless body which 
had once been animated by a great and heroic soul. But when 
I am roused by the din of arms ; when I behold legions of 
foreign assassins, paid by Englishmen to imbrue their bands 
in our blood ; when I tread over the uncoffiued bones of ray 
countrymen, neighbors, and friends; when I see the locks of »-, 
venerable fatter torn by savage hands, and a feeble motlter,L 
clasping her infanta to her bosom, on her knees imploring theiE'' 
Uvea irom her own slaves, whom Englishmen have allured to 
treachery and murder ; when I behold my country, onee th«' 
seat of industiy, peace, and plenty changed by Englishmen \a, 
a theatre of blood and misery. Heaven forgive me if I cannot, 
root out those passions which it has implanted in my boaoiOf 
and detest submission to a people who have either ceased to b>9 
humnn, or have nut virtue enough to feel their owu wretchect 
aeea'anii aervitude. 
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Men wLo conteat theiDBolvea with the serahlancc of tnith, 
and a display of wordis, talk much of our obUgatiouH to Great 
Britain for protection ! Had she a single eye to our advan- 
tage! A nation" of shopkeepers are very seldom so disin- 
terested. Lot us not be so amused with words ; the extenfiion 
of her commerce was her object. When she defended i 
coasts, she fought for her customers, and convoyed our ships 
loaded with wealth which we had acquired for her by t 
industry. She has treated us as beasts of burthen, whom the 
lordly masters cherish that they may carry a greater loail. 
Let us inquire also against whom she has protected us ; 
against her own enemies with whom we hud no quarrel, or 
only on her account, and against whom we always reaidily 
exerte<l our wealth and strength when they were required. 
Were these culonies backward in giving assiatance to Great 
Britain when they were called upon in 1739 to aid the 
pedition against Carthagena"! They at that time sent three 
thousand men to join the British army, although the i 
commenced without their consent. But the last " war, 
eaid, was purely American. This is a vulgar error, which like 
many others has gained credit Ly being confidently repeated. 
The disputes between the courts of Great Britain and France 
related to the limits of Canada and Nova Scotia. The < 
troverted territory was not claimed by any in the colonies, but 
by the Crown of Great Britain. It was, therefore, their own 
quarrel. The infringement of a right which England had, b_ 
the treaty of Utrecht, of trading in the Indian country of 
Ohio, was another cause of the war. The French seized large 
quantities of British manufacture, and took possession of a 
fort which a company of British merchants and factors had 
erected for the security of their commerce. The war ■» 
therefore, waged in defence of lands claimed by the Orown and) 
for the protection of British property. The FT%"wt,\i &^ "^kb^ 
time had no guarraJ with America ; a,n4, aa K^'^ftMs \i5 \ '"'" " 
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sent from thoir commander-in-chief to Bomc of the colonies, 
wiahed to remain in peace with us. The pat-t, therefore, which 
we then took, the miaerieB to which we exposed ourselves, 
ought to be charged to our affection for Britain. These colo- 
nies granted more than their proportion to the support of the 
war. They raised, clothed, and maintained nearly twenty- 
five thousand men, and so sensible were the people of England' 
of our great exertions that a message was annually sent to the 
House of Commons purporting, " That his Mjyesty being 
highly satisfied with the zeal and vigor with which bis faith- 
fiil subjects in North America had exerted themselves in' 
defence of his Majesty's just rights and possessions, recom- 
mended it to the House to take the same into consideration' 
and enable him to give them a proper compensation." 

But what purpose can arguments of this kind answer Y Didj 
the protection we received annul our rights as men, and lay u 
under an obligation of being miserable i 

Who among you, my countrymen, that is a father, wouMh 
claim authority to nuke your child a slave because you bad 
nourished him in his infancy! 

'Tis a strange species of generosity which requires a retiuit< 
infinitely more valuable than anything it could have bestowed j 
that demands as a reward for a defence of our property a a 
render of those inestimable privileges, to the arbitrary will of 
vindictive tyrants, which alone give value to that very prop* 

Political right and public happiness are different words toe 
the same idea. They who wander into metaphysical laby* 
rintha, or hare recoiu^e to original contracts, to determine f 
rights of men, either impose on themselves or mean to delude 
others. Public utility is the only certain criterion. It 
test which brings disputes to a speedy decision, and makes { 
appeal to the feelings of mankind. The force of truth lut 
abl^ied oiea to use arguments drawn from ttia principle, whi 
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were combating it, in practice and Bpeculation. T)ie advo- 
cutes for a despotic governmeut, and non-resistance to the 
magistrate, employ reasons iu lavoor of their aysteras, drawn 
froTn a consideration of their tendency to promote' public hap- 
piness. 

The Author of Nature directs all his operations to the pro- 
duction of the greatest good, and baa made humaa virtue 
consist in a disposition and conduct which tends to the co 
nion felicity of his creatures. An abridgement of the natural 
freedom of man, by the institution of political societies, ia 
■vindicable only on this foot." How absuni, then, ia it to draw 
arguments from the nature of civil society for the annibilation 
of those very ends which society was intended to procure. 
il&D associate for their mutual advantage. Hence the good 
and happiness of the members, that is, the majority of the 
membera of any state, is the great standard by which evory- 
tbing relating to that state must finally be determined; and 
though it may be supposed that a body of people may be 
bound by a volimtaTj resignation (which they have bewi so 
infatuateil as to make) of all their interests to a single person, 
or to a few, it can never be conceived that the resignation is 
obligatory to their posterity, he<!aiise it ia manifestly coutraiy 
to the good of the whole that it should be so. 

These are the sentiments of the wisest and most virtuous 
champions of flreedom. Attend to a portion on this subject 
tram a book in our defence written, I had almost said, by the 
pen of inspiration, "I lay no sti-eas," says he, "on charters 
tbey derive their rights from a higher source. It is inconsist^ 
ent with common sense to imagine that any people would ever 
think of settUng in a distant country, on any such condition, 
or that the people from whom they withdrew should forever be^ 
masters of their property, and have power to subject thera to', 
any modes of goveminent they pleased. Aud \ibA tjytt*. 'oe 
tpreaa stipulationa to this purpose m aii. ftit *SMsrtKW. 'A 
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colouies, they ■would, in my opinion, be no more bound by 
them than if it had been stipulated with them that they 
should go naked, or expose theniselvea to the i 
wolves and tigers." 

Such are the opinions of every virtuous and enlightened 
patriot in Great Britain. Their petition to Heaven ia, " That 
there may be one free country left upon earth, to which they 
may fly when venality, luxury, aiid vice shall have completed 
the ruin of liberty there." 

Courage, then, my countrymen ! our contest is not only 
whether we oureelves shall be free, but whether there shall be 
left to mankind an asylum on earth for civil and religious lib- 
erty. Diamiaaing, therefore, the justice of o 
testable, the only question is, What is best for us to pursue 
in our present circumstances ? 

The doctrine of dependence upon Great Britain is, 1 believe, 
generally exploded ; but && I would attend to the iiouest weak- 
ness of the simplest of men, you will pardon ~ 
few words on this subject. 

We are now on this continent, tfl the astonishment of the 
world, three millions of souls united in one common cause, 
have large armies well disciplined and appointed, with ( 
manders" inferior to none in military skill, and superior in 
activity and zeal. Wo are furnished with arsenals and stores 
beyond our most sanguino expectations, and foreign nations are 
waiting to crown our success with their alliances. There a 
instances of, I would say, an almost astonishing Providence in 
our favor ; our suecesa has staggere<i our enemies, and almost 
^ven liiith to infidels" ; so that we may truly say it i> 
our own arm which has saved us. 

The hand of Heaven seems to have ted us on to be, perhaps, 
bumble instnimeuta and means in the great Providential dis- 
jwnsation which is completing. We have fled from the politi- 
tMlSodomj let ua not look back lest we perish and become | 
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raonument of infamy and derision to the world. For can we 
ever expect more unanimity and a better preparation for de- 
fense ; more infatuation of counsel among our enemies, and 
more ralor and zeal among oiiraelves! The same force and 
reeietauee which are sufficient to procure ue our UbertieH, will 
secure ua a glorious independence and support ub in the dignity 
of tree, imperial States. We cannot suppose that our opposi- 
tion has made a corrupt and dissipated nation more friendly 
to America, or created in them a greater reapect for the rights 
of mankind. We can, therefore, expect a restoration and 
establishment of our privileges, and a compensation for the 
injuries we have received from their want of power, from their 
fears, and not from their virtues. The unanimity and valor 
which will affect an honorable peace can render a, fixture con- 
test for our liberties unnecessary. Ho who has strength to 
chain down the wolf, is a madman if he lets him loose without 
drawing his teeth and paring his nails. 

From the day on which an accommodation" takes plac 
tween England and America on any other terms than aa inde- 
pendent states, I shall date the ruin of this country. A politic 
minister will study to lull us into security by granting u 
full extent of our petitions. The warm sunshine of influence 
would melt down the virtue which the violence of the storm 
rendered more Arm and unyielding. In a state of tranquillity, 
wealth, and luxury, our desceiidants would forget tlie arts of 
war and the noble activity and zeal which made their ancestors 
invincible. Every art of corruption would be employed to 
loosen the bond of union which renders our resistance formid- 
able. When the spirit of liberty which now animates i 
hearts and give success to our arms is extinct, our numbers 
will accelerate our ruin, and render us easier victims to tyrannyti 
,Ye abandoned minions of an infatuated ministry, if peradveiH 
tute any should yet remain among ua — ■5«oift\A*K '^saSj ' 
"" ■ t iHoiitgoznery are noEcAKseii. aoiaiyfe '^*' ' 



76 EABLT AMERICAN OBATIONS 

Contemplate the mangled bodies of your countrymen and then 
say, what should be the reward of such aacrificesi Bid nofe 
OUT posterity bow the knee, supplicitte the friendship, and. 
plougl) and sow and reap, to glut the avarice of the men who 
liave let loose on iia the doga of war to riot in our blood, and 
hunt U9 from the face of the earth ! If ye love wealth better 
than liberty, the tranquillity of servitude thau the animating' 
contest of freedom, go from us in peace. We aak not your 
counsels or arms. Crouch down and lick the hands which feed 
you. May your chains set Lightly upon you, and may posterity 
forget that ye were our countrymen 

To unite the Supremacy of Great Britain and the Liberty 
of America is utterly impossible. So vast a continent and at 
such a distance from the seat of empire, will every day grow 
more unmanageable. The motion of so unwieldy a body caiH 
not be directed with any dispatch and uniformity, without com-.- 
mitting to the Parliament of Great Britain powers inconsiHtentl 
with our freedom. The authority and force which would 1» 
absolutely necessary for the preservation of the peace and good',' 
order of this continent would put all our valuable rights withiH' 
the reach of that nation. 

As the administration of government requires firmer g 
more numerous supports in proportion to its extent, the bui^ 
, thens imposed on us would be excessive, and we sliould have tha 
mdancboly prospect of their increaamg on our posterity. Tba 
scale of olfieers, from the rapacious and needy a 
the haughty governor, and from the governor with his hungij 
train to pcrhajts a licentious and prodigal viceroy, must be ii 
held by you and your children. The fleets and armies whi 
will be oraploywl to silence your murmurs and complaints mi 
be supported by the fruits of your industry." 

And yet, with all this enlargement of the expense and powen 
of goverumtnt, the administration of it at such a distance a 
i extensive a territory, must ncccaaaiilj ML of BottiBi 
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the lawa into vigorous execution, remoying private oppressions, 
and forming plans for the advancement of agriculture and com- 
merce, and preserving the vast empire in any tolerable peace 
and security. If our posterity retain any spark of patriotism, 
they can never tamely submit to any such burtheua. This 
country will be made the field of bloody contention till it gains 
that independence for which nature formed it. It is, therefore, 
iiyustice and cniclty to our offspring, and would atamp ua with 
the character of basenesa and cowardice, to leave the salvation 
of this country to be worked out by them with accumulated 
difficulty and danger. 

Prejudice, I confess, may warp our judgments. Let us hear 
the decisions" of Englishmen wbo cannot be suspected uf par- 
tiality: "The Americans," they say, "are but little short of 
half our number. To this number they have grown from a 
email body of settlers by a very rapid increase. The proba- 
bility is that they will go on to inercase, and that in fifty or 
sixty years they will be double our number and form a mighty 
empire, consisting of a variety of states, all equal or superior to 
ouraelves in all the arts and accomplishmenta which give dig- 
nity and happiness to human life. In that perio<l will they be 
still hound to acknowledge that supremacy over them which wa 
now clttini ) Can there be any person who will assert this or 
whose mind does not revolt at the idea of a vast continent, 
holding all that is valuable to it, at the discretion of a handful 
of people on the other side of the Atlantic 1 But if at that 
period this would be unreasonable, wliat makes it otherwise 
now I Draw the line if you can. But there is still a greater 
difficulty. 

" Britain is now, I will suppose, the seat of liberty and virtue, 
and its legislature consists of a boily of able and independent 
men, who govern with wiadom and justice. The time may 
come when all will be reversed ; when its eKcellent wra^^W'B&^i 
ni government will be subverted ; wkeu, -^lesweX V^ JitS^^a 
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taxes, it will be greedy to draw to itself an inerean 
from every distant province, in order to ease its own burthens ; 
when the influence of the crown, etrengtheoed by luaury and 
by an universal profligacy of manners, will have tainted every 
heart, broken down every fence of liberty, and rendered ua a 
nation of tame and contented vaasala ; when a general election 
will be nothing but a general auction of boroughs, and when 
the Parliament, the grand council of the nation, and once the 
faithful guardian of the state and a terror to evil miniatera, 
will be degenerated into a body of sycophants, dependent and 
venal, always ready to confirm any measures, and little more 
than a pubUc court for registering royal edicts. Such, it is 
possible, may sometime or other be the state of Great Britain. 
What will at that period be the duty of the colonies 1 Will 
they be still bound to unconditional submission } Must they 
always continue an appendage to our governmeut, and follow it 
implicitly through every change that can happen to it) Wretched 
condition, indeed, of millions of freemen as good as ouraelveB ! 
Will you say that we now govern equitably and that there is no 
danger of such revolution 1 Would to God that this were true 1 
But will you not always say the same? Who shall Judge 
whether we govern equitably or notl Can you give the colo- 
nies any security that such a period will never cornel" Not 
The period, countri/meii, w alreadi/ come/ The calamities 
were at our door. The rod of oppression was raided over us. 
We were roused from our alumberg, and may we never sink into 
repose until we can convey a clear and undisputed inheritanoo 
to our posterity. This day we are called upon to give a glori- 
ous esample of what the wisest and best of men were r^oiced 
to view only in speculation." This day presents the world with 
the most august spectacle its annals have ever unfoSdeil — mill' 
ions of freeiuea deliberately and vuluatiLrily forming themselvea 
into A society for their common defence aud common happin 
■HaworiaJ Mpirita of Hampden, Locke, and Sidney I will it 
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aiiil to your benevolent joya to behold your posterity rising to 
tUe diguity of men, and evineiag to the wurid the reality and 
expediency of your Bystema, and in the actual enjoyment of that 
e<iual liberty which you were happy, when on earth, in delineat- 
ing and recommending to mankind 1 

Other nations hare received their laws from conqiiororB ; some 
are indebted for a constitution to the Bufferings of their ances- 
tors throiigli revolving centnriea. The people of tliia country 
■jiaaa have formally and deliberately chosen a government for 
themselves, and with open and uninfluenced consent bound 
themselves to a social compact. Here no man proclaims his 
birth or wealth as a title to honorable distinction or to sanctify 
ignorance and vice with the name of hereditary authority. He 
who has most zeal and ability to promote public felicity, let 
him be the servant of the public This is the only line of dis- 
tinction drawn by nature. Leave the bird of night to the 
obscurity for which nature intended him, and expect only from 
the eagle to burst the clouds witli his wings and look boldly in 
the face of the sun. 

Some who would persuade ns that they have tender feelings 
for future generations, wiiile they are insensible to the happi- 
ness of the present, are perpetually foreboding a train of dissen- 
sions under our popular system. Such men's reasouing amounts 
to this : give up all that is valuable to Great Britain, and then 
you will have no inducements to quarrel among yourselves ; or 
suffer yourselves to be chained down by your enemies, that you 
may not be able to fight with your firiends. 

This is an insult on your virtue as well as yonr common 
sense. Your unanimity this day and through the course of 
the war is a decisive refutation of such invidious predictions. 
Our enemies have already had evidence that our present con- 
stitution ° contains in it the ju.stLce and ardor of freedom, and 
the wisdom and vigor of the most absolute syatom. When the 
law is the will of the people, it will be umiwio. wai 
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but fluctuation, contrailiction, and inconsistency of council 
must be expected uiider those governments where every revoln* 
tion in the ministry of a. court produces one in the state. 
being the folly and pride of all minieterB, that they ever pureoe 
measurea directly opposite to those of their predecessors. 

We shall neither be exposed to the necessary convulsions ai 
elective monarchies, nor to tbe want of wisdom, fortitude, t 
virtue to which hereditary Buceeasion is liable. In your handi 
it will be to perpetuate a prudent, active, and Just legislature^ 
which will never expire until you yourselves lose the v' 
which give it exiateace. ^^ 

And, brethren and fellow-countrymen, if it was ever granted 
to mortals to trace the designs of Providence, and interpret iti 
manifestations in favor of their cause, we may, with humilitf 
of soul, cry out " Not unto na, not unto us, but to thy Nama 
be the praise." The cnnfnsioti of the devices among oui 
mies, and the rage of the elements againat them, have doof 
almost as much towanl our success as either our councils o 

The time at which this attempt on our liberties was madq 
when we were ripeneil into maturity, had acquireii a knowledg 
of war, and were free from the incursions of enemies in t" ' 
country, the gradual advances of our oppressor, enabling us 
prepare for our defence, the unusual fertUity of our lands a 
the clemency of the seasons, the success which at first atteuc 
our feeble arms, producing unanimity among our friends, ani 
reducing our internal foes to acquiescence — these are all Btronj 
and palpable marks and assurances, that Providence is ye 
gracious unto Zion, that it will turn away the captivity <A 

Our" gloiious reformers, when they broke through tlu 
fetters of superstition, effected more than could be expecte 
from an age so darkened. But tlipy left much to be done 1 
their pOBterity. Tbey Jopped off, indeeil, aomc of the branc^ 
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of pipery, but they left the root anil stock when they left iia 
luuler the domination of hnman ajBteiim and deeisions, ueiirping 
the infallibility whinh can be attributed to reTelation only. 
They dethroned one usurper only to raise up another. They 
refused allegiance to the Pope, ouly to place the civU magis- 
trate in the throne of ChiiHt, vested with authority to enaut 
laws, and inflict penalties in his kingilom. And if we now cast 
our eyes over the nations of the earth, we shall find tliat in- 
stead of possessing the pure religion of the Gospel, they may 
be divided either into infidels, who deny the truth, or politi- 
cians, who make religion a stalking horse for their ambition, 
or professors, who walk in the trammels of orthodoxy, and are 
more att^utive to traditions and ordinances of men than to the 
oracles of truth. 

The civil magistrate has everywhere contaminated religion 
by making it an engine of xwlicy ; and freedom of thought and 
the right of private judgment, in matters of conscience driven 
from every other corner of the earth, direct their course to this 
happy country as their last as^'lum. Let uh cherish the noble 
gue8te,-and shelter them under the wings of an universal tolera- 
tion. Bo this the seat of unbounded religious freedom. She 
will hring with her in her train, industry, wisdom, and com- 
merce. She thrives most when left to shoot forth in her natu- 
ral luxuriance, and asks from human policy only not to be 
checked in her growth by artificial encouragements. 

Thus, by the beneficence of Pi'ovidence, we shall behold 
onr empire arising, founded on justice and the voUmtary con- 
Bent of the people, and giving full exercise of those faculties and 
rights which most ennoble our species. Besides the advantages 
of liberty and the most equal constitution, heaven has given ua 
a countty with every variety of climate and soil, pouring fortK 
in abundance whatever is necessary for the support, comfort, 
and strength of a nation. Within oar osra \««?«,\* 

<ja of sustenance, defence, taii coHflaBi«j \ *^ 
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eame time, these aclYantages are so dietfibiiteil among the dif- 
ferent states of this continent, aa if nature had in view to pro* 
claim tons ! — be imited among yourselves, and you will want ' 
nothing troia the rest of the world. 

The more Northern States moat amply supply us with eveiy 
neceasary, and many of the luxuries of life : with iron, timber^ 
and masts for ships of commerce or of war ; with flax for th« 
manufactory of linen, and seed either for oil or esportation 

So abundant are our harresto that almost every part i 
more than double the quantity of grain requisite for the suppoB 
of its iuhabitanta. From Gwrgia to the Carolinaa we have, %, 
well for our own wants as for the purpose of supplying the w 
of other powers, indigo, rice, hemp, naval stores, and lumber. 

Virginia and Maryland t^em with wheat, Indian c 
tobacco. Bvery nation whose harvest is precarious, or wboH 
lands yield not those commodities which we cultivate, 
gladly exchange their superfluities and manufactures for ours. 

We have alrea<iy received many and larger cargoes of clothing 
military stores, etc, from our coinmcree with foreign power 
and, in spite of the efibrtfi of the boasted navy of England, it 
shall continue to profit " by this connection. 

The want of our naval stores has abeady increased the pricf 
of these articles to a great height, especially in Britain. WitW 
out our lumber, it will be impossible for those haughty islandeii 
to convey the products of the West Indies to their own ports 
for a while they may with difficulty effect it, but without og 
assistance their resources must soon faiL Indeed, the Wei 
India Islands appear as the necessary appendages to thia oi 
empire. They must owe their support to it, and erdong, 
doubt not, some of them will from necessity wish to etjoy tj 
benelit of our protection." 

These natural advantages will enable ns to remain indep 
Jent of the world, or make it the interest of Euroi}ean powe 
io court oar alliance and aid in piolectins ^» a^inat the ii 
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Binns of others. What argument, ^ 

show the equity of our couduct ; or i 
mend it to our prudence ! Nature p 
enemies have obliged ua tn pursue it.'. 

If there is any man bo base or so 1 
dence on Great Britain, to the dignit] 
member of a free and indepenilcnl natt 
necessity now demands what the gener^ 
should have dictated. . 

We have now no other alternative ( 
moat ignomiuioiiB and galliug eervitude. 
enemies thicken on our plains ; desoktion i 
bloody career ; whilst the mangled corpses of our countiymen 
seem to cry out to us as a voice from heaven : " Will you per- 
mit our posterity to groan under the galling chains of i 
murderers J Has our blomi been expended in vain ? Ib the 
only reward which our constancy till death has obtained for our 
country, that it should be sunk into a deeper and more ignomin- 
ioua vassalage J Recollect who are the men that demand your 
submission ; to whose decrees you are invited to pay obedience. 
Men who, unmindful of their relation to you as brethren, of 
your long implicit submission to their laws, of thesacrifice which 
you and your foreiathers made of your natural advantages 
for commerce to their avarice — formed a deliberate plan to 
wrest from you the small pittance of property which they had 
permitted you to acquire. Remember that the men who wish 
to rule over you are they who, in pursuit of this plan of despot- 
ism, annulled the sacred contracts which had been made with 
your ancestors ; conveyed into your cities a mercenary Boldiety 
to compel you to subnussion by insult and murder — who called 
your patience, cowardice ; your piety, hypocrisy." 

Countrymen, the men wtio now invite you to surrender your ' 
rights into their hands, are the men ^\io \va.Nft \iA, \w«tt "fiaft , 
■ aairagea to riot in the bkioil ot ftirai \Kfe'CiaKB-\ """' 
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eame time, tlies«tablish popery triiiraphant in our land ; vho 
ferent states treachery to your slaves, and courteii them tc 
claim to ij«" wives anil children, 
nothinp^ are the men " to whom we are exhorted to sacrifice th» 
8 which Providence holds out to us, — the happiness, the 
jnity of uncontrolled freedom and independence. 

Let not your generous indignation be directed sgninst ajij^ 
among ns, who may advise so absurd and maddening a measure^ 
Their number is but few and daily decreases ; and the spirit^ 
which can render them patient of slavery, will render them con- 
temptible ei 

Our Union is now complete ; our Coastitution compoaedi 
establish&l, and approved. You are now the guardians of youK 
own liberties. We may justly address you as the Decemvi^ 
did the Romans, and say ; " Nothing that we propose can paai 
into a law without your consent. Be yourselves, American^ 
the authors of thnae laws on which your happiness depends.'' 

You have now in the field armies sufficient to repel 
whole force of your enemies and their base and mercenary s 
iliaries.° The hearts of your soldiers beat high with the spirti 
of freedom ; they are animated with the justice of their causi 
and while they grasp their swords, can look up to heaven li 
assistance. Your adversaries are composed of wretches wb^ 
laugh at the rights of humanity, who turn religion into derisios 
and would for higher wages direct their swords against th^ 
leaders or their country. Gro on then, in your generous ento^ 
prise, with gratitude to heaven for past success and confidenm 
of it in the future. For my own part, 1 ask no greater blesaii^ 
than to share with you the common danger and common gIorjr< 
If I have a wish dearer to my soul than that my ashes may bl 
mingled with those of a Warren or a Montgomery, it is that 
these American States may never cease to be free and indep 
diati/ 




1767-1804 

Alexander Hamilton was a native of the West Indiee. 
He waa, as a lad, hraught to the American shore, and received 
his training at King's {now Columbia) College. He waa a 
ceasivelj soldier and statesman, and everywhere he did worthy 
service. As a soldier he was brave and cool ; but this was not 
his particular field. In statecraft be excelled ; and it is to him 
that this country ia indebted for much that ia valuable in 
constitution, and for almost all of her financial policy. 

His speeches, of which the most fiimons ia here given, show 
his direct and forceful manner, and the convEncing qudity of 
bis utterance due, perhaps, to his keen perception of cooditioiia 
and cooaequencea, a.e much as to his quietly, insistent speech. 

Foreigners class Hamilton as our greatest statesman. 



pi 



ON THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION 



This is one of those subjects, Mr. Chairman, on which 
objectioUB very naturally arise iind asaume tlie must plausibly 
ehape. Ita address is to the passions, and its impresBicHia 
create a pr^udice liefore cool osaiainatvoa bw. a-^i w^' 
for exertion. It ia more easy fot ftvB \iM.ifi»a, -kmA ^i 
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tbe evila than tlie advantages of a measure, and vastly moro 
natural to apprehend the danger than to see the neceesity oC 
giving powers to our rulers. Hence, I may justly e 
tha,t those who hear me will place less confidence in 
arguments which oppose than in those which favor their 



After all our doubts, our suspicious and speculations oi 
Butyect of goveminent, we must return at last to this imp(^ 
taat truth — that when we have formed a constitution upoib 
firee prindples, when we have giren a proper balance to tha 
diiFerent branches of the administration, ami fixed representftf. 
tion upon pure and equal principles, we may, with safety, fumialt 
it with all the powers necessary to answer in the most ampltf 
manner the purposes of government. The great desiderata" 
are a free representation and mutual checks. When these are 
obtained, all our apprehensions of ttie extent of powers are 
uqjust and imaginary. What, then, is the stnicture of thi^ 
Constitntion ? One branch of the legislature is to be elected by 
the people — -by the same people who clioose your State n 
resentativea. Its meinhera are to hold their office two yeo 
and then return to thdr constituents. Here, Sir, the peoptej 
govern ; here they act by their immediate representatives.^ 
You have also a Senate, constituted by your State legislatures 
— by men in whom you place the highest confidence and form- 
ing another representative branch. Then again you have Mt 
executive mi^i»trate, created by a form of election which merits 
universal admiration. In the form of this government, and i . 
the mode of legislation, you find all the checks which thfl 
greatest politicians and the best writers have ever conceived^ 
What more can reasonable men desire 1 Is there any oi 
branch in which the wliolc le^lative and executive powers a 
lodged ? No. The legislative authority is lodged in three di»- 
tiaot branches, properly balanceil ; the executive authority ia 
dindaj between two braacfies; and ttie juiiciii \a atiili tbm " " 
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for an inilepeaiient body, who hold their offices during good 
behavior. This organiiation is so complex, so skilftdly c 
trived, that it is next to impossible that an impolitic cfr wicked 
measure should pass the great scrutiny with success. Now 
what do gentlemen mean by coming forward and de<;lainiing 
against this government 1 Why do they say we ought to limit 
its powers, to disable it, and to destroy ita capacity of bless- 
ing the people 1 Has philosophy suggested, has esperience 
taught that such a government ought not to be trusted with 
everything necessary for the good of society! Sir, when you 
have divided and nicely balanced the departments of govern- 
ment ; when you have strongly connected the virtue of your 
rulers with their interest ; when, in short, you have rendered 
your syatem as perfect aa human forms can be, you must 
place confidence, you must give power. 

We have heard a great deal of the sword and the purse ; 
is said our Iiberti"a are in danger if both are possessed by Con- 
gress. Let us see what is the true meaning of this r 
which has l;>een so much used and so little understood. It ia 
that you shall not place these powers in either the legislative 
or executive singly ; neither one nor the other shall have both, 
because this would destroy that division of powers on which 
political liberty is founded, and would fiimish one body with 
all the means of tyranny. But whei'e the purse is lodged i 
ono branch, and the sword in another, there can he no danger. 
AH governments have possessed these powers ; they would be 
monsters without them, and incapable of exertion. What is your ' 
State government T Does not your legislature command what 
monqr it pleases! Does not your executive execute the lawt' 
without restraint! These distinctions between the purse astS 
the sword have no application to the system, but only to it* 
separate hmnches. Sir, when we reason about the great mtJK- 
esta of a great people, it is high time ftvaA ^s 
» aad banish declamation. 
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In order to indnce ua to consider the powera given by this 
conatitutiou as dangaroua, in order to render plausible any 
attempt to take away the life and Spirit of the most important 
power in government, ^ the gentleman complains that we shall 
not have a true and safe representation. I asked him what a, 
safe repreaentaCion was, and he haa given no satisfactory 
The Assembly of New York has been mentioned aa a proper 
atandanl ; but if we apply this standard to the general govern- 
ment, our Congresa will become a mere mob, expoaed to eveiy 
irregnlar impulse, and aubjeut to every breeze of faction. Can 
BUGh a system afford security 1 Can you have confidence in 
such a body] The idea of taking the ratio of representation 
in a small society for the ratio of a great one is a fallacy which 
ought to ba exposed. It is impossible to ascertain to what 
point our representation will increase*; it may vary from one to 
two, three, or four hundred! ; it depends upon the progreas of 
population. Suppose it is to rest at two hundred ; is not thi4' 
number sufficient to secure it against corruption 1 ' ~ 
nature must be a much more weak and despicable thing than I' 
apprehend it to bo if two hundred of our fellow-citizens can be' 
corrupted in two years. But suppose they are corrupted ; c^ 
they in two years accomplish their designs I Can they form « 
combination, and even lay a foundation for a system of tyranny, 
in BO short a period] It is far from my intention to wound. 
the feelings of any gentleman ; but I must, in tbia moat intei^ 
eating diacuasion, apeak of tilings as they are, and hold up 
opinions ia the light in which they ought to appear ; and I' 
mnintaia that all that has been said of corruption, of the purMi 
and the sword, and of the danger of giving powera, ia not ev 
ported by principle or fact ; that it ia mere verbiage and ii 
declamation. The true principle of government ia this : ma 
the ayatem complete in ite structure, give a perfect proporti 
^aii balance to ita parts, and the powera you give it will nevec 
affeat your aeeurity. Tbu queatiou, tteu, lA Xiia ^viMoo. 
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powGra between the general and state govemnienta is a question 
of convenience ; it becomes a prudential inquiry what powers 
are proper to be reserved to the tatter, and this iimntiUately 
involyes another inquiry into the proper objects of the two 
governments. This is the criterion by which we shall deter- 
mine the just distribution of powers. 

The great leading objects of the federal " government, in 
which revenue is concerned, are to maintain domestic peace 
and provide for the common defence. In these are compre- 
hended the regulation of commerce ; that is, the whole system 
of foreign intercourse, the support of armies and navies, and of 
the civil administration. It is useless to go into detail. Every 
one knows that the objects of the general government are 
numerous, extensive, and important. Every one must acknowl- 
edge the necessity of giving powers in all respects, and in every 
degree equal to these objects. The principle assented to, let 
iiH inquire what are the olu'ects of the State govemmenta. 
Have they t^ provide against foreign mvnsion t Have they to 
maintain fleets and armies! Have they any concern in the 
regulation of commerce, the procuring alliances, or forming 
treaties of peacel No. Their objects are merely civil and 
domestic ; to support the legislative establishment, and to 
provide for the administration of the laws. Let any one com- 
pare the expense of supporting the civil list in a State with the 
expense of providing for the defence of the Union. The differ- 
ence 18 almost beyond calculation. The experience of Great 
Britain will throw Home light on this subject. In that king- 
dom the ordinary expenses of peace to those of war are as one 
to fourteen ; but there they have a monarch, with his splendid 
court, and an enormous civil establishment, with wWch we 
have nothing in this country to compare. If in Great Britaii 
the expenses of war and peace are so diaproportioned, how wid 
will be their disparity in the United SttAfta\ \wr« \\Ssk*^ 
li wider Ijetweeu the general goverameiA aai ea(i\ \sv&-vi 
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State ! Now, Sir, where ought the great reBoiirces to be Itnlgetl 1 
Every rational man will give an immediate answer. To what 
extent shall these reaourees be posaessed ) Geaauu says, i 
as poaaible exigeueiea can require ; tJiat is, without limitation. 
A constitution canniJt set bounds to a nation's wants ; it ought 
not, therefore, to set bounds to its resources. Unexpected 
invasions, long and ruinous wars, may demand all the possible 
abilities of the country. Shall not your government have 
power to call these abilities into action 1 The contingencies of 
society are not reducible to calculations. They cannot be fixed 
or bounded even in imagination. Will you limit the n 
your defence when yoii cannot ascertain the force or extent of _ 
the invasion! Even in ordinary wars a government is fre- 
quently obliged to call for supplies to the temporary oppression 
of the people. 

Sir, if we adopt the idea of exclusive revenues, we shall be 
obliged to fix some distinguished line which neither government 
shall overpa'w. The inconveniences of this measure must ap- 
pear evident on the slightest examination. The resources appro- 
priated to one may dimiuiaU or fail, while those of the other 
may increase beyond the wants of government. One may be 
destitute of revenues, while the other shall possess an unnecee- 
aary abundance, and the Constitution will be an eternal barrier 
to a mutual intercourse and relief. In this case, will the indi- 
vidual states stand on so good a ground as if the objects of 
taxation were loft free and open to the embrace of both the 
governments) Possibly, in the advancement of c 
imports may increase to such a degree as to render direct taxes 
unnecessary. These resources, then, aa the constitution standB, 
may be occasionally relinquished to the States ; but ( 
gentleman's idea of prescribing exclusive limits and precluding < 
all reciprocal communication, this would be entirely improper, 
Thff lau^ of the States must not touch the appropriated , 
' of the United States whatev«i uo.^ \i& ^ist "^ 
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Would it not be of more advantage to the States to have a 
current jurisdiction extending to all the sources of revenue than 
to be condned to such a small resource as, on calculation of the 
olfjecta of the two govemmeuts, should appear to be their due 
proportion 1 Certainly you cannot hesitate on thia, question. 
The gentleman's plan would have a further ill effect : it would 
tend to dissolve the connection and correspondence of the two 
governments, to estrange them from each other, and to destroy 
that mutual dependence wliich forms the essence of union. 
Sir, a number of arguments have been advanced by an honor- 
aUe member from New York, which, to every unclouded mind, 
must carry conviction. He has stated tiiat in sudden emergen- 
cies it may be necessary to borrow, unless you have fimda to 
pledge for the payment of your debts. Limiting the power 
the government to certain resources is rendering the fiind pre- 
carious ; and obhging the government to aek, instead of empower- 
ing it to command, is to destroy all confidence and creflit. I" 
the power of taxing is restricted, the consequence is that, o 
the breaking out of a war, you must divert the funds appropri- 
ated to the payment of debts to answer immediate exigencies. 
Thus you violate your engagements at the very time you increase 
the burden of them. Besides, sound policy coniiemna the prac- 
tice of accumulating debts. A government, to act with energy, 
should have the possession of all its revenues to answer present 
purposes. The principle for which I contend is recognized in 
all its extent by our old" Constitution. Congress is authorized 
to raise troops, to call for supplies without limitation, and to 
borrow money to any amount. It is true they must use tl 
form of recommendations and requisitions ; but the States a 
bound by the solemn ties of honor, of justice, of religion, to 
comply without reserve. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been advanced as a principle that no 
government but a despotism can exist in a vec^ «&.tewH«*i 
countiy. This ia a melancholy coGBiiemSKoa \Bi!is«&. "^&-' 
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were founded on truth, we ought to dismisa the idea of a 
publican govemmeat, even for the State of New York. This 
idea has been taken from a celebrated writer who, by being 
miauader^tood, lias been the oeeaaion of irequeut fallneiea in 
our reasoning on political eubject^. But the position baa been 
misapprehended, and its application is entirely false and u 
warrantable. It relates only to democracies, where the whole 
body of the people meet to transact business and where repre- 
sentation is unknown. Such were a number of ancient and 
some modem independent cities. Men who read without atten- 
tion hare taken those maxims respecting the extent of country, 
and contrary to their proper meaning have applied them to 
republics in general. TbU application is wrong in respect to 
all Tepresentative governments, but especially in relation to a 
confederacy of States, in which the supreme legislature has 
only general powers, and the civil and domestic concerns of the 
people are regulated by the laws of tlie several States. This 
diatinction being kept in view, all the difficulty will vanish, 
and we may easily conceive that the people of a large country 
may be represented ae truly as those of a smaUar n 
assembly oonetitnted for general purposes may be fully compe- 
tent to every federal regulation, without being too numerous 
for deliberate conduct. If the State governments were to be 
abolished, the question would wear a ditferent face ; but this 
idea is inadmissible. They are absolutely necessary to the 
system. Their existence must form a leading principle in th^ 
most perfect constitution we could form. I insist that it never 
can be the interest or desire of the national Legislature to de- 
stroy the State governments. It can derive no advantage from 
such an event ; but, on the contrary, would lose an indispensa" 
ble support, a u&«»sary aid in executing the laws and c 
veying the influence of government to the doors of the peopla 
The Union is dependent on the will of the State governinenta , 
Ha-Sts ehlef mi^iatrate and for its Seuate,° THki blqw a 
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at the members miiat give a fatal wound to the head, anil the 
(lestnictioiL of the States muet be at onee a political swcide. 
Can the national government be guilty of this maduera I 
What inducements, what teraptationa, can they have? Will 
they attach new honors to their station, will they increaBa 
the national sti'ength, will they multiply the national 
sources, will they make themselves more respectable in 
view of foreign nations or of their fellow-citizens by robbing- 
tbe States of their constitutional privileges 7 But imagine, for 
a moment, that a political fi'enzy should seize the goveniment 
suppose they should make the attempt ; certainly, sir, it wouli 
be forever impraetienble. This has been sufliciently demon- 
Btrated by reason and experience. It has been proved that 
the members of republics have been and ever will be stronger 
than the head. Let ua attend to one general historical ex- 
ample. In the ancient feudal governments of Europe there 
were, in the first place, a monajch ; subordinate to him a body 
of nobles ; and subject to these, the vassalB, or the whole boi^ 
of the people. The authority of the kings was limited, and 
that of the barons considerably independent. A great part of 
the early wars iu Europe were contests between the king 
his nobility. In these conteata the latter possessed many ait 
vantages derived from their influence and the immediate com- 
mand they had over the people, and they generally prevailed. 
The history of the feudal wiirs exhibits little more than a 
eeries of successM encroachments nn the prerogatives of 
arehy. Here, sir, is one great proof of the auperiority which 
the members in limited governments possess over their bead. 
As long as the hnrons enjoyed the couiideuce and attachment of - 
the people, they had the strength of the country on their side 
and were irresistible. I may be told that in some instancea tl 
barons were overcome; but how did this happen! Sir, tb( 
took ailvantage of the <lepi'es8ion of the royal aiiy»m.t^, 
the estahliabmeut of their own power, to o^-gtwa wtA ' 
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over their vasBals. Ab commerce enlarged, and as wealth and 
civilization increased, the people began to feel their own weight 
and consequence ; they grew tired of their oppreBsions, united 
their streiigth with that of the prince, aud threw off the joke 
of aristocracy. Theae very inatances prove what I contend 
for. They prove that in whatever direction the popular weight 
leans, the current of power will flow; wherever the popular 
attachments lie, there will rest the political superiority. 
can it be supposed - that the State governments will become 
the oppressors of the people? Will they forfeit their affec- 
tions ^ Will they combine to destroy the liberties and happi- 
ness of their fellow-citizens for the sole purpose of involving 
themselves in ruin ! The idea, sir, is shocking ! It outrages 
every feeling of humanity and every dictate of common sent 

There are certain social principles in human nature from 
which wo may draw the most solid conclusions with respect to 
the conduct of imJiviJnals and communities, We love t 
families more than our neighbors, we love our neighbors more, 
than OUT countrymen in gencr&L The hiunan affections, like 
the Holar heat, lose their intensity as they de[)art from tha 
centre, and become languid in proportion to the expansion of 
the circle on which they act. On tliese principlea the attacb^ 
ment of the individual will be first and forever secured by tlie.' 
State governments, they will be a mutual protection and sup- 
port. Another source of influence, which has already been 
pointed out, is the various otficial connections in the Statee, 
Gentlemen endeavor to evade the force of this by saying that 
these otiieas will be insignificant. This is by no means I 
The State officers will ever be important, because they are. 
necessary and useful. Their powers are such ns are extremely 
interesting to the people; such as affect tlieir property, their 
liberty, and life. What is more important than the adminis- 
tration of justice and the execution of the civil and criminal 
Miwsf Can the Stale governments become insignificant while 
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they liave the power of raisuig money independently and with- 
out control) If they are really useful, if tbey ate calculated 
to promote tlie esaentia! interestH of tlie people, they must have 
their confidence and support. The States can never lose their 
powers till the whole people of America are rolibed of their 
liherties. These must go together; they must support each 
other or meet one common fate. On the gentlemen's principle, 
we may safely tnist the State governments, though we have 
no means of resisting tliem; but we cannot conBde in the 
national government, though we have an effectual constitu- 
tional guard against every encroachment. This is the essence 
of their argument, and it is false and fallacious beyond con- 

With regard to the jurisdiction of the two governments, I 
shall certainly admit that the constitution ought to be bo formed 
as not to prevent the States from providing for their own 
Bxiatence ; and I maintain that it is so formed, and that Uieir 
power of providing for themBelvea is sufficiently established. 
This is conceded by one gentleman, and in the next breath the 
concession is retracted. He says Congress has but one exclu- 
sive right in taxation,- — that of duties on imports; certainly, 
then, their other powers are only concurrent. But to take off 
the force of this obvious conclusion, he immediately aays that 
the laws of the United States are supreme, and that where 
there is one supreme there cannot be a concurrent authority ; 
and further, that where the laws of the Union ore supremo, those 
of the States must he subordinate, because there cannot be two 
Bupremes. This is curious sophistry. That two supreme pow- 
ers cannot act together is false. They are inconsistent only 
when they arc aimed at each other, or at one indivisible objectt 
The Liws of the United States are supreme as to all their 
proper constitutional objects; the laws of the States are su- 
preme in the same way. These supreme laws may act on dif- 
ferent objects without clashing, or they maj o^ietss.'w; " " " ""' 



parts of the sume object, with perfect harmony. Suppose botll. 
governments should lay a tax of a penny on a certain article; 
has not each an independent and uncontrollable power to col- 
lect its own taxT The meaning of the masim, there caimot be ■ 
tioo supreme^, is simply this ; two powers cannot be supreme ■ 
over each other. Tliia meaning is entirely perverted by the: 
gentlemen. But, it ia said, disputes between coliectora are t» 
be referreil to the federal courts. This is again wandering in- 
the fi^d of conjecture. But suppose the faet certain ; is it not 
to be presumed that they will express the true meaning of t 
constitution and the laws! Will they not be hound to considW- 
this concurrent jurisdiction, to declare that both the tasea 
shall have equal operation, that both the powers, in that 
respect, are sovereign and coextensive) If they tran^ 
their duty, we are to hope that they will be punished. Sir, w 
can reason from probabilities alone. When we leave commiat 
sense and give ourselves up to conjecture, there can be no cer- 
tainty, no security in our reasonings. 

I imagine I have stated to the committee abundant i 
to prove the entire safety of the State governments and of the 
people. I would go into a more minute consideration of tbt 
nature of the concurrent jurisdiction and the operation 
the laws in rehttion to revenue, but at present I feel too n 
indisposed to proceed. I shall, with leave of the committe 
improve another opportunity of expressing to them more full; 
my ideas on this point. I wish the committee to remember 
that tite constitution under examination is framed upon trut^ 
republican principles ; and that, as it is expressly designed %~ 
provide for the common protection and the general welfare a 
the United States, it must be utterly repugnant to this conistj 
tution to subvert the State governments or oppress the people 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON 



1732-17S0 



Of Washington it seems wholly unnecessary to give a bio- 
graphical Bket<.'h ; for all that could be told iu a short account 
of his life is familiar to every schoolboy and girl on both aides 
of the Atlantic. Yet a twofold explanation seems necessary 
at this point : first, as to the small space giveu to his work 
in this Tolume ; and second, as to the choice of the subjoined 
speech. 

In the first place, 'Washington was not, strictly speaking, i 
orator. His utterance was fervid and convincing because of 
the speaker's sincerity of purpose and his directness. But it 
lacked the roundness of period, the smooth eloquence character- 
istic of the orator. Secondly, (he Farewell Address which is 
BO often quoted is famihar to us all, at least in part, and, 
besides, it was printed and circidated, but never spoken. 
ia a Bound, critical study of the conditions of the republic in 
1797, and contains mncli material for serious and carefiil 
consideration. But, for our present purpose, it would not be 
more valuable as an example of the forcefiilness of utterance 
proceeding from conviction and sound Judgment than ia 
First Inaugural, delivered in New York, on April 30, 1789, i 
when the great warrior, with his characteristic niodeat^^ ■ 
cepted the olfiee of chief executive in ttie ii«« "Ss^vMiiR- 
K 97 
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FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

April 30, ITBB 

Among tlie vicissHiules incident to life, no event could have 
filled me with greater anxieties than that of wliioh the iiotifica' 
tion was tranamitted by your order, and received ou the foup^ 
teenth day of the present month. On the one hand, I wm; 
Bmnmoued by my country, whose voioe I can never hear hut. 
vith TOaeration and Ibve, from a retreat which I had chogeni' 
with the fondest predilection and, in my flattering hopes, witli.' 
an immutable decision, aa the asylum of my declining years ; a 
retreat which was rendered every day more necessaiy as well afe 
more dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination, and o' 
frequent interruptions in my health to the gradual waste o 
mitted on it by time. Ou the other band, the magnitude andi 
difficulty of the trust to whieh the voice of my country caJlecE 
me, being sufficient to awake in the wisest and most esperienced 
of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny into bis qualifications, 
could not hut overwhelm with despondence one who, inheriting 
inferior endowments from nature, and unpractised in the duties 
of civil adminiatratiou, ought to be peculiarly a 
own deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions all I dare aver i^ 
that it has been my faithful study to collect my duty from i 
just appreciation of eveiy circumstance by which it might fa 
affi^ted. All I dare hope is, that if, in executing this task, ! 
have been too much swayed by the gratefiil remembrance o' 
former instances, or by an aftectionate sensibility to this t 
cendent proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, and hav< 
thence too little consulted my inr-apacity as well aa my dialnd^ 
nation for the weighty and uutriwl cares before me, my en 
will be palliated by tlie motives which misled me, and its cc 
sequences be judged by my country with some share of t 
jtaitialitjr ia which t/je/ originated. 
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Such being the impressions under which I have, in obeJience 
to the pubhc BunLmoiiB, repaired to the present station, it would 
be peculiarly improper to omit, in this first official act, my ' 
Tent supplications to that Almighty Being who rules over 
universe, —who presides in the councils of nations, and whoae 
providential aids can supply every human defect, — that bis 
benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the 
people of the United States a government instituted by them- 
eelves for these essential purposes, and may enable every in- 
strument employed in its administration to execute with succeee 
the junctions allotted to his charge. In tendering this homage 
to the great Author of every public and private good, I ai 
myself that it expresses your sentiments not less than my i 
nor those of my fellow-citizens at large less than either. No 
people can be bound to ackuowledge the invisible Hand which 
conducts the affairs of men more than the people of the United 
Statea. Every step hy which they have advanced to the char- 
acter of an independent nation seems to have been distinguished 
by some token of providential" agency. And, in the important 
revolution just accomplished in the system of their united goV' 
emment, the tranquil deliberations and voluntaiy consent of so 
many distinct communities from which the event has resulted 
cannot be compared with the means by which most govenimenta 
have been established, without some return of pious gratitude 
along with an humblo anticipation of the future blessings which 
the past seem to presage. These reftectious, arising out of the 
present crisis, have forced themBelves too strongly on my mind 
to be suppressed. You will join with me, I trust, in thinking 
that there are none under the influence of which the proceedings 
of a new and free government can more auspiciously commence. 

By the article establishing tbe executive department, it i 
miule the duty of the President " to recommend to your conaic 
eration such measures aa he shall judge wevSHfaari *hA. "Si^ 
eot." The cirounutJuiceB undei vi\:^i "i- ^«« ■o**^ ~^'*^ 
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acquit me from entering into that Bobject farther than to refer 
you to the great Cunatitiitioiial Charter under which ^ 
aflBembleii ; and which, in deiining your powere, designateB the* 
objects to which your attention is to be given. It will be mora 
consistent with those circumstances, and far more congenM 
with the feelings which actuate me, to substitute iu place of a 
i^commendatiun of particulnr measures the tribute that ia •' 
to the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism which a ~ 
the chanictera" selected to deriac and adopt them. In tbes 
honorable qualiiicationa I behold the surest pledges that, as a 
one siiie, no local prejudices or attachments, no separate viewl 
nor party aninioaitiea, will misdirect the comprehenaiTB an 
equal eye which ought to watch over this great assemblage of 
communities and interests ; so, on another, that the foundatioiiQ 
of our nattuual policy wiU be laid in the pure and immntabU 
principles of private morality ; and the preeminence of a fres 
government be exemplified by all the attributes wliich c 
the affections of its citizens imd command the respect of th< 
world. 

I dwell on this prospect with every Batisfaction which i 
ardent love for my country can inspire ; since there is no trutfi 
more thoroughly established than that there exists in tig 
economy and course of nature, in iudiasoluble union betwee 
virtue and happiness, between study and advantage, betwee 
the genuine maxims of an honest and iqagnanimous policy ao 
the solid rewards of public prosperity and felicity; since n 
ought to 1)6 no less persuaded that the propitious smiles a 
Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregarda tli 
eternal rules of order and right, which heaven itself has 01 
daiued ; and siuce the preservation of the sacred fire of liber^ 
and tlie destiny of the republican model of governmeut are just^ 
considered as deeply, perhaps aaJinall!/° staked on the expert 
zoant entrusted to the hands of the American people. 
-Bea/dei the ordinary olyeeta aubtmlteA ta ■jqii oB-ce it wiJ 
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reioftin with your judgment to decide how far the exercise of tha 
occaBional power delegated by the Fifth Article" of the CoDBti- 
tution is rendered expedient at the present juncture by the, 
nature of objections which have been urged against the system, 
or by the degree of inquietude which haa given birth to them. 
Instead of undertaking particular recommendations on this sub- 
ject, in which I could be guided by no lighta derived from offi- 
cial opportunities, I shall again give way to my entire confidence, 
in yoTir discernment and pursuit of the public good ; for I 
assure myself that, whilst you carefully avoid every alteration 
which migit endanger the benefits of an united and effective 
government, or which ought to await the future lessons of ex- 
perience, a reverence for the characteristic rights of freemen, and 
a regard for the public harmony will sufficiently influence your 
deliberations on the question : how far the former can be more 
impreguably fortified, or the latter be safely and advantageously 
promoted. 

To the preceding observations I have one to add, which will 
be most properly addressed to the House of Eepresentatives. 
It concerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as jHwsible. . 
When I waa first honored with a call into the service of my 
country, then on the eve of an arduous stniggic for its liberties, 
the light in which I contemplated my duty required that I shouldj 
renounce every pecuniary compensation. From this resolution I 
have in no instance departed. And being still under the impre»-,< 
siona which produced it, I must decline aa inapplicable to mysa^ 
any share in the personal emoluments which may be indispen- 
sably included in a permanent provision for the executive depart- 
ment ; and must accordingly pray that the pecuniary estimate! 
for the station in which I am placed may, during my contiou» 
tion in it, be limited" to such actual expenditure as the public 
good may be thought to require. 

Having thus imparted to you my sentiments, aa tVa-^ \smm 
been awakened by the occasion whic'a \ynB^ \ia \ft^'fiii.«^,'V*eis 
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take my present leave ; but not without resorting onco n 
that benigii Parent of the human race, in humble supphcation 1 
tliat, since He has been pleaseti to favor the American people i 
with opijortunities for deliberating in perfect tranquillity, and . , 
dispositions for deciding with imparalleled unanimity on a fonu J 
of government for the aeciuity of their Union, and the advance- 'J 
ment of their happiness ; ho His divine blessing may be equally I 
compieuous in the enlarged views, the temperate consultations, J 
and the wise measures on which the success of this govemmen 
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Henky Lee, familiarly known, after the Kevolution as " Light- 
HotBe Harry," was a Virginian by birth. Ho was graduated 
from Princeton in 1774, and shortly after received his commia- 
aion in the Virginian cavalry. He waa prominent in political 
and military life, especially in liia own state ; and the fact that 
be, of aU the members of the Congress of 1799, waa selected. 
to deliver the eulogy at the time of the great man's death, shows 
that he muet have been held in high esteem as an orator by his 
contemporaricB. Posterity, however, thinks of Lee as a gaJlant 
soldier oftener than it classes him among speakers. 

Hia sentences, as we read them, seem somewhat long, and at 
times a little involved. Yet there are places where even the 
printed page presents to us a sonorousness and power which give 
US an insight into the causes for his extreme popularity as a 
speaker. Moreover, the famous " first in war, first in peace, 
and first in the hearts of hia countrymen " was first uttered by 
Lee in his eulogy ; and for that sentiment alone, had it no other 
claims upon our attention, the following speech should live in 
the hearts and minds of successive generations of Americans. 



In obedience to your will," I rise jovw brnmAJiR, 's^ig(a,'-'s^&i-'^ 
hope of eiecutiug a part of the syateui ol ■s|\!Wie. ■aisraxvisv'fe"'^^' 
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jou have been pleased to adopt, commemorative of the deatb^ 
of the most illustrious and most beloved personage this countr7 
has ever produced ; and which, while it tranamits to poBterity 
your sense of the awful event, faintly represents your knowledg* 
of the conaummate excellence you so cordially honor. 

Desperate, indeed, is any attempt on earth to meet cone 
spondently this dispensatioa of Heaven; for, while with p' 
resignation we submit to the wiU of an all-gracious Providence^ 
we can never cease lamenting, in our finite view of OmnipoteiJ 
Wisdom, the heart-rending privation for which our i 
weeps. When the civilized world shakes to its centre; 
every moment gives birth to strange and momentous ehangffl 
when our peaeeful ijuarter of the globe, exempt as it happijj 
has been from any share in the slaughter of the human rao 
may yet be compelled to abandon her pacific policy, and 1 
risk the doleful casualties of war ; what limit is there to thU 
extent of our loss I None within the reach of my words t 
express ; none which your feelings will not disavow. 

The founder of our federate republic our bulwark in war, ou 
guide in peace, is no more ! O that this were but questionable!! 
Hope, the comforter of the wretched, would pour into t 
agonizing hearts its balmy dew. But al.ta 1 there is no hopt 
for UH ; our Washington is removed forever 1 Possessing th 
stoutest frame and purest mind, he had passed nearly to hi 
sixty-eighth year, in the enjoyment of high health, when 
habituated by his care of us to neglect himself, a slight co) 
disregarded became inconvenient on Friday, oppressive a 
Saturday, and defying every medical interposition, before th 
morning of Sunday put an end to the best of men. An end 
did I say? His fame survives, bounde<l only by the limiti 
of the earth and by the extent of the human mind. ~ _^ 

vives in our hearts in the growing knowledge of oiu* children 
' I the affection of the good throughout the world. And 
T monameitta ehsdi be done away ; when nations X 
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eiisting shall be no more; when even our young and far- 
apreaditig empire aliall have perished ; still will our Waah- 
ington'a glory unfaded shine, aud die not until the love of virtue 
cease on earth, or earth itself sink into chaos. 

How, my fellow-citizena, shall I single to your gratefiU heart* 
his preeminent worth 1 When shall I begin in opening to your 
view a character tlironghout sublime T Shall I epealc of his 
warlike achievementi, all springing from obedience to his countiy's 
will, all directed to his country's good ? 

Will you go with me to the banks of the Monongahela to see 
your youthful Washington supporting in the dismal hou; 
Indian victory the ill-fated Braddock, and saving, by hi» 
judgment and by hia valor, the remains of a defeated army, 
pressed by the conquering savuge foel or when, oppressed, 
America nobly resolving to risk her all, m defence of hec 
violated rights, he was elevated by the unanimous voice of' 
Congress to the command of her armies! Will you folio* 
him to the high grounds of Boston, where to an undisciplined,, 
courageous, and virtuous yeomanry, his presence gave the stability 
of system, and infuae<l the invincibility of love of country) 
Or shall I carry you to the painiiil fcenes of Long Island, 
York Island, and New Jersey, when, combating superior an4 
gallant armies, aided by powerful fleets, and led by chiefs high 
in the roll of fame, he stood the bulwark of our safety, undis- 
mayed by disaster, unchanged by change of fortune 1 Or will 
you view him in the precarious fields of Trenton, where deep' 
gloom, unnerving every arm, reigned triimiphant through our 
thinned, worn down, unaided ranks, — iiimself unmo' 
Dreadful was the night. It was about this time of vdnter. 
The storm raged. The Delaware, rolling furiously with float- 
ing ice, forbade the approach of man. Washington, self- 
coUectal, viewed the tremendous scene. His country called. 
Unappalled by siurouniling dangers, Ue "^%siw&. ■*^<i V^^" 
Jliore; he ibuglit; he conquBiei. I^ife vasKiaasife »«»- ^=°*^ 
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the American world.. Our country rose on the event ; ami her 
(launtlesB chief, pursumg hia blow, completed in the lawiis of 
Princeton what hia vast soul had conceived on the sliorea of 
Delaware. 

Thence to the strong grouuda of Morristown he led hia small 
but gallant band ; and through an eventful winter, by the high 
efforts of his genius, whose matchless force was measurable only 
by the growth of dilliculties, he held in check formidable hostile 
legions, conducted by a chief experienced in the art of war, and 
famed for his valor on the ever-memorable Height of Abraham, 
where fell Wolfe, Montcalm, and, since, our much-lamented 
Montgomery — all covered with glory. In this fortunate i 
terva! produced by his masterly conduct, our fathers, ourselves, 
aniniated by his resistless example, rallied around our country's 
standard, and continued to follow her beloved chief through the 
various and trying scenes to which the destinies of our Union 
led. 

Who is there that has forgotten the vales of Brandywinc, th' 
fields of Germantown, or the plains of Monmouth 1 Eveiywher 
present, wants of every Itind obatructiug, numerous and vahant 
armies encountering, himself a host, he assuaged our suffering!^ 
limited our privations, and upheld our tottering republic. Shall' 
I display to you the spread of the fire of his soul by rehearsing 
the praises of the hero of Saratoga and his much-loved compeer 
of the Onrolinaa ) No ; our Washington neeils not borrowed 
glory. To Gates, to Greene, lie gave witiiout reserve the applau 
due to their eminent merit ; and long may the chieis of SaratogA-' 
and of Eutaw receive the grateful respect of a grateful people. 

Moving in his own orbit, he imparted heat and light to hw. 
most distant satellitee ; and combining the physical and moral' 
force of all within his sphere, with irresistible weight he toc4. 
his course, commiserating folly, disdaining vice, dismaying trea- 
son, and JDvijvrating despondency : until the auspicious hour 
ain'ned, Hritm^ united with the iataepid ionsca oi b. v^tjiaju a 
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itiagnanimoua ally, he hrnught to BubinisBion the since conqueror " 
of India, thua flHishing his long career of military glory with a 
lustre uorrespoiiditig to his great name, and in this hia last act 
of war atBxing the seal of fate to our nation's hirth. 

To the horrid din of hattle aweet peare succeeded ; and our 
virtuous chief, inindfiil only of the ooninion good, in a moment 
tempting personal aggrandizement, hushed the discontents of 
growing sedition ; and, surrendering hia power into the hands 
ftom which be had received it, converted his sword" into a 
ploughshare, teaching an admiring world that to be truly great 
you must be truly good. 

Were I to atop here, the picture would be incomplete, and 
the task imposed unfinished. Great as was our Washing- 
ton in war, and as much ns did that greatness contribute to 
produce the Americaa republic, it ia not in war alone that hia 
preeminence atanda conspicuoua. Hia various talents, combin- 
ing all the capacities of a statesman with those of a soldier, fitted 
him alike to guide the councils and the armies of our nation. 
Scarcely had he rested from his martial toila, while hia invalu- 
able parental advice was still sounding in our ears, when he, 
who had been our shield and our sword, was called forth to act 
a leas splendid, but more important, part. 

Possessing a clear and penetrating mind, a strong and sound 
judgment, calmness and temper for deliberation, with invincible 
firmness and pereeverancB in resolutions maturely formed : 
drawing information from all ; acting from himself with incor- 
mptible integrity and unvarying patriotism ; his own superiority" 
and the public confidence alike marked him aa the tnsji designed 
by_ Heaven. to lead, in the great political as well as military 
events which have distinguished the era of hie life. 

The finger of on overruling Providence, pointing at Washing- 
ton, was neither mistaken nor unobserved, when, to realize the 
vast hopes to wluch our revolution had given birth, a cKassj^ al 
politicals; 
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How novfl, how grand the spectacle ! Independent Statea I 
stretched over an iiniDeiiae territury, and known uuly by eummon \ 
dilSculty, clinging to their uoioa as the rock of their safety ; ' 
deciding, by frank comparison of their relative condition, to rear 
on that rock, under the guidance of reason, a common govern- \ 
ment, through whose commanding protection, liberty and order, J 
with tbeir long train of blessings, should be safe to themselvea^ 
and the sure inheritance of their posterity. 

This arduous task devolvwl on citizens selected by the people- 
from knowledge of their wisdom and confidence in their Tirtiift 
In thia august assembly of sages and of patriots, Washington of 
course was found ; and aa if acknowledged to be most wise where' 
all were wise, with one voice he was declareil their chief. How 
well he merited this rare distinction, how faithful were the laboni' 
of himself and his compatriots, the work of their hands, and 
our union, strength, and prosperity, the fruits of that work beat 
attest. 

But to have essentially aided in presenting to his country thiq 
consummation of her hopes, neither satisSed tlie claima of h» 
fellow-citizens on his talents nor those duties which the poaaea- 
sion of those talents imposed. Heaven had not infused into b' 
mind such an uncommon share of its ethereal spirit to rema: 
anemployed, nor bestowed on him his genius unaccompanied 
with the corresponding duty of devoting it to the common good. 
To have framed a Constitution waa showing only, without 
realizing, the general happiness. Tiiis great work remained td^ 
be done ; ami America, steadfast in her preference, with c 
voice Bummonal her beloved Washington, unpractised aahewas 
in the duties of civil aiiminiatration, to execute this last act ia 
the completion of the national felicity. Obedient to her call^' 
he assumed the high office with that self-distrust peculiar to hlK' 
innate moilesty, the constant attendant of preeminent virtue.' 
What was the burst of Joy through our anxious land on this 
exhilarating event, ia known to us all. The aged, the young 
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the brave, the fair, rivalled each other in demonBtrations of their 
gratitude ; and this high-wroiiglit, delightful scene was height- 
ened in its effect by the singular contest hetween theKealnf the 
bestowere and the avoidance of the receiver of the honors be- 
stowed. 

Commencing his administratioD, what heart is not charmed 
with the recollection of the pure and wise principles announced 
by himself, as the basis of his political lifeT He best' under- 
stood the indisBoluble union between virtue and happiness, be- 
tween duty and advantage, between the genuine maxims of an 
honest and magnanimous policy, and the solid rewards of pub- 
lic prosperity and individual feUcity. Watching with an equal 
and comprehensive eye over this great assemblage of cormnnni- 
ties and interests, he laid the foundations of our national 
policy in the unerring, immutable principles of morality, based 
on religion, esempUiying the preijminenise of a free government 
by all the attributes which win the affections of its citizens, or 
command the respect of the world. 

"O fortunatoa nimiutn, sua si bona norint"." 

Leading through the complicated difficulties produced by 
prerioua obligations and conflicting interests, Beconded by suc- 
ceeding Houses of Congress, enlightened and patriotic, he sur- 
mounted all original obstruction, and brightened the path of 
our national felicity. 

The pr^idential term expiring, his sohcitude to exchange exal- 
tation for hmnility retnmed with a force increased with increase 
of age; and he had prepareil his Farewell Address to his coun- 
tiymen, proclaiming his intention, when the united interposition 
rf all around him, enforced by the eventful prospects of the 
epoch, pmlnced a further sacrifice of inclination to duty. The 
election of President followeii ; and Washington was, by the 
nnanimous vote of the nation, called to reanme the cbvaE ■nsaje*- 
tracy. What a wonderfiil ftxtoie ot conMen.i;«i \ '«\iKla .as,\xti**- 
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most our admiration, a people bo correct, or a citizen combining 
an aaaemblage of talents forbiddiug riyahy, and stifling eveB 
envy itself J Such a nation ought to be happyj such a chiej 
must be forever revered. 

War, long menaced by the Indian tribes, now broke out J 
and the terrible conflict, delnging Europe with blood, began ti 
shad its baneful influence over our happy land. To the f 
outstretching his invincible arm, under the orders of the g 
lont Wayne, the American eagle soared triumphant through 
distant forests. Peace followed victory ; and the melioration 
of the condition of the enemy followed peace. Godlike virtue I 
which uplifts even the subdued savage. 

To the second he opposed himself. New and delicalfl v 
the Juncture, and great was the stake. Soon did his penetrat- 
ing mind discern and seize tlie only course, continuing to us a" 
the felicity eiyoyed. He issued his proclamation of neutrality. 
This index to his whole subsequent conduct was sanctioned \ 
the approbation of both Houses of Congress, and by the ap- 
proving voice of the people. 

To this sublime policy he inviolably adhered, unmoved hf 
foreign intrusion, unshaken by domestic turbulence. 

" Justum et tenac«m propioite virum 
Non civium ardor prava jubentiunt, 
Non vultus instantis tyranni, 
Mente quatit solida,^' " 

Maintaining his pacific system at the expense of no duty, 
America, faithful to herself, and unstained in bcr honor, cooi 
tinued to e^joy the deUghts of peac«, while afflicted Buropi 
mourns in every quarter, under the accumulated miaeriea of a 
unexampled war — miseries in which our happy country mm 
have shareil, had not our preeminent Washington been as fina 
in council as he was brave in the field. 

Parauing steadfaatly his course, he held safe the public haprj 
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pinesE, preventing foreign war, and quelling internal disuord, 
till the revolving period of a third elertion approached, when 
he executed liis intemipted, biit inextingiiiahable desire of re- 
turning to the humble walks of private life. 

The proinulgaticpn of his fixei resylution stopped the anxious 
wishes of an ailectionate people from adding a thiid unaaiaioiis 
testimonial of their unabated confidence in the man so long 
enthroned in their hearts. Where.befors was affection like this, 
exhibited on earth T Turn over the recorda of ancient Greece ; 
review the annala of mighty Rome ; examine the volumes of 
modem Europe, you search in vain. America and her Wash- 
ington alone afford the dignified exempfification. 

The illustrious personage, called by the national voice in suc- 
cession to the arduous otticc of guiding a free peojile, had new 
difflcultiea to encounter. The amicable efl'ort of setthng our 
difficulties with France, begun by Washington, and pursued by 
his successor in virtue as in station, proving abortive, America 
took measures for self-defence. No sooner was the pubUc 
mind rouaed by a prospect of danger, than every ^e was 
turned to the friend of oil, though secluded from public view, 
and gray in public service. The virtuous yeteraji," following 
his plough, received the unexpected summons, with mingled 
emotions of indignation at the unmerited ill-treatment of his 
country, and of a determination once more to risk his all in her 
defence. 

The annunciation of these feelings in his affecting letter to 
the President, accepting the commnnd of the army, concludes 
his official conduct. 

First" in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen, he was second to none in the humble and endear- 
ing scenes of private life. Pious, just, humane, temperate, 
sincere, uniform, dignified, and commanding, his example was 
as edii^ing to all around him as were the etfecta ot •Jw*!.^ ^suasi 
pie lastiitg'. 
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Tcr his equaJs he was condescending, to hia inferiors kiiii^ 
and to the dear ol^ect of his affectioDs esemplarily tenil^i 
Correct throughout, vico shudders iu his presence, and virtufl 
always felt his fostering hand. The purity of hie private ehaiv 
ai;ter gave effulgence to his public virtues. 

Hia last Httene comported with the tenor of his life. Althot _ 
in extreme pain, not a sigh, not a groan escaped him; and with 
undisturbed serenity he closed liia well-spent life. Such n 
the man America has lost ! Such waa the man for whom i 
nation mourns I 

Uethinks I see his august image, and hear, falling from hi^ 
venerable lips, these deep-sinking words : — 

" Cease, sons of America, to mourn our separation. Go ODj, 
and confirm by your wisdom tho fruits of our joint council% 
joint efforts, and common dangers. Reverence religion; difiiis^ 
knowledge throughout your land ; patronize the arts and sciences j 
let liberty and order be inseparable companions ; control par^ 
spirit, the bane of a free government ; observe good faith to^ 
and cultivate peace with, all nations; shut up every avenue tOj 
foreign influence ; contract rather than extend untional connw 
tion ; rely on yourselves only ; be American in thought an) 
deed. Thus will you give immortality to that union. which WM 
the constant object of my terrestrial labors ; tiius.wiU you pi* 
serve undisturbed to the latest posterity the felicity of a peo]^ 
to me most dear ; and thus will you supply (if my happiness !■ 
now aught to you) the only va'ancy in the round of pure bliat 
high Heaven bestows." 




Ftsheb Ahe9 was a sturdy New Euglander in speech and iu 
sentiment. He, like so many of the famous men of iiia period, 
was B. Harvard graduate. 

Ames was one of the most popular speakers of his age. In 
his time the flowery and pictorial quality in a public speech 
was more highly esteemed than in onr own ; and, of the post- 
revoIutioDaiy speakers, none is so ornate in style as Ames. 
But this same tendency to omameut often produces a lack of 
logical sequence in statemeuts, which is apt to be confusing 
— more especially so as Ames, once familiar with liis theme, 
was apt to speak extemporaneously, and hence, in the heat of 
excited feeling, and under the influence of his own florid utter- 
ance, he often lost his logic. But he is a type of his times, and 
I the appended eulogy is considered to be his maater-work. 

I It is natural that the gratitude of mankind shonld be drawn 

to their benefactors. A number of these have Bucceasively 
arisen, who were no leas distinguished for the elevation of their 
Tirtues, than the lustre of their talents. Of those, howerer, 
who were bom, and who acted through Ufe *s. xl '•Jt*.'^ -*'e» 

I bom, not for themselves, but for ftiek ckimtAtj ■a,'^^ '^'*i "^^^ 
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human race, how few, alas J are recorded Id the long annals of' 
ages, and how wide the iQt«rvals of time aud space that divide< 
thorn ! In all this dreary length of way, they appear like flve 
or eis lighthouaea on as many thouaand miles of coast ; th^ 
gleam upon the surrounding darkness with an inextinguishabltt 
splendor, like stars seen through a mist, but they are seen like 
stars, to cheer, to guide, and to save. Washington i 
added to that small number. Already he attracts curiosil^^ 
like a newly discovered star, whose benignant light will trave 
on, to the world's and time's farthest bounds. Already hil 
name is hung up by history, as conspicuously as if it sparkle^ 
in one of the constellations of the sky. 

By commemorating his death, we are called this day to yieU 
the homage that is due to virtue ; to confess the commoi 
of mankind, as well as our own ; and to pronounce for poster 
ity, now dumb, that eulogium which they will delight to ei ' 
ten years hence, when we are dumb. 

I consider myself not merely in the midst of the citizens o 
this town, or even of the state. In idea, I gather round K 
the nation. In tho vast and venerable congregation of tbi 
patriots of all countries, and of all enlightened men, I wouU 
if I could, raise my voice, and speuk to mankind in a strat 
worthy of my audience, and as elevated as ray subject. " 
how shall I express emotions that are condemned to be B 
because they are unutterable ) I felt, and I was witness, C 
the day when the news of hia death reached us, to the thra. 
of that grief which saddened every countenance, and wrun 
drops of agony from the heart. Sorrow labored for utt« 
but found none. Every man looked round for the consolatu 
of other men's tears. Gracious Heaven ! What consolatiot 
Each face was convulsed with sorrow for the past ; every hea 
shivered with despair for the future. Tlic man who, and wl 
a/aae, united sU hearts, was dead — dead, at the moment wta 
ha power to do good was the gieate&t, e>i:ui 's<\i&a. ^ha «&' 
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the imminent public" dangers seeraed more than ever to renJer 
his aid indispensable, and his loss irreparable ; irreparable; 
for two Washingtons come not iu one age. 

A grief so thoughtful, so profound, so mingled with tender- 
ness and admiration, so interwoven with our national self-love, 
BO often revived by being diffnaed, is not to be expressed. You 
have assigned me a task that is impossible. 

if I could perform it ; if I could illustrate hia principles in 
my discourse as he displayed them in this life ; if I could paint 
his virtues as he practised them ; if I coidd convert the fervid 
enthusiasm of my heart into the talent to transmit his fam^ 
aa it ought to pass, to posterity ; I should be the successfiil 
oT^an of your will, the minister of hia virtues, and, may I dare 
to say, the humble partaker of his immortal glory. These are 
ambitious, deceiving hopes, and I r^ect them. For it is per- 
haps almost as dlificult, at ouce with judgment and feeling, to 
praise great actions as to x>erform them. A lavish and undis- 
tinguisliing eulogiura is not praise ; and to discriminate such 
excellent qualities aa were chara:Cteristic and pecuhar to him, 
would be to raise a name, as he raised it, alwve envy, above 
parallel — perhaps, for that very reason, above emulation. 

Such a portraying of character, however, must be addressed 
to the understanding, and therefore, oven if it were weD-exe- 
cuted, would seem to be rather an analysis of moral principles 
than the recital of a hero's exploits. It would rather conciliate 
confidence and esteem than kiniUe enthusiasm and admiration. 
It would be a pi(^ture of Washington, and, like a picture, flat 
as the canvas ; like a statue, cold as the marble on which he is 
represented ; cold, alas ! aa his corpse in the ground. Ah ! how 
unlike the man late warm with living virtues, animated by the 
soul onee glowing with jmtriotic fires ! He is gone 1 The 
tomb hides all that the world could scarce contain, and that 
once waa Wachiugton, except his glory ; tliaX ia \^Wi ■r*^ '~aKr 
huiUtmce of iiis country; and lus exBiatjis, that ^^ ''^S' * 
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deayor, by delineating, to impart to mankind. Virtue ^ 
place it in her temple ; wiadom iu her treaanry. 

Peace then to your Borrowe. I have done with them. Deej 
aa your grief is, I aim not to be pathetic. I desire leas to giir 
utterance to tke feelings of this age than to the judgment d 
the next. Let ua faithfully represent the illustrious .dead, 4 
history will paint, aa posterity will behold him. 

With whatever fidelity I might execute this task, I knoi 
that some would prefer a picture drawn to the imagination 
They would have our Washington represented of a giant'a siq 
and in the character of a hero of romance. They who love ti 
wonder better than to reaaon, would not be satisfied with th 
contemplation of a great example, unless, in tliia exhibition, i 
should be BO distorted into prodigy as to be both incredild 
and useless. Others, I hope but few, who think meanly c 
human nature, will deem it incredible, that even Washingta 
should think with as mnch dignity and elevation aa he acted 
and they will grovel in vain in the search for mean and selfld 
motives that could incite and sustain him to devote his life t( 
his country. 

Bo not these suggestions sound in your ears like a profan 
tion of virtue ! and, while I pronounce them, do jou not feel : 
thrill of indignation at your hearts) Forbear. Time i 
fails to bring every exalted reputation to a strict scrutin]! 
The world, in passing the Judgment that is never to be i 
versed, will deny all partiality, even to the name of Washing 
ton. Let it be denied ; for its juatice will confer glory. 

Such a life aa Washington's cannot derive honor jroni th 
circumatances of birth and education, though it throwa bock, 
lustre upon both. With an inquisitive ° mind, that always pro 
ited by the light of others, and waa unclouded by passions a 
its own, he acquired a maturity of judgment, rare in age, ui 
jiaralleled in youth. Perhaps no young man had so early lai 
up a life'a stock of materiolB for aoM teilet^AQM, w wJ;,Uad« 
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soon the principles and habits of his conduct. Grey experi- 
ence listened to his counsels with respect ; and at a time whea 
youth ia almost privileged to he rash, Virginia coinmittwl the 
safety of her frontier, and ultimately the safety of America, not 
merely to his valor, for that would be scarcely prwae ; but to hia 

It is not in Indian wars that heroes are celebrated ; but it is 
there they are formed. No enemy can be more formidable, by 
the craft of hia ambuahes, the suddenness of his onset, or 
ferocity of his vengeance. The soul of Washington was thufl 
exercised to danger ; and on the first trial, aa on every other, it 
appeared firm in adversity, cool in action, undaunted, self-pos- 
seised. Hia spirit, ami still more hia pnidence on the occas' 
of Eraddock'a defeat, diifiised his name throughout America, and 
across the Atlantic. Even then his country viewed him with 
complaceney aa her moat hopefid son. 

At the peace of 1763, Great Britain, in consequence of her 
victories, stood in a position to prescribe her own terms. T" 
chose, perhaps, better for us than for herself ; for, by expelling 
the French from Canada, we no longer feared hostile neighbors 
and we soon found just cause to be afraid of our protectors 
We diacerned, even then, a truth which the conduct of France 
has since so strongly cottfirmed, that there is nothing which the 
gratitude of weak states can give, that will satisfy strong allies 
for their aid, but authority. Nations that want protectors, " 
have masters. Our settlements, no longer checked by enen 
on the frontier, rapidly increased ; and it was discovered that 
America was growing to a size that could defend itself. 

In this, perhaps unforeseen, but at length obvious state of 
things, the British government conceived a jealousy of the colo- 
nies, of which, and of their intended manures of precaution, they 
made no secret. 

Thus it happened that their foreaiglit (A Vaa is**- »jus™>^s>* 
Jts4r'''ii)t'>''UJUida(tceIer&tieditepiogn&a- 1\ia»»J»«i^^v^'^'^ 
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that they could not be governed, aa before, by affection, and 
solved that they would not be governed by force. Nobly resolved t' 
for had we eubinitted to the British claims of right, we shoold 
have had, if any, less thsin our ancient liberty, and held what 
might have been left by a worse tenure. 

Our nation, hke its great leader, had only to take counsel from 
its courage. When Washington heard the voice of hia country 
in distress, hia obedience was prompt ; and though his sacriBoeA 
were great, they cost him no effort. Neither the object 
limits of my plan permit me to dilate on the mihtary events of 
the Bevolutionary War. Our history is hut a transcript of hi»' 
claims on our gratitude. Our hearts bear testimony that th^ 
are claims not to be satisflwl. When overmatcheii by numbers, 
a fugitive with a little band of faithful soldiers, the States as 
much exhausted as dismayed, he explored his own undaunted 
heart, ami found there resources to retrieve our affairs, 
have seen him display as much valor as gives fame to heroes, and 
as consummate prudence as insures success to valor ; fearless of 
dangers that were personal to him ; hesitating and cautious^ 
when they affected hia country ; preferring fame before safety 
repose, and duty before fame. 

Bome did not owe more to Fabius than America to Washing- 
ton. Our nation shares with him the singular glory of having 
conduetol a civil war with mildness and a revolution" with order. 

The event of that war seemed to crown the felicity and glory 
both of America and its chief. Until that contest, a great port 
of the civilized world had been surprisingly ignorant of the force 
and character, and almost of the eidstence, of the British Colo- 
nies, They had not retained what they knew, nor felt curiosity 
to know the state of thirteen wretched settlements, which vast 
woods enclosed, and still vaster woods divided from each other. 
They did not view the colonists so much as a race of people aa 
s race of fugitives, whom want and solitude and intermixture 
with the savagea had mode bnrbaiiana. Gteat ft-cAein^'dae 
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saw, was elate with her victories : Europe stnod in awe of her 
power j her arms made the thruues of the moat powerftd unsteady, 
and d^turbed the tranquillity of tlieii States with an agitation 
more extenaive than an earthquake. As the giant Encekdua " 
is fabled to lie under Etna, aud to shake the mouiitaJD when he 
turns his limbs, her hostility was felt to the extremitiee of the 
world. It reached to both the Indies ; in the wilds of Africa, 
it obstructol the commerce in slaves. The whalea, finding in 
time of war a respite from their piirsuera, could Tenture to sport 
between the tropics, and did not See, as in peace, to hide beneath 
the ice fields of the polar circle. 

At thiH tune, while Great Britain wielded a foree not inferior 
to the Koman empire under Tn^an, astonished Europe beheld a 
feeble people, tilt then unknown, stand forth, and defy this giajit 
to the combat. It was so unequal, all expected it would be short. 
The events of that war were so many miracles that attracted, as 
much, perhaps, as any war ever did, the wonder of maakind. 
Our final success exalted their admiration to its highest point. 
They allowed to Washington all that is due to tranaceodent vir- 
tue, aiLd to the Americans more than is due to human nature. 
They considered us a race of Washingtons, and admitted that 
nature in America was fruitful only in prodigies. Their books 
and their travellers, exaggerating and distorting all their repre- 
sentations, assisted to establish the opinion that this is a new 
world, with a new order of men and things adapted to it ; that 
here we practise industry amidst the abundance that requires 
none ; that we have moraJa so refined that we do not need laws ; 
and though we have them, yet we ought to conaider their execu- 
tion as an insult and a wrong ; that we have virtue without 
weaknesses, sentiment without passions, and liberty without fac- 
tious. These illusions, in spite of their absurdity and, perhaps, 
because they are absurd enough to have dominion over the imag- 
ination only, have been received by ma.u'j ol 'Cfts, -ro^'w^iyH^J" 
ag^uBt the govNomeuta of Earope, aai wAvvca 'Coffios. '^ 
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grate. Such illusious are too soothing to vanity to be entirelj' 
ubbcked iu tlieir currency a^mong Americans. Ttiey have be^i 
pernicious, as they cherish false ideas of the right* of men anA 
the duties of rulers. They have led the citizens to look for 
liberty where it is not, and to consider the government, which 
is its castle, as its prison. 

Washington retired to Mount Vernon, and the eyas of Uie 
world followed him. He left his countrymen to their simplio- 
ity and their passions, and their glory soon departed. Europe 
began to be undeceived, and it seemed for a time as- if, by the. 
acquisition- of independence, our citizens were disappointed. 
The Confederation was then the only compact made " to form 
a perfect union of the States, to eatahtish justice, to insure 
tranquillity, and provide for the security of the nation " ; and 
accordingly union was a name that still commanded reverence, 
though not obedience. The system called justice was, in i 
of the states, iniquity reduced to elementary principles, and 
the public tranquillity was such a portentioua calm as rings i 
deep caverns before the explosion of an earthquake. Most of 
the States then were, in fact, though not in form, unbalanced 
democracies. Reason, it is true, spoke audibly in their Con- 
stitutions ; passion and pr^udice louder in their laws, 
to the honor of Massachusetts that it is chargeable with little 
deviation from principles. Its a<lherence to them was one of 
the causes of a dangerous rebellion. It was scarcely possible 
that such governments should not be agitated by parties, and 
that prevailing parties should not be vindictive and unjust. 
Aecorilingly, in some of the States, creditors were treated u 
outlaws ; bankrupts were armed with legal authority to be 
persecutors ; and by the shock of all coufidence and faith, 
society was shaken to its foundations. Liberty we bad ; but . 
we dreaded its abuse almi^st as inui^h at its loss, and the H 
who rleplored the one, clearly foresaw the other. 
Tie States were also beconung fonni&ab\ft ^a each, ather. 
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Tribute, under the name of impost, was for yenre levied by 
Bome of the commercial states upon their neighhors. Measures 
of retaliation were resorted to, and mutual recriminatiimH had 
begun to whet the resentraents, whose never failing progreaB 
among States is more injustice, vengeance, and war. 

The peace of America hung by a thread, and fi 
alreaiiy sharpening their weapons to cut it. The project of 
three separate empires in America was beginning to be broached, 
and the progress of licentiousness would have soon rendered 
her citizens unfit for liberty in either of them. An age of 
blood aiid misery would have punished our disunion, 
these were not the considerations to deter ambition {rom its 
purpose, while there were so many circumstances in our politi- 
cal situation to favor it. 

At this awful crisis, which all the wise so much dreaded at 
the time, yet which appeiirs, on a retrospect, ho much more 
dreadful than their fears, some man was wanting who possessed 
a commanding power over the popular passions, but over whom 
those passions had no power. That man was Washingtoi 

His name at the head of such a list of worthies as would' 
reflect honor on any country, had its proper weight with 
all the enlightened, and with almost all the well-dispoaed 
among the less-informed citizens, and, blessed be God 1 the 
Constitution was adopted. Yes, to the eternal honor of 
America among the nations of the earth, it was adopted 
spite of the obstacles which, in any other country, and perhaps 
in any other age of this, would have been iins)innomi table, in 
apite of the doubts and fears which well-meaning prejudi 
creates for itself and which ^r(y so artflilly inflames into 
stubbornness ; in spite of the vice which it has subjected 
restraint and which is, therefore, its immortal and implacal 
foe; inspite of the oligarchies in some of the states, fromwht 
it snatched dominion ; it was adoyteil, a.MA was •wsm&t^ 
one mote mvaluMa otuuice foe ite luuioa uA Va^-^^&sM^' 



uable ! if the retrospect of the dangers we liave escaped shall 
sutticientiy inculcate the principles we have so birdily estab- 
lislied. PerJiaps multitudes are not to be taught by their fears 
only, without Buffering mueli to deepen the impression; for 
experience brandishes in her school a whip of scorpions, and 
teaches nations her summary lessons of wisdom by the scars 
and wounds of their adversity. 

The amendmenta which have been projected in some of the 
States show that, in them at least, tliese lessons are not well 
remembered. In a confederacy of States, some powerful, 
others weak, the weakness of the Federal Union will sooner or 
later encourage, and will not restrain, the ambition and iiyuB- 
tice of the members. The weak cannot otherwise be strong or 
safe bnt in the energy of the national government. It is this 
defect, which the blind jealousy of the weak states not infre- 
quently contributes to prolong, that has proved fatal to all tbe 
confederations that ever existed. 

Although it was impossible that such merit as Washington's 
should not produce envy, it was scarcely possible that, with 
such a transcendent reputation, he should have rivals. Ac- 
cordingly, he was unanfmously chosen President of the United 
States. 

As a general and a patriot, the measure of his gloiy was 
already full ; there was no fame left for him to excel except 
bis own ; and even that task, the mightiest of all his labors, 
his civil magistracy has accompUshed. 

No sooner did the new government begin its auspicious course 
than oriier seemed to arise out of confusion. The governments 
of Europe had seen the old Oontederation sinking, squalid and 
pale, into the tomb, when they beheld the new American Ke- 
publio rise suddenly from the ground, and, throwing off ita 
grave clothes, exhibiting the stature and proportions of a 
young giant, refreshed with sleep. Commerce and industiy 
^woi^ and were eheerfal at tiidi laboia-, fot c«dit vaA. 
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confidence awoke with them. Everywhere was the appearance 
of prosperity ; and the only fear wae, that ita progress w 
rapid to consist with the purity and Bimplicity of ancient man- 
ners. The cares and labors of the President were incessant j, 
his exhortations, example, and authority were employed 1 
excite zeal and activity for the public service ; able offieeW 
w^re selected, only for their merits; and some of them 
remarkably distinguished themselves by their BuccessM 
management of the public business. Gkivemment wai 
ministeTed with such integrity, without mystery, and ■ 
prosperous a course that it seemed to be wholly employed in 
acts of beneficence. Though it has made many thousand 
malcontents, it has never, by its rigor or ii^justice, made c 
man wretched. 

Such was the state of public atfairs ; and did it not se 
perfectly to insure uninterrupted harmony to the citizens) diij 
they not, in respect to their government and its administration, 
possess their whole hearts' desire ! They had seen and suffered 
long the want of an efficient constitution; they had freely 
ratified it ; they saw Washington, their tried friend, 
father of his country, invested with its powers. They knew 
that he could not exceed or betray them without forfeiting 
his own reputation. Consider, for a moment, what a reputai 
tion it was : such as no man ever before possessed by so cleu 
a title or in so high a degree. His fame seemed in its puriqf 
to exceed even its brightness : of&ce took honor from his accept^ 
ance, but conferred none. Ambition stood awed and darkened' 
by his shadow. For where, through the wide earth, was the 
man so vain as to dispute precedence with him J or what wot^ 
the honors that could make the possessor Washington's bu] 
rior) Refined and complex as the ideas of virtue are, even t 
gross could discern in his hfe the infinite superiority of 1 
rewards. Mankind perceived Bora.e ttia.^?,e. Sn 'Cqwk. ">Sikw.' 
the splendor of power, ajwiL wen. s& 'Jos. -o- 



conqueror had grovm dim in their eyes. They did not know' 
that Washington could augment his fame ; but they knew aaS 
felt that the Torld'a wtalth, and ita empire too, would be a 
bribe far beneath his acceptance. This is not ex 
never was confidence in a man and a chief magistrate mora 
widely diffused or more solidly established. 

If it had been in the nature of man that we should eiyoy 
liberty without the agitations of party, the United States had 
Br right, under these circumstanceB, to expect it; but it i 
impossible. Where there is no liberty they may be exempt 
firom party. It will seem strange, but it scarcely admits a, 
doubt, that there are fewer malcontents in Turkey than in 
any free state ia the world. Where the people have no power, 
they enter into no contests, and are not anxious to know hoi 
they shall use it. The spirit of discontent becomes torpid for 
want of employment, and sighs itself to rest. The people Bleep 
soundly in their chains, and do not even dream of their weight* 
They lose their turbulence with their energy, and become as tract* 
able as any other animals : a state of degradation in which th^ 
extort our scorn and eng^e our pity for the misery th^ do( 
not fed. Yet that heart ia a base one, and fit only for a slave'* 
bosom, that would not bleed freely, rather than submit to BUel( 
a condition ; fur liberty, with all ita parties and agitations, ii 
more desirable than slavery. Who would not prrfer the repub 
lies of ancient Greece when liberty once siibsistcd in its e; 
its delirium, terrible in its charms, and glistening to the laf 
with the blaze of the very fire that consumed it 1 

I do not know that I ought, but I am very sure that I d 
prefer those republics to the dozing slavery of modem C 
where the degrade<l wretches have suffered scorn till they mm 
it ; where they tread on classic ground, on the ashes of herofll 
and patriots, unconscious of their ancestry, ignorant of Ha 
nature and iHmnat of the name of liberty, and insensible evek, 
^ At the passion for it. Wiio, on tbia coaUa&t, wa %ift«W ' 
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say, it is the modern Greece that lies burieii, that sleeps for- 
gotten in the caves of Turkish (larknessl It is the ancient 
Greece that lives in remembrance, that is still bright with 
glory, still fresh in immcirtal ° youth. They are unworthy of 
liberty who entertain a less exalted idea of its excellence. The 
misfortune is, that those who profess to be its most passionate 
admirers have, generally, the least comprehension of its hazards 
and impediments ; tbey expect that an enthuBiaetie admiration 
of its nature will reconcile the multitude to the irksomeness 
of its restraints. Delusive expectation 1 Washington was not 
thus deluded. We have his suienm warning against the often 
fetal propensities of liberty. He had reflected that men are 
often false to their country and their honor, false to duty and 
even to their interest ; hut multitudes of men are never long 
false or deaf to their passions ; these will find obstacles in the 
laws, associates in party. The fellowships thus formed are 
more intimate, and impose commands more imperious, than 
those of society. 

ThtB party forms a state within the state, and is animated 
ty a rivalship, fear, and hatred of its superior. When this 
happens, the merits of the government will become fresh prov- 
ocations and offences, for they are the merits of an enemy. 
No wonder then, that as soon as party found the virtue and 
glory of Washington were obstacles, the attempt was made, by 
calumny, to surmount them both. For this, the greatest of all 
his trials, we know that he was prepared. He knew tiiat the 
government must possess sufficient strength from within or 
without, or fall a victim to faction. This interior strength waa 
plainly inadequate to its defence, unless it could be reenforced 
from without by the zeal and patriotism of the citizens j and 
this latter resource was certainly as accessible to President 
Washington as to any chief magistrate that ever live(L The 
life of the Federal Government, he conaideved, ■^^a '0&& "Vaws^^a- 
of the people's nostrils ; whenevei ttiej a\iwi.4. \«.-S!^w^ 'ys^«-" 
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infatuated or inflamed as to abandou its defence, its end mnst 
be aa speedy, and miglit be a& tragit^al, as a cunatitution for 
France. 

Wbile the President waa thus adminiateiing the government, 
in so wise and just a manner as to engage the great majority 
of the unlightenod and virtuouB citizens to cooperate with him 
for its support, and while he indulged the hope that time and 
habit were confirming their attachment, the French revolution- 
had reached that point in its progress, when its terrible prin- 
ciples began to agitato all civilized nations. I will not, 
this occasion, detain you to expreaa, though my thoughts teem 
with it, my deep abhorrence of that revolution ; its deapottsm, 
by the mob or the military from the first, and its hypocrisy of 
morals to the last. Scenes have passed there which exceed. 
description, and which, for other reasons, I will not attempt t<F 
describe ; for it would not be p(»sible, even at this difitance of' 
time, and with' the sea between ua and France, to go through 
with a recital of them, without perceiving horror gather, like 
a iroat, about the heart, and almost stop its pulse. That n 
lution has been constant in nothing but its vicissitudes, and its 
promises, always delusive but always renewed, to establish 
philosophy by crimes and hberty by the sword. The people of 
France, if they are not like the modern Greeks, find their cap 
of liberty is a soldier's helmet; and, with all their imitation of 
dictatoiH and consuls, their exactest similitude to these Roman 
ornaments is in their chains. The nations of Europe perceive 
another resemblance in their all-conquering ambition. 

But it is only the influence of that event on America, and 
on the measures of the President, that belongs to my subject. 
It would be ungratefully wrong to hb character to be silent 
in reapeet to a part of it which has the most signally illus- 
trateil his virtues. 

The genuine . character of that revolution ia not even yet so : 
WTsi/ uatlerstood aa the dictates of se\f-preset\ation re<iuire ib 
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should be. The chief duty and care of all govemmenta iB to 
protect the rights of property and the tranquilhty of Hociety. 
The leaders of the French revolution, from the beginning, ex- 
cited the poor against the rich : this made the rich poor, but 
it will never make the poor rich." On the contrary, they w 
used only as blind instruments to make those leaders masters, . 
first of the adverse party, and then of the state. Thus the 
powers of the state were turned rouud into a direction exactly 
contrary to the proper one, not to preserve tranquillity and 
restrain violence, but to excite violence by the lure of power 
and plunder and vengeance. Thus all France has been, and 
still is, as much the prize of the ruling party as a captured 
ship ; and if any right or possession has escaped confiscation, 
there is none that has not been liable to it. 

Thus it clearly appears that, in its origin, its character, and 
its means, the government of that coimtry is revolutionary ; 
that is, not. only different from, but directly contrary to, every 
regular and well-ordered society. It b a danger similar in its 
kind, and at least equal in degree, to that with which ancient 
Rome menaced her enemies. The allies of Borne were slaves j 
and it cost some hundred years' efforts of her pohey and arms 
to make her enemies her allies. Nations, at this day, can 
trust no better to treaties ; they cannot even trust to arms, 
unless they are used with a spirit and perseverance becoming 
the magnitude of their danger. For the French revolution has 
been, from the first, hostile to all right and justice, to all 
peftce and order in society, and therefore its every exiHtence 
has been a state of warfare against the civilized world, and 
most of all against free and orderly republics. For such are 
never without tactions, ready to be the allies of Prance, and to 
aid her in the work of destruction. Accordingly, scarcely any 
but republics have they subverted. Such governments, by 
showing in practise what republican liberty is, detect Frernih. 
imposture, and show what their pretext a.T«. iwl. 



To aubrert them, therofore, they had besides the facilitj^ 
that faction affoTds, the double esGitemcut of removing a n 
proach, aud converting tlieir greatest obHtaoles into their ma 
efficicut anxiliaries. 

Wto, then, on careful reflection, will be Burprised that tb 
Trench and their partiaane instantly conceived the (Jesire, a:^ 
made the most powerful attempts to revohitionize the Am^ 
can government T But it will hereafter seem strange that thd 
excesses should be escused aa the efiecta of a struggle T 
liberty, and that so many of our citinena should be flattered( 
while they were insulted, with the idea that our example 
copieit, and our principles pursued. Nothing was ever moni 
false or more fascinating. Our liberty depends on our educa 
tion, our laws, and Labita, to which even prejudices yield; c 
the diaperaion of our people on farms, and on the almost eqi* 
diffusion of property; it is founded on morals and religitn 
whose authority reigns in the heart, and on the influence ('' 
theae produce on public opinion, before that opinion g 
mlerB. Here liberty is restraint, there it is violence ; kere j 
is mild and cheering, like the morning sun of ( 
bright«ning tlie hills and making the valleys green ; there it i 
like the sun when hia rays dart pestilence on the sands o 
Africa. American liberty calms and restrains the licenttoi 
passions, like an angel that siiye 1« the winds and troublt 
seas. Be still. But how has French licontionsness appeard 
to the wretched citizens of Switzerland and Venicel Do n 
their haunted imaginations, even when they wake, present h 
as a monster, with eyes that flash wild fire, hands that hu 
thunder-bolts, a voice that shakes the foundations of the hillq 
She stands, and her ambition mcaaurea the earth ; she s] 
and an epiiletnic fury seizes the nations. 

Experienpe is lost upon ua, if we deny tliat it ha^l seized W 
large part of the American nation. It is as sober and intelli^T 
gBo^ aa five anrl as worthy to be free, as any in the world}. 
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yet, like all other people, we have passions and prejudices, and 
they had received a violent impulse which, for a time, mialed iih. 

JaKohinism'' had became here, as in France, rather a Sect 
than a party, inspiriag a fanaticism that was equally intolerant 
and contagious. The deluaion was general enougli to be thought 
the voice of the people, therefore claiming authority without 
proo^ and jealous enough to exact acquieacenoe without a 
murmur of contradiction. Some progress was made in training 
multitudes to be vindictive and ferocious. To them nothing 
seemed amiable but the revolutionary justice of Paris ; nothing 
terrible, but the government and justice of America. The very 
name of PatrioU was claimed and applied in proportion as the 
citizens had alienated their hearts from America and transferred 
their atl'ections to their foreign corrupter. Party discerned its 
intimate connection of interest with France, and consummated 
its profligacy by yielding to foreign influence. 

The views of these allies required that this country should 
engage in war with Great Britain. Nothing less would give to 
France aU the means of annoying this dreaded rival ; nothing 
less would insure the subjection of America as a sateUite to the 
ambition of France ; nothing else could make a revolution here 
perfectly inevitable. 

For this end, the minds of the citizens were artfidly inflamed, 
and the moment was watched and impatiently waited for, when 
their long-heated passions should be in fusion, to pour them 
forth, like the lava of a volcano, to blacken and consume the 
peace and government of our country. 

The systematic operations of a faction under foreign influence 
had begim to appear, and were snccessively pursued in a man- 
ner too deeply alarming to be soon forgotten. Who of us does 
not remember this worst of evils in this worst of ways 1 Shame 
would forget, if it could, that in one of the States amendments 
were proposed to break down the federal Senate., -*V\Av,m." 
the State ^veruments, ia the great \nii.'WB.Tt lA 'Ooe, ^j-iOat. " ~ 
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To break down another, an extravagant .iiirtiniaTy power i 
claimed for Stat^. In another IState a rebellion was fomented 
by the agent of France ; and who, without fresh indignation^ 
can remember that the powera of governmeat were openlj^ 
usurped — troops levied and ships fitted out to fight for hert 
Nor can any true friend to our Government consider, withoirf 
dread, that soon afterward the treaty-making power was boldlj 
challenged for a branch of the government, from which t\u 
Constitution has wisely withholden" it. 

I am oppressed and know not how to proceed with my aiib 
ject. Washington — blessed be God! who endued him witJ 
wisdom and clothed him with power — Washington issued h' 
proclamation of neutrality, aud at an early period arrested th 
intrigues of France and the passions of his countrymen on 1 " 
very edge of the precipice of war and revolution. 

This act of firmness, at the hazard of hia reputation t 
peace, entitles iiim to the name of the first of patriots. Tim 
was gained for the citizens to recover their virtue and g 
sense, and they soon recovered them. The crisis waa paseed 
and America was saved. 

You and I, most respected fellow-citizens, should be s 
tired than satisfied in recounting the particulars of this illui 
trious man's life ! 

How great he appeared while he administered the govemmeaj 
how much greater -when he retired from it, how he aecepM 
the chief military command under his wise and upright bik 
cessor, how his life was unspotted like his fame, and how lu 
death was worthy of his life, are so many distinct subjects o 
instruction, and each of them singly more than enough for a; 
eulo^um. I leave the task, however, to history and posterity' 
they will be faithful to it. 

It is not impossible that some will affect to consider th 
honors paid to this great patriot by the nation as exceasiw 
idohtTouB, and rfegrading to free nien, who are aU equal. 
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answer that, refusing to virtue its legitimate honore wnulil not 
prevent their being laviaheii, in future, on any worthless antl 
ambitioiia favorite. If this day's example should have its natu- 
ral effect, it will be salutary. Let such honors be so conferred 
only when, in future, they shall be so merited ; then the public 
sentiment will not be mi^ed nor the principles of a just equality 
corrupted. The best evidence of reputation is a man's whola 
life. We have now, alas ! all Washington's before us. There 
has scarcely appeared a really great man whose character has 
been more admired in his lifetime, or less correctly understood 
by hia admirers. When it b comprehended, it is no easy task 
to delineate ite excellencies in such a manner as to ^ve the 
portrait both interest and resemblance. For it requires thought 
and study to understand the true ground of the superiority of 
his character over many others, whom he resembled in the 
principles of ajjtion and even in the manner of acting. But 
perhaps he esceis all the great men that ever lived in the 
steadiness of his a<lherence to his maxims of life, and in the 
uniformity of all his conduct to his maxims. These maxims, 
though wise, were yet not so remarkable for their wisdom aa 
for their authority over his life ; for if there were any errors in 
hia judgment (and he discovered as few as any man), we know 
of no blemishes in hb virtue. He was the patriot without 
reproach : he loved his country well enough to hold his success 
in serving it an ample recompense. Thus far self-love and love 
of country coincided ; but when his country needed saeriflees 
that no other man could, or perhaps would be willing to make, 
he did not even hesitate. This was virtue in its most exalted 
character. More than once he put his fame to hazard, when 
he had reason to think it would be sacj'iflccd, at least in this 
age. Two instances cannot be denied : when the army was 
disbanded, and, again, when he stood, like Leonidas" at the ■gaes 
of Thermopyla;, to defend our indepemleRWi s.^w*X."^^^^iR»- 
it is indeed nbnoat as dif&uult to d"ca."« \ta dfi»i»t*»a- ^>it "^ 
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portrait of virtue. The reasona are Bimilar. Our ideas c£ 
mural excellence are obscure, because they are complex, and v 
are ohligpd to resort to iliustratione. Waahington's exampi 
ia the happiest to show what virtue ia ; anil to delineate h 
character, we naturally expatiate on the heanty of virtue : mu( 
muet be felt, much imagined. His preeminence ie 
to be seen in the diaplay of any one virtue aa in t 
of them all, and in the practise of the most difficult. Hera 
after, therefore, bis ciiaracter must be studied before it will I 
striking; and then it will be admitted as a model j a preciov 
one to a free republic I 

It is no less difficult to speak of hia talents. They wei 
adapted to lead, without daJtaling mankind ; and to draw ft 
and employ the talents of others, without being misled by thM 
In this he was certainly superior, tliat he neither miatook U 
misapplied bis own. Hia great modesty and reserve woij 
hare concealed them, if great oceaaions had not called thei 
forth ; and then, as he never spoke from the affectation U 
shine, nor acted from any siniater motives, it is from thofe 
effects only that we are to judge of their greatness and extei^ 
In public trusts, where men, acting conspicuously, are cautiotH 
and in those private concemB where few conceal or resist thoH 
weaknesses, Washington was uniformly great, pursuing r^iU 
conduct from right maxims. Hia talenta were auch as assisbfl 
sound judgment, and ripen with it. His prudence was cofl 
summate, and seemeil to take tlte direction of his power* su 
paaaiona ; for, aa a soldier, he was more eolicitous tn avoid ia« 
takes that might be fatal than to perform exploits that ^M 
brilliant ; and as a statesman, to adhere to just princiidM 
however old, than to pursue novelties ; and therefore, in bod 
characters, hie qualities were singularly adapted to the interedl 
and were tried in the greatest perils of his countiy. His hal^H 
of inquiry were bo far remarkable, that he was never satisflA 
with 2nrcatiga,tiag, uor deputed from it, oaVm^ ^ W VAdt-JtM 
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than all the light that he could obtain upon a snliject, i 
then he made his decision without bias. 

This command over the partialities that so generally atop 
men short, or turn them aside in their pursuit of truth, is one 
of the chief causes of his unwearied course of right conduct in 
60 many difficult scenes where every human actor must be pre- 
sumed to err. 

If he had strong passions, be had learned to subdue th 
and to be moderate and mild. If he had weaknesses, he con- 
cealed them, which is rare ; and excluded them from the gov- 
ernment of his temper and conduct, which is still more T 
If he loved fame, he never made improper compliances for what 
is called popularity. The fame he enjoyed is of the kisd that 
will last forever ; yet it was rather the effect than the motive 
of his conduct. Some fiiture Plutarch will search for a parallel 
to his character. Epaminondas" is perhaps the brightest name 
of all antiquity. Our Washington resembled him in the purity 
and ardor of his patriotism ; and like him, be first exalted the 
glory of his country. There, it is to be hoped, the paraUel 
ends ; for Thebes fell with Epaminondaa. But such compari- 
sons cannot be pursued far without departing from the simili- 
tude. For we shall find it is as difficult to compare great men 
as great rivers-. Some we admire for the length and rapidity 
of their current, and the grandeur of their cataract*; others, 
for the m^estic silence and iidlness of their streams; we cannot 
bring them together to measure the difference of their waters. 
The unambitious life of Washington, declining fame, yet courted 
by it, seemed, like the Ohio, to choose its long way through 
solitudes diffusing feitility ; or, like his own Potomac, widening 
and deepeiung his channel as he approaciies the sea, and dis- 
playing most the usefulness and serenity of his greatness 
towards the end of his course. Such a citizen would do honor 
to any country. The constant veiieratiou awl ■A.?KKMi.<i\i. >:S->s 
countiy will show that it was -woittis o^ awiv ^ ft'i.'C-saK&- 
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However hia military fame may excite the wonder of u 
kind, it is chiefly by hia civil magietracy that liis example will 
instract them. Great generala have arisen iu all ages of tha". 
world, and perhaps most in thoee of despotism and darkness; 
In times of violence and convulsion, they rise by the force of the 
whirlwind high enough to ride in it, and direct the etorm. 
Like meteors, they glare on tlie black clouds with a splendotl 
■ that, while it dazzles and terrifies, makes nothing visible but th^ 
darkness. The fame of heroes is indeed growing vulgar; thejh 
multiply in every long war ; they stand in history and thickoi 
in their ranks, almost as undistinguished as tiieir own aoldien^ 
But such a chief magistrate as Washington appears like th« 
pole star in a clear sky, to direct the skilful statesman. Hte 
presidency will form an epoch, to be distinguished as the age of 
Washington. Already it assumes its high place iu the political 
region. Like the milky way, it whitens along its allotted p 
tion of hemisphere. The latest generations of men will surrey,{ 
through the telescope of history, the space where so mai^ 
virtues blend their rays, and delight to separate tfacm into 
groups and distinct virtues. As the best illustration of thenji^ 
the living monument, to which the first of patriots would have 
chosen to consign his fame, it is my earnest prayer to Heave^ 
that our country may subsist, even to that late day, in the 
plenitude of its liberty and happiness, and mingle its mild glory 
with Washington's. 
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1743-1826 

Jefferson was, as every American child knows, a Virginian. 
He was graduated from William and Mary College in 1760, 
and some years after became a lawyer. That he drafted the 
Declaration of Independence shows the depth and breadth of 
his ability. He was prominent not only thus, and as a presi- 
dent who served two terms with eminent success, but he was 
known as a man of deep learning as well. 

The sincerity and smoothness of speech which marked his 
inaugural addresses, render them worthy of a place among 
American speeches, and of careful study on the part of students. 

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

1801° 

Friends and fellow-citizensy — Called upon to undertake the 
duties of the first executive ofl&ce of our country, I avail my- 
self of the presence of that portion of my fellow-citizens which 
is here assembled, to express my grateful thanks for the favor 
with which they have b^n pleased to look toward me, to de- 
clare a sincere consciousness that the task is above my talents, 
and that I approach it with those anxious and awftil presenti- 
ments which the greatness of the <ilia\%<&«xAN2«sft.^'55S»»s5^^ 
mj powers ao justly inspire, k Twsm^ waM^ssi^^^ ^^^'^^^ ^^^^ ^ 
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wide and fruitful land, traversing all the seaa with the rich 
produetiona of their industry, engaged in commerce with natioi 
who feel power and forget right, advancing rapidly to deatini 
beyond the reacb of mortal eye : when I wntemplate the« 
trjuscendent objects, and Bee the honor, the happiness, and thi 
hopes of this beloved country committed to the issue and tti 
auspices of this day, I shrink from the contemplatiou an 
humble myself before the magnitude of the undertaking. Utter^ 
indeed, should I despair, did uot the presence of many whom 
heresee, remind me that in the other high authorities provided' 
our Constitution, I shall find resources of wisdom, of 
and of zeal on which to rely under all difficulties. To you tha 
gentlemen, who are charged with the sovereign functions < 
legislation, and to those associated with yon, I look with & 
eouragement for that guidance and support, which may enab 
us to steer with safety the vessel " in which we are all embarkf 
amidst the conflicting elements of a troubled world. 

During the contest of opinions through which we hai 
passed, the animation of discusaiona and exertions has 
times worn an aspect which might impose on strangers unui 
to think freely, and to speak and to write as they think, 1 
this being now decided by the voice of the nation, enounce 
according to the rules of the constitution, all will, of coai 
arrange themwlves under the will of the law, and unite in 
raon efforts for the common good. All,' too, will bear in mil 
this sacred principle that, though the will of the m^ority ia 
all cases to prevail, that will, to be rightful, must be reaaonabl 
that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal Ifti 
miwt protect, and to violate which would be oppression. 

Let us, then, fellovr-citizone, unite with one heart and a 

mind ; let us restore to social intercourse that harmony ai 

affection without which lii>erty, and even life itself, are Int 

droary things. Let ris reflect that, having banished from ou 

-A^rf Hut ndigioua iDtoIerance uiuler w\i\Ai mstftBii, 
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bled and suffered, we have yet gained little if ive coimtenance 
a political intolerance aa despotic, as wicked, and capable uf ai 
bitter aud bloody peraecutiou. 

During the throes and convulaiona of the ancient world, 
during the agoiiizeii apaBma of infuriated man, seeking through 
blood and slaugliter Wh long-loat liberty, it waa not wonderful 
that the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant 
and peaceful shore ; that this ehould be more felt and feared 
by Bome, and should divide opinion aa to measuree of safetyi 
But every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. 
We have called by different names brethren of the same prin- 
ciple. We are all republicans ; we ai-e all federalists. If thcrft 
be any among us who wish to dissolve this union, or to chajigB' 
its republican form, let them stand 4(ndisturbed as monuments 
of the safety with which error of opinion may be tolerated where 
reason is left free to combat it, 

I know, indeed, that some honest men have fearetl that a 
republican government cannot be strong ; that this government 
ia not strong enough. But woidd the honest patriot, ii 
fidl tide of successful experiment, abandon a government which 
has so far kept us free and firm on the theoretic and vbionary 
fear that this government, the world's best hope, may by posM- 
bility want energy to preserve itself? I trust not. I believe 
this, on the contrary, the strongest government on earth, 
believe it is the only one where every man, at the call of the 
law, would fly to the standard of the law ; would meet invasions 
of public order as hia own personal concern. 

Sometimes, it is said, that man cannot be tnisted with tha 
government of himself. Can he then be trusted with the gov- 
ernment of others 1 Or have we found angels in the form of 
kings to govern him ? Let history answer this question. Lafe 
ua, then, pursue with courage and confidence our own fedextl 
and republican principle, our aittac\i.TawA Xo Mxwni, i 
aeatattivo govoiamgm.t. 
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Kindly separated hj nature, and a wi<lc ocean, &om the 
esterminiiting ° havoc of one quarter of tlie globe, too highr 
minded to endure the degradation of others; poasesaing » 
choaen country with room enough for all to the hundredth, 
and thousandth generation ; entertaining a dull sense of our 
equal right to the use of our own faculties, to the acquisitioa 
of our own industry, to honor and confidence from our fellov^ 
citizens, resulting not from hirth, but iVom our actions and, 
their sense of them, enlightened by a benign religion, professed, 
indeed, and practised in various forms, yet all of them inculcat- 
ing honesty, truth, temperance, gratitude, and the love of man^ 
acknowleUgiog and adoring an overruling Providence, which by 
all its dispensations proves that it delights in the happiness' 
of man here aud in his greater happiness hereafter. With all 
these bleaaingB, what more is necessary to make us a happy 
and a prosperous people? Still one thing more, fellow-citizens: 
a wise and frugal governmeut which shall restrain men from 
injuring one another shall leave them otherwise free to regulate 
their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not 
take " from the mouth of labor the bread it has earned. Thia 
is the sum of good government, and this is necessary to close 
the circle of our felicities. 

About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise of dutiea 
which comprehend everything dear aud valuable to you, it iS' 
proper you should understand what I deem the essential prin- 
ciples of this government, and consequently those which ought 
to shape it« administration. I will compress them in the nai> 
roweat limits they will bear, stating the general principle, but 
not all its limitations : Equal and exact justice to all men of 
whatever state or persuasion, religious or political ; peace, com' 
merce, and honest friendship with all nations, entangling alli- 
ances with none ; the support of the State governments in all 
Ure/r rights as the most competent administrations for our 
. dojamtw oaaceroa, aud tiie siirest bulwuka ftguoiX KD.^ii-\(Sf 
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lican tendencies ; the preservatiou of the general goyemmeut, ia 
it3 whole couatitutioDul vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace 
at home and safety abroad ; a jealoua care of the right of elec- 
tion by the people, a mild and safe correctiTe of abuses, which 
are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable remedies 
are unprovided ; absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the 
m^ority, the vital principle of republics, from which there is 
no appeal but to force, the vital principle and immediate parent 
of despotism ; a well-discipliued miUtia, our beet rehance 
peace, and for the first moments of war tiU regulars may relieve 
them ; tlie supremacy of the civil over the military authority 
economy in public expense that labor may be lightly burdened 
the honest payment of our debts and sacred preservation ol 
the public faith ; encouragement of agriculture, and of com 
merce as ita handmaid; the diffusion of information and 
arraignment of all abuses at the bar of the public reason 
freedom of religion,- freedom of the presB, and freedom ol 
person under the protection of the habeas corpus " ; and trial 
by juries impartially selected. 

These principles form the bright constellation which has 
gone before us, and guided our steps through an age of revolu- 
tion and reformation ; the wisdom of our sages and the blood 
of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment ; they 
should be the creed of our political faith, the test of civi 
struction, the touchstone by which to try the services of those 
we trust ; and should we wander from them in error or alarm, 
let us hasten to retrace our steps and to regab the road which 
alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety. 

I repair then, fellow-citizena, to the post which you have 
assigned me. With experience enough in subordinate stations 
to know the difficulties of this, the greatest of all, I have 
learnt to expect that it will rarely fall to the lot of imperfect; 
man to retire from this station with the reputatwt wsA- " 
fovor which bring him into it. 'VJ\ii\i.wiX. \.vA»aK^'«oS' ■\» 
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high confidence you reposed in our first and greatest reTolu- 
tionary character, whose preumineTit servicea hail entitled him 
to the first place in his country's bye, and had destined for 
him the fairest page in the volume of faithful history, I aak ao 
much confidence only as may give firmness and effect to the 
legal adminiatratioa of your affaira, I shall often go wrong 
through ibfeet of judgment ; when right, I shall often ho 
thought wrong hy those whose positions will not command a 
view of the whole ground. I ask your indulgence for my 
errors, which will never be intentional ; and your support 
against the errors of others, who may condemn what they 
would not, if seen in all its parts. 

The approbation implied by your suffrage is a great con- 
solation to me for the past ; and my future sohcitude will be 
to retain the good opttdon of those who have bestowed it iai 
advance to conciliate that of others by doing them all the good 
in my power, and to be instrumental to the happiness aud free- 
dom of aU, Relying, then, on the patronage of your good will, 
I advance with obedience to the work, ready to retire from it 
whenever you become sensible how much better choice it is in 
your power to make. And may that infinite Power whiqb. 
rules the destinies of the universe leajl our councils to what ia 
best and give them a favorable issue for your peace and 
prosperity. 




The subject of this sketch was a native of New York, and 
as euch was intimately connected with her political develop- 
ment. He was graduated from King's (now Columbia) Col- 
lege in 1768, and even then won some recognition for his 
fluency and power of speech. He etudied law, at that time 
the profession chosen by young men who were gifted with ora- 
toTiKil power ; and in his subsequent orations, the plaudits of 
his heareiB were as constant and resounding as they had been 
over his maiden effort. 

Mr. Morris did signal service in the Congresses from 1775 
to 1803, when he retireil from active participation in political 
affairs, passing the remainder of his life on his estate in 
MoTxisania. 

The fervid tone of his work may be gleaned from the short 
oration which is here given. Thia was chosen Iwcause, though 
brie^ it is a fair example of his work ; and because it esempli- 
fiea the whole range of the Hamiltonian literature produced 
by the death of Hamilton. From Boston to Savannah they 
lauded and mourned him; but none more sincerely and respect- 
fully than Gonvemeur Morris, his friend and co-worker io. ^.W 
interests of the young republic. 
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ORATION ON HAMILTON 
July 14, 180* 

If on this awl, this solema occasion, I abouM ende-avour to 
moye your commiseration, I would be doing injustice to tbat 
aensibtlitf whiub bas been so generally and. bo juatlj manifested. 
Far from attempting to excite y^our emotiona, I muHt try to re- 
press my own ; and yet, I fear that instead of the language of ' 
a public speaker you will hear only the lamentations of a wailing 
friend. But I will struggle, with my bursting heart, to portray 
that heroic spirit whicli has flown to the mansions of bliss. 

Students of Cohunbia," he was in the anient pursuit of knowl- 
edge in your academic shades when the first sound of the Ameri- 
can war called him to the field. A young and unprotented" 
Tolunteer, such waa his zeal, and so brilliant his service, that we 
heard his name before we knew his person. It seemed as if God 
had called him suddenly into existence, that he might asaaat to 
save a world. 

The penetrating eye of Washington soon perceived the 
manly spirit wliich animated his youthful bosom. By that 
excellent judge of men he was selected as an aid, and thus h 
became early acquainted with and was the principal actor i 
the more important scenes of our revolution. At the siege of 
York,° he pertinaciously insisted on and he obtained the c 
mand of a forlorn hope. He stormed the redoubt ; but let it 
be recorded that not one single man of the enemy perished. 
His gdlaot troops, emulating the heroism of their chief^ 
checkeil the uplifted arm, and spared a foe no lunger resisting. 
Here closed his military career. 

Shortly ader the war, your favor, no, your discernment — 
called him to public office. You sent hira to tlie convention at *' 
Philadelphia ; he there assisted in forming that constitution, 
wliicb is now the bond of our union, the shiehl of our defence, 
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anci the source of our prosperity. In Bigning the compact, he 
expressed his apprehension that it did not contain sufficient 
means ol' strength for its own preservation ; and thfit in ( 
quenee we stould share the fate of many other republics, and 
pass through anarchy to despotism. We hoped better things. 
We confided in the good sense of the American people ; and, 
above all, we trusted in the protecting providence of the 
Alinigiity. On this important subject he never concealed 1: ' ' 
opinion. He disdained concealment. Knowing the purity of 
his heart, he bore it as it were in his hand, exposing to every 
passenger its inmost recesses. This generous indiscretion sub- 
jected him to censure fruip misreprceentation. His specula- 
tive opinions were treated as deliberate designs ; and yet you 
all knew how strenuous, how unremitting were his efforts to 
establish and to preserve the constitution ! If, then, his opin- 
ion was wrong, pardon, pardon ! that single error in a life 
devoted to your service. 

At the time when our government was organized, we were 
without funds, though not without resources. To call them 
into action, and Establish order in the finances, Washington 
Bougfit for splendid talents, for extensive information, and, 
above all, he sought for sterling, incorruptible integrity. All 
these he found in Hainitton, The system then adopted haa 
been the subject of much animadversion. If it be not without 
a iaiilt, let it be remembered that nothing human is perfect. 
Becollect the circumstances of the moment, recollect the con- 
flict of opinion, and, above all, remember that a minister of a 
republic must bend to the will of the people. The administra- 
tion which Washington formed was one of the most efficient, 
one of the best tiiat any country was ever blest with. And 
the result was a rapid advance in power and prosperity, of 
which there is no example in any other age or nation. The 
part which Hamiltou" bore is universally known. 

His unsuspecting confidence in pioieaavona ■w^^ ■>(isi\:^siss*^^a 
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to be sincere, la\ liini to trust too much to the uadcsemn 
Tliia exposed him to misrepresentation. He felt himsel 
obliged to resign. The care of a rising family and the narrc 
nesa of his fortune made it a, duty to return to his profess 
for their support. But though he was compelled to abandoi 
public Ufa, never, no, never for a, moment did he abandoE 
public Bervioe. He never lost siglit of your interests, 
clare to you, before that Gioil in whose presence we are noi 
espociallf assembled, that in his most private and confidenda 
conversations, the single objects of discussion and consideratios 
were your freedom and happiness. You wed remember tl« 
state of things which again caUed forth Washington from hi 
retreat to lead your armies. You know that he asked J 
Hamilton to be his second in command. That venerable sa 
well knew the dangerous incidents of a military profes^( 
and he felt the hand of time pinching life at its source, 
was probable that he would soon be removed from the aCeni 
and that his second would succeed to the command. He knel 
by experience the importance of that place, and he thought tl 
Bword of America might safely be confided to the hand whio 
now lies cold in that coffin. my fellow-citizens, remembc 
this solemn testimonial that he Wiia not ambitious. ~ 
was charged with ambition; and, wounded by the imputatioi 
when he laid down his command he <lec1ared in the pro 
ioilependcDco of his soul that he would never accept of a 
office, mileaa in a foreign war he should be called on to i 
pose his life in defence of his country. This determinatia 
was immovable. It was his fault that his opinions and t 
resolutions could not be changed. Knowing his own fill 
purpose, he was indignant at tlie charge that he sought t 
place or power. He was ambitious only for glory, but he m 
deeply solicitous for you. For liimself he feareil nothing ; I 
he feared thnt bod men miglit, by false professions, acquitv 
jvar conHilence and abuse it to your ruin. 
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Brethren of the Cincinnati," there lies our chief! Let 
hiin Htill be our model. Like him, after long and faithful pub' 
lie services, let us cheerfully perform the social duties of private 
life. Oht he wae mild and gentle. In him there was no 
offence, no guile. Hie generous hand aud heart were open to all. 

Gentlemen of the bar, you have lost your brightest orna- 
ment. OlieriBh and imitate his example. ' While like him with 
justifiable and with laudable zeal you pursue the interests of 
your clients, remember like him the eternal principle of justice. 

Fellow-citizens, you have long witiie^ed hia professional 
conduct and felt his unrivalled eloquence. You know how 
well he performed the duties of a citizen ; you know that he 
never courted your favor by adulation or the sacrifice of hia 
own judgment. You have seen him contending against you, 
anil saving your dearest interests, as it were, in spite of your- 
selves. And you now feel and enjoy the benefits resulting 
from the firm energy of his conduct. Bear this testimony to 
the memory of my departed friend. I charge you to protect 
his fame. It is all° he has left^ — all that these poor orphan 
children will inherit from their father." But, my countrymen, 
that fame may he a rich treasure to you also. Let it he the 
teat by which to examine those who solirit your favor, Dia- 
r^arding profesiiiona, view their conduot, and on a doubtful 
occasion ask. Would Hamilton have done this thing! 

You all know how he perished. On this last scene I cannot, 
I raust not dwell It might excite emotions too strong for 
your better jmlgment. Suffer not your indignation to lead to 
any act which might again offend the insulted majesty of the 
laws. On his part, as from his lips, though with my own 
voice, — for hia voice you will hear no more, — let me entreat 
you to res])ect° yourselves. 

And now, ye ministers of the everlasting God, perform your 
holy office, and commit these ashes of our de^avt^i 'Wi'^^^ "^ 
the bosom of the grave. 
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17&3-1812 

Randolph, the son of royalist Virginians, was an ardentj 
young patriot in the revolutionary daye ; and bure his part il 
field and council, serving under Washington and being one <i. 
the Convention of 1788. Indeed, it was here that he dieptaye 
such marked ability as to merit unusual praise. 

In his capacity as a lawyer, he became counsel for i 
Burr in 1807, and it was due to hie masterly preseutatic 
the case that bis client was acquitted. 

The famous denunciation of Burr by William Wirt (State'H 
counsel) ia full of rhetorical Highte, likely to mislead t 
of ordinary men. But Randolph's summing up, here givHi 
presents ua a direct and simple statement of facta and authtn 
iticB which it would be impossible to misconstrue ; thetefon 
it is eubmitte<l for the student's careful consideration f 
model. 



IN DEFENCE OF AARON BURR 

4607 

.%■ •• ■ 

The little fragment of time that is left for me, may it plea 
your honors, I shall not abuse. ... I du not mean to pi 
through the long sei'ies of authorities to which reference 1 
been had ; but I shall endeavor to place the sulyect in 

^« clear point of view that our object caa™;it\» 

L 140 
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We have been chaiged with attempting to exclude further 
testimony and thereby encroaching on the sacred rights of the 
jury. Courts have their rights, and juries have theirs. They 
are eapahle of teing reconciled, for they are bodies of the same 
eyatem. But although the court has no right to dictate the 
motion of the jury, it has a. right to restrain them within their 
proper orbits. They are brethren in the adminjetration of 
justice, not rivals in power ; and if I were permitted to draw 
an ajialogy, I would say that the court is the father of the 
judicial iamHy ; that both are essential to administer justice 
according to law. This the court is bound to enforce, and this 
theiars w^ bound to obey. 

w hy should they complain T Because, say gentlemen, wg 
Buppraas t^stifljogy. How ilo we suppress testimony? They 
have a carte blanche," anil they are at liberty to suppose every/* 
other evidence except what they know does not exist, i.e., the 
presence of Mr, Burr, and that actual force was employed. 
They may, if they can, prove everything short of these things. 
Have not gentlemen seized these with great eagerness? They 
have kept their eyes on the court, hut alarmed the ears of the 
jury. They have professed to talk in the abstract, but have 
described with a pencil, whose strokes, dark as Erebus," and 
intended similitude and application, could not be mistaken. 
They have thrown, with rhetorical magic, into the caldron of 
public opinion, already overboiling, poisonous ingredients to the 
ruin_of Colonel Burr. We wage an unequal war ; an individ- 
ual against the whole power and influence of the United States. 
We have to' defend ourselves but with law and fact. Only 
permit us, if you please, to come with this dreadful disparity 
(for ikus we have to contend) even when clothed with the mail 
of innocence. We ask for the benefit of the law. Why should 
we be upbraided for asking no more than the law has pven us7 
That we must have. There is not a power ow. e^s^la "Csb^ '^i 
xoloBe us what the law gives. It is a ■^■siag.ft ^notv, '^'^ t 
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reasons, aa a. check to prevent the danger of perversion, opprefc 
sion, of degeneracy to tyranny. We hare fundaviental fa£ 
■; to proceed upon ; the absence of Colonel Burr from the w 
j of aetion. His absence is acknowledged; and if it were 
j it-w {iroT^ by us. Hence emerges a question whether ai^ 
^ facts, which mn be proved, lain convict him aa a principal ii 
the treason alleged to hare been committeil in hia aluencfi 
If he were not present at Blannerhassett's Island, as stated ii 
ttns indictment, how can he be convicted as a principal! Aite 
the admiasion that he was absent, how can they succeed' 
They cannot add one iota to what relates to this part of tl 
business. It is a rule that cannot be controverted that whe 
an indispensable position cannot be proved, the court mt^ 
interpose with respect to the law, and state its necessity to tb 
jury. This is not a case of equivocal testimony, when creiU 
bility and mere weight are to be considered, which it wouft 
be improper for the court to decide upon. We ask your opitt 
ion of facts, concerning which there is no doubt. Why sliouh 
the trial proceed if it should be the opinion of the c 
proof of hia qfiwaos cannot support the charge of his \ ^^ 
present as an actor 1 Surely not to add fuel to the genera 
inflammation which has already spread far and wide, anil thfl 
only for the mere purpose of gratifying any one man or set o 
men ; for this court sits not for the amusement of the publie 
fancy or the gratification of public malignity. 

But, they aay, may not the jury decide the law and the fiiet. I 
against the opinion of the court ? But is it proper to produce^ 
a struggle between the court and the juiy 1 Ought the jury t jj 
disregard the opinion of the court when it is confessedly cDrrect|H 
JW^en the court teUs the jury truly that the mlistmlum" doqH 
'^r-exist, a respectable jury never did and never will find avfilH 
diet of {/uiit^- '*^B 

They say that they are deterrained to probe this conspirHlS 
aa it ia called, to the bottom ; SiUd, ^es^oie, ^^ laskfi i^mI 
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cstraordinsTy efforta ; hut is there no respect that coiuiHel ought 
to have for tLeir character, to prevent them from pressing on the 
jury doytrinea which they Injow to be illegal 1 Is there no 
respect due from, the jury to the admonitiou of the court t If 
irrelevant testimony be to be admitted, twenty or twenty-five 
days or more may be apent in hearing what has no relation to 
the subject, and cannot affect us. It is in vain, therefore, to 
proceed. What ought we to expect from the court ) Ita 
authority. If the law is to be regarded, we have a li^t to call 
on the eovirt for the exercise of its authority to prevent tie 
introduction of illegal testimony. 

If, indeed, as Mr. Hay° and Mr, Wirt said, the consequences 
of this interpoaition of the court would be the annihilation o* 
the rights of the jury, I would answer, that any individual on 
earth ought to be sacriUced rather than that so great a danger 
should be realized. I wish not to touch bo inestimable an insti- 
tution. But there exists no such (langer. Why do we wish to 
have juries ? It is that men of our own condition, and who have 
a fellow-feeling for iia, should determine controversies and try 
accusations against individuals among us, bu that no standing 
jiuTsdiction or pennancnt tribunal is to be employed to dictate 
the fate of any individual. It is a wise and humane regulation ^ 
that a jur7 should tbux interpose between the public and th^ 
individual. For it is very imprtjbable that oppreflsion will ever 
take place on that aide. All is safe while deeisiona a 
side of tenderness. No precedent can be drawn from all this to 
sanction injustice or oppression. 

It is objected that juries would thus be proetratcd, and that 
the coiirt might on the same principle decide against the accuseil. 
Who thus complains? Was it ever argued that the rights of 
the jury and the safety of tlie citizen were destroyed by a fe,vor- 
able opinion to the awuaed 1 

Let a Jeffccya" arise, and succeed you ottya»i.«»i^.-,'N^^'^^ 
anc^te to himaeJf what powera be p\eas£& ■, \»!t ^aisi. «- 



on privileges and tyrannize over the rights of juries, and nt 
those who shaU a<lvocate them, yet what examples will he take 
If he would permit precedent to tw quoted before him, would" 
taJte the exercise of mercy for his example 1 

****** 

Sir,° I am not surprised that the people have been taugli 
that we mean to smother testimony. I havo been told of it uu 
of door? ; iind I have no doubt that such is the general opinioa 
This is the effect of the improper publicity given to whateve 
passes hero. I have remonstrated against this malpractice, bu 
in vain. We see that not a particle of intelligeneo ii 
no step is taken, nothing liappens here which is not in twel* 
hours made public. This intelligent will be diffused, auj 
mented, and distorted. We make no attempts of this i 
These reports remain uncontradicted, and excite prejndico 
ag^nat us. rwisb to know, then, how it can be shown tbs 
we hare such an object in view. Where is the proof of Bmothei 
ing teatimony ) We deny the truth of the accusation. Wi 
wish not to suppress testimony ; but it is our duty to oppon 
the admission of what is not lawfiil evidence, since so i 
prejudice has been excited against the uccttsed. 

Away, then, with this idea, that we wish to suppress teatii 
mony. We only claim what the law allows, and I am afrait 
that if he be deprived of this right there never will 
found in this country a tribunal able to fortiiy itself a 
popular clamor, or counsel sufficiently firm to support s 
fortunate client against popular fury. I want no precedents, 3 
want nothing but preeminence of virtue and talents to disoen) 
and decide. And while ynu are placed on the seat of justice 
we tela not to meet that high tone of popularity, that popul 
rage which is so much, and we say, so unjustly, inflamed ag«D 
us ; if not met now, it never can be met. 

We are told that every man is a politician, and even judgW' 
maf be so hereafter. Then we sliall bo in danger. 
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tbey become political partisans, we shall be in danger. Thia 
evinces the greater necessity of adhering inflexibly to principle, 

I do not wish to go beyond seas, for examples ; but I caunot 
help rcraiuiiing the conrt of the conduct of the Ulustrioiia 
Majisfield." He stood ou a critical occasion, as this court stood 
at the beginning of this trial I am inebned to beheve that 
the public prejudice has relenteil ; hut suppose it to be atill 
in tU full fuiy, the situations are similar. When the popular 
freuKf was at its utmost height, he hail to encounter it. He 
displayed that unshaken flrnmeas which this court now feela. 
He was unmoved by popular clamor, unawe^ by popular fury. 
He wanted no popularity but that which he was sure would 
follow him, and survive when he was no more ; that which 
ever pursues meritorious conduct, the high meed of Tirtue, 
which is the beat stimulus to the most honorable exertions. 

If it were to he said that we want authority and precedent 
here for this firmness of conduct, we can say that our Washing- 
ton is recorded in trials not wholly different He was once in 
a situation where he might have been alarmed with what was 
called the popular voice. He was assailed by popular clamor 
and discontent ; but he was firm to his purpose. I can only 
say that he would have been without an historian if he had 
not withstood" them. 

An argument has been already used, which, if well under- 
stood, caunot be resisted. I feel it to be firmly established j 
but I hope the court will excuse me for indulging myself in 
further explaining the principle ; uot because I deem it necea- 
sary after what has been said, but because I want the jury, 
this audience, and all the world to be impressed with what are 
the rights of the accused. It is this : that when a fact essen- 
tial to the guilt of the accnaed does not exist, oil further pro- 
ceedings against him should cease. . . . 

Sir, permit me to use analogy. Will a ca.wu«i. 'sawsi ■*. 
greater random becaiise its object ^ aV s. ^«^xks icasass^ 



Will ft telescope reach in prnportioB to the diatanre of the b1 
to which it is directed) Will the power of man increase 
proportion to the distance of the scene of action ) Will t 
power of man mnltiply with addition of impaagibiiitiea 1 Oai 
he do more than hiimaa nature ia uapable of! So, then, Mr, 
Burr had such genius and power that ho was present at Bleit 
nerhassett's Island, though at a distance of one hundred i 
eighty luilea from it ! They seem to think him the soul of th< 
world, and to have ubiquity. He muat have been more than n 
to have accomplished what they charge him with. He must) 
aa one of the witnesses (Gieneral Eaton) said, hare ridden g ' 
the whirlwind and directed the storm ; or descended on tt 
sunbeams, aa one of the counsel said. This converts the ai 
of reason into the Bchool of fancy. But this would have b 
the vain language of an inflated imagination, never cc 
with the power of man. It is the power of man that w 
of. It is not in the nature of man to do impossibilities, 
it common senae that the talent* of a 
should enable him to he multitudinous, because he is at a si 
poaed distance 1 Suppose ho had been at the head of the MM 
BiBBippi, or in the neighborhood of the Pacific Ocean : wont 
the scene of action have been bo extended that he shonld ba sai 
to be on the spot, aiding and asaistiug at Blennerhassett's Island' 
Where the rights of the citizen are so deeply involved, let u 
not abandon rational experience. Let not those rules whiol 
concern the rights of the citizen be mixeil with doubtful doO 
trines. Let not the imagination be indulgetl. Let us tread ii 
the same path in which our ancestors, with huppineaa to then 
Belres, have trotlden more than three hundred years, and v 
more than a hundred and fifty years ; but do not let ub wanijt 
into the lielda of fancy. To venture on the extension of can 
structive crimes by analogy would be to make life and liberty 
mere foot-balls of imagination. Overwhelmed by such doO; 
trmea, the moat iimoceat man amougat iu m^gVi^. bia deBtcajet 
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Another ciremnHtance has been offered to your consideration 
with a view of exciting the public imliguation. BlennerlifiBaett 
has been most piteoiisly represented as a aeduceii peraoiJ, and 
it ia asked, " What, shall the seducer be aequitted, and the 
Beduced be the victim 1 " And in order to make the representa- 
tion more affecting, and to excite our Eympathy to a higher 
degree, the gentleman has gravely introdntid his lovely wife 
and prattling children, his hatred of war, hie love of music, of 
literature and ehemiistiy, till his seduction by the arts of Mr. 
Burr. 

Sir, I believe that Blennerhaasett ia innocent. I know him 
to be innocent ; and he may defy all the efforts to be made 
against him. But the situation in vhich he is placed does not 
reflect criminality on Colonel Burr. Do you examine into the 
cliara^iter and conduct of the accesBoiy in examining of the prin- 
cipal ? as whether he were under the influence of the principal 
or not. Is not this an invitation to sulivert all the rules of the 
law t Blennerhaasett is not to be examined ; but he is to be 
called small in guilt, because that of Mr. Burr is to be magni- 
fied. This ia done, not out of any cordiality to him, but in 
hatred of Burr. The question now, when he is tried as a prin- 
cipal is, Is he guilty or not t Did he commit the fact ) Whereas, 
according to law, when an accessory before the fact ia examined 
or tried, the only question is, Did he abet or aid him who com- 
mitted the act? and not whether he committed the act himself. 
This argument is not addressed to you, but to those who sur- 
round this great tribunal. 

But the constitution, the law of England, and AmericAti deci- 
sions have been quoted to siiow that the prime mover is, at any 
distance, a princifial. I will examine all these ; hut the Consti- 
tution is what I have most at heart, and what I will first con- 
Mr. Hay says that he would rather tl\e (n'iia'u.Wa.'sti 
pansh ttuu the i^lits of juri£B. \ le^eia ^iciCtt.. 'V'wf*'^''! 
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conBtitution because, among other blesainga, it eecurea the right 
of juries ; and there is no man who hears me but is convince ' 
that the rights incident to the trial b; juiy are secured bj it. 

The conatitution ia not express upon this subject ; and if if 
be not express, are you to narrow it 1 Are you to coiyecture b 
as to create a new crime, not only in name, tut in Bubstance, by 
introducing a new person which the constitution never conteni' 
plated by adding " procuring " as a crime to " doing " % 

But we are told that the constitution haa adopted terma ii 
treason which are well known. Be it so. But it is only to tell 
you what is the " leeta, majettae " of the nation. It tells you 
that the legislature should never avail themselves of the malign 
nant passions of the people so as to call that " hssa majataa,'"' 
which is not so in fact. 

The constitution only intended the classification of crime* 
which should be considereil as tending directly to the subversioni 
of the govemraent. It was left to the legidature to say vhat 
particular acts should have this tendency, and to provide tl 
punishment. The constitution supposed that there could 1 
only two cla'ises of cases in which the government could be bu1 
verted : levying war and adhering to the enemies of the counttyM 
It never could have been intended to import aid from the a 
mon law to expound the constitution. It is only a general 
description ; and the legislature are left to provide a propi 
remedy for the evil. The legislature, therefore, might have d 
Glared at any time what should be done with an aoceasoty befbrd 
the fact. They might punish this and other accessorial ofTencei 
by a law coming within the sweeping clause which empowen 
Oongress to make all laws which shall be necessary and propel 
to carry their euumeratad powers into effect. 

But the constitution is to be considered accoriling to n 
and moral right, and both ask if a transcendent olfender be Uf 
slip down into an accessory. The answer is, that if reason whic^ 
Ju^iffes the Gtneas of things, moral right which ^vea more lat 
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tmle, or even coraraon aenBe, be permitted to artd pereone accord- 
ing to diti'erent men's ideiis of" propriety, what ailvantage is 
derived from the principle wbicb has been so long cherished, that 
penal laws shall be constnied strictly 1 What become of the 
doctrine ! What benefit can be had from the constitution, con- 
taining precise terms and an express enumeration of powers, if 
moral right, common sense, and reason, according to the diversity 
of human opinions, are to be applied to infer and imply its mean- 
ing? We may apply these to Eutopia," Oeeana^ or even the 
visions of Plato," or rather the tribunal of Draco " ; for wherever 
they, or what ia the same thing, men's different conceptions of 
them, are to determine what shall be right construction, ikera 
will be a tribunal of blood. Language must indeed be under- 
stood as the world understands it ; but the ideas must not be 
estendeil beyond the natural import. I will ask a man of the 
most common understanding, who is not cmiriected with the 
cause of Colonel Burr, whether n man at a distance of three 
hundred miles from the scene of operation can be the same as 
the actu^ perpetrator. Whether a man could be charged as 
present at the spot and doing an act, when he was at three hun- 
dred miles' distance. What would be his answer! Would he 
not call it the grossest absurdity 1 Does_not the very idea of 
law revolt against such a construction 1 The constitution does 
not impose it. The common law, the gentleman admits, does 
not impose it ; but common sense requires it. So that common 
sense shall say absence is presence, and shall consider one man as 
another, and plunge a dagger into his breast against justice and 
reason ! It is contrary to the common understanding of the 
world. It ia impossible in the nature of things that a man at 
a distance of three hundred miles can be present. This tran- 
seends the wildest extravagance of fancy. By metaphysical 
legerdemain, they annihilate space and consolidate identities. 

The apprehensions which were entertained a.wi ^wt iSam-^pa 
predicted but a short time piiat,ftomiio^ate(uA.\Q'ft,*ssai'«^"''*^ 
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been soon forgotten. If you begin so early with creating offencBK 
by mere analogy, where will you stopl Trace the consequencaa 
of takiug one man foi' another. Beflect how many ehailea a 
approaches there are to guilt. If you can confound these vith^ 
out iliatinction, and charge a roai; who commaQcleil an act ti 
done by bis agent, to liave been present and to have done it him^ 
self, — if you charge a crime directly contrary to facta, 3 
mislead and surprise ; you are arriving at a point which wiB( 
involve doctrines of treason which were never intended by the 
framera of the ConBtitutiou, 



Sir, is it not necessary to inquire what is the consequence 
of the conduct of Colonel Burr ! If it lie accessorial, thft 
indictment must show the " qvomodo." ° Why is any indict- 
ment in any case necessaryT Why must indictments diBtingoisfa 
between prmcipal actors m treason and those who sk "but 
accessorial agents T Because it informs them of the nature ofi 
the accusation, and enables them to defend themselves. The 
indictment against the adviser or procurer ought to notify himi 
of the act of which he is considered an indirect perpetrator; 
You must show the maimer in which he is liable. 

Nor does this doctrine rest on English authority alone. Jtj 
is not merely iiiuuded on the common law, aa has l)een urged; 
It is supported by the principles of pleading which we hav^ 
adopted. The forms of pleaditig show the sense of courts, a 
guides to reason. The eighth amendment to the constitutioi 
also requires it. It not only secures the enjoyment "of 1 
speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the State an^ 
district wherein the crime shall have been committed," but aJso 
that the accused "ahull be intbrmed of the nature and cam 
of the accusation, confronted with the witaesses agaim 
him," etc. 

Comider this sultject attentively. RcAcct on the mode 



EDMVSD RANDOLPH- 167 

pmsecutinn which 'm advocated, auil see whether it do not 
deprive us of this cnnstitutioniil privilege. The language of 
any man, addressed to the accused on this aulyect, would be, 
" You are oharged with treason ; biit you are to be informed of 
the nature and cau^e of the accusation, go as to enable you to 
prepare your defence." The indictment is shown him. It tella 
iiim that he nctuuUy levied war by raisiug men, and committing 
acta 'on a pari^icuiar day aud at a xtartjcular place. Knowing 
his innocence of the charge, he pleads not <fuilty, and produces 
testimony to prove that he was not there ; that during the whole 
time he was many hundred miles distant, or jierhapa beyond aea. 
Against all this, when he comes to be tried, he is told, "It 
waa not you that raised the army. Wa do not mean that you 
■were there in person. You needed not to have siimmoued 
twenty or thirty witneBaea to prove that you were not present. 
But you did what we insist is the same as levying war. You 
wrote a letter in which you advised the thing to be done." He 
would very naturally answer, " If that be your meaning, I have 
been misled and deceived ; I am not prepared for trial, and I 
pray that the cause maybe continued." But he is told: "Your 
prayer cannot be gninted. The jiuy are sworn, and you must 
take your trial." 

Now, sir, should it be in the power of any government thus 
to mblead and destroy any man it may select for its victim I 
(I do not mean to say that such is the disposition of this gov- 
ernment ; nay, I am sure it is not.) But no child who could 
read the constitution could suppoao that it could ever be bo 
construed. Yet, air, what babies we were, if we expected the 
constitution to be thus correctly construed ! If this conatnio 
tion be adopte<], and this species of indictment admitted, it will 
pervert this very palladium of our safety into an instrument of 
destruction. Mr. Hay knows that I intend nothing offensive 
to him. But wlien he tells me that his indietment fita tbMs, 
case, he deceives us. He deludes ija into a, \.f«i 
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of the accusation, and drags us blindfold to the scaffold. 
This is the moat intolerable hantship. Examine history from. 
the beginniug of the world to the end, you will find nothing 
like the character of an American legiBlature, who, profeBeing 
to he thB votaries of liberty, and to admire the principles of tt 
free constitution, would permit such horrid oppression on their 
citizens : to keep them in the dark, to hold out the semblance 
of security to innocence, but to expose it to inevitable deatru&i 
tion I Sir, I could mention a thousand acta of oppression that! 
wouhl not be so severe as this. The party accused is entrapped; 
and ensnared. He is taken by surprise, and forced 'va\a a td^ 
with the rope round his neck, without any means of prepaid 
tion or defence. This is substance ; not a phantom of the 
imagination. The forms of trial, the instruments of nominal 
justice, are to be wrought up into an engine of destructioo. 
We call on you a& guardians of this constitution, as f^ a 
depends on your acta, to pi'eserve it from violation. I ask y 
to remember the difficulty of repairing the mischieb of a 
oppressive construction, and permitting, unopposed, encroach^ 
ments on the dearest privileges of the people. If this attempt 
be successful, where will persecution stop 1 If this be correolL 
fate has .sealed it in your miud, and tlie law has only to force 
it. I feel myiielf so much roused by the idea of the effect that 
this doctrine would have, that did I not know that it c 
from a pure source without any intention to injure or opprea^ 
I would be alarmed, I would say, as Paul ° said to Agrippa, 
Believest thou in the constitution 1 I know thou dost? 
you to save this rock of our salvation. For myself I do not 
care. I have not much to care, with respect to the remaindcd 
of my life. But for my chUdren I feel the affection and a 
tude natural to a parent ; and for my country, those sentimentt 
of patriotism which becc#ie every good citizen. Let not t 
great palladium of public liberty be undermined. I pray yon 
that the rights of tie citizen may not be at the shrine of £ 
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tion and persecution ; that innocence m^y not be ingulfed I 
the adoption of the doctrine of the prosecutors. Anierii 
judges can never do this. I was goicg to 
strong : American judges da.re not do it. 



According to what has been oftcu obserred in _ the coiirae-of 
thia^ial, the crime consists of tlie^beginning, its-pTogresB, and 
thfftonsuniiDation, in the, course of wliich some force must be 
exhibited. A man loight'^ begin a crime and stop short aud be 
far from committing the act. He might go ou one step still 
further without incurring giult. It is only the ^mpletion of 
tlie crime that the law puniahea. ■ Suppose an army were em- 
Loilied by Mr. Burr, and they only assembled and separated, 
withont having committed any act ; what would the govern- 
ment have to complain of 1 When they punish a man for 
murdering another, it is because he is dead. 'r^Vhen a man com- 
mits a robbety, it is because a person baa been put in fear, and 
his property taken from him without his cousent, So it is with 
respect to every otiier crime ; while it is in an incipient state it 
is [Jjsregarded. No person is punishable who is charged with 
such an inchoate, incomplete offence. The intention is never 
punished. In such cases time is allowed for repentance at any 
time before the consummation. Such an offence ae this ia 
never punishable, unless in the case of a conspiracy ; and even 
OQ a prosecution charging that otfence s[HK:ialIy the act of con- 
spiring must be Batisfactorily established. Here no injury has 
arisen to the cQmmonwealth. No crime has been perpetrat«d. 
The answer to this is, that there were preparations to commit 
it. As far as communications have been made to the govern- 
ment, there ia no possibility of proving a complete act, yet those 
accused miist be punished. Then their nde of law is, that 
wherever there is a beginning of a crime, it shall be ^unialsfid-i 
lest it grow to maturity. Is this the spvcVt ol ksa'evwa.-si'NRie*'^ 



lation and American justice t la it the Bpirit of its free C 
Btitution, to cmiaider the germ as the consummation of th| 
ofTence? the intention, bo ditHcult to be ascertained, and bo ea^ 
to be uiisrepresciited and misuuderBtood, as the act itself 1 I 
aucb a Bystein it may he a source of lameutation that no man 
than death can be inflicted on the completiou of the crime 
Death, death, ia to be the universal punishment, the watchwori 
of humane legislation and juria prudence I 

When we mentioned the idea of force, I was not a litl 
amazed at the manner in whi(;h they attempted to repel t 
argument. It was said that they were prepared to show j?i 
tial force ; that fear waa used ; that an assemblage was draumi 
together to act on the fears of the people. ..^This fear begin 
at New Orleans, mounts the Mississippi, against the b' 
and fixes itself at Blennerhassett'a Island. Henry IV. fell ] 
sacrifice to the predictions of the Jesuits. They determined t 
destroy him, and predicted that he would fall j and he did fi ~ 
I may safely admit that fear really esisted at New C 
because the man who was interested to excite it had it in hi 
power most effectually to do so. A great conspiracy with v 
numbers and means is feigned. A particular day is announce) 
as the time of attack. The militia are brought together, Thegl 
"surround the city; spread the alarm in the cofFee-hotu 
and other public places ; guard the river, for they are comi 
in the next flood of the Mississippi." Thus terror and appn 
hension were excited by every stratagem imaginabl& Are i 
to be sacrificed by base and insidiouB arts like these! by t' 
artifices of a man ° interested iu our destruction to effect h 
own preservation 7 

I have done, sir. I find myself hurt that I could not giT 
a greater scope to my feelings on thia ail-important subject. 
will only add one remark, which I hope will be excused, ai 
considered as applying in all who occupy the sacred seat a 
Jastica Judges have passed through the temple of virtue, ai 
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arrived at that of bonor ; but Tre find that it ia a just decree 
from the free will of the people that the floor of tliat temple 
is slippeiy. Some may suppose tliat because the wheel of for- 
tune 18 not seen immediately to move, it' is at rest. The rapid- 
ity deceives the sight. He who means to stand firm in that 
temple must place his baud ou the statue of wisdom, the 
pedestal of which is a lion. These are the only qualities by 
which they can be uaefid in their honorable station. Popular 
effusion and the violence and clamor of party they will disre- 
gard. It is the more necessary, as judges may hereafter 
mingle in polities ; and they are but meu ; and the people are 
divided into parties. In the confliotg of political animosity, 
'justice is sometimes forgotten, or sacrificed to mistaken seal and 
prejudice. We look up to the judiciary to guard us. One 
thing I am certain oi^ that ynu will not look at consequences ; 
that you willdetomine, "Jiat justilia," ' let the result be what 
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1782-1850 

Calhoun waa the eon of a poor South Caroiina family— 
lad irregularly educated, whose determined hard work pro 
his entrance to Yale, where he wa8 graduated with honors it 
He returned to his native state, wliere he pi'aeticed law witH 
little auccesfl until 1811, when he waa elected to Oonj 
From this time his name was constantly asaoctated with t 
fiery debates iu the legislative body. 

Calhoun lacked the wonderful grace of Webster; but 1 
intensity and sincerity compelled the attention and often w 
the suppnrt of his hearers. He waa direct and logical, i 
owed his power rather to the matter thau the manner of h 
utterance, always. 

He was a thorough Southerner, warm-blooded and enthtlj 
siastic ; but he was also a praetised logician, hence he Wd 
feared and respected by his opponents, and admired ty 1:* 
adherents. It ia for the logical development of his thougl 
that his speeches are most worthy of study. 



SPEECH ON THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT EH 

FliBUUARY 4, 1817 



It aeema to be the fate of some measures to be praisetl, b 
not adopted. Such, I fear, will be the fate of this on which t 
an now ile/iber&tiiig. . From tte iuAwv'W'i^w 
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the House to go into L-oinroittee on the bill,-there is not munh 
proagect of its suuuess; Jet.it seemH to me when I reflect how 
Tayorable ia the present mdmont, and bow confessedly'miportflnt 
a good syatern of ronds and canals ia in our country, I may be 
reasonably very sanguine of auceess. At [leace with all the 
world, abounding in pecuniary means, and, what is of the 
moat importance, and at which I r^oice, as most favorable to 
the country] 'party and sectional feelings merged in a liberal 
and enlightened regard to the general (loni^rna of the country : 
such are the favorable circumatances under which we are now 
deliberating. Thus situated, to what can we direct our 
resourcea and attention more important than internal improve- 
ment! What can add more to the wealth, the atrength, and 
the political prosperity of our country? The manner in which 
facibty and cheapness of intercourse contribute to the wealth 
of a nation has been so often and ao ably discussed by writera 
on political economy that I presume the Honse to be perfectly;,, 
acquainted with the aulyect. It ia aufflcient to observe, tliat^'' 
every branch of national induetty — agricultural, manufactur- 
ing, and commercial — ia greatly atimidated by it, and rendered 
more productive. The result ia, that it tende to diffuse uni- 
versal opulence. Jt gives to the interior tlie advantages 
poHsessed by the parts moat eligibly aituated for trade. It 
makes the country" price, whether in the sale of the raw 
product or in the purchase of articles of consumption, approxi- 
mate to that of the commercial towns. In fact, if we look into 
the nature of wealth, we will find that nothing can be more 
fovorable to its growth than good roads and canals. An article, 
to command a price, must not only be uaeful, but must be the 
subject of demand ; and the better the means of commercial 
interoouree, the larger is the sphere of demand. The truth 
of these positions is obvious and has been tested by nil ( 
tries where the otperiment lias Ijeen made. It baa -jasyvwJaisi i 
been strikiitgly exemplified in ET^lani ■, ani "^S "Otve. \«s:^ **■ 



in a country so limited, and so similar in its products, has 
to produpij a raoat unrammoa state of opulence, what may 
not expect tVom the same cause in our couutry, abounding, 
it does, in the greatest variety of products, and presenting tl 
^greatest facility for improvement t Let it not be Baid thi 
'^~ ~ internal improvements may be wholly left to the enterprise i 
the States and of individuals. I know that much may juat 
be expected to he done by them ; but, in a country so ; 
80 extensive as ours, there is room enough for all the 
and slate governments, and individuals, in which to exert th< 
resources. But many of the improvements contemplated 
too great a scale for the resources of the States or individual^ 
and many of such a nature as the rival jealousy of the Stat 
if left alone, would prevent. They require the resources a 
the general superintendence of this government to effect s 
complete them. 

But there are higher and more powerful considerations w 
■MJongresa ought . to. .take charge.of this sulyect. K we were 
consider only the pccvmiary advantages of a good system 
roads and caiuils, it might, indeed, admit of some dov 
whether they ought not to be left wholly to individual k 
tions ; but when we come to consider how intimately, 
strength and political prosperity of the republic are connec 
with this subject, we find the most urgent reosona why 
should apply our resources to them. In many respects 
country of equal population and wealth possess eqnal mater 
of power with ours. The [teople, in muscular power, in ha 
and enterprising habits, and in lofty and gallant courage, 
surpassed by none. In one respect, and, in my opinion, in 
^ L on!yj_are we joaterially weak. '.We occupy a surface pr 
pously great in proportion to our numbers. The conm 
strength is brought to bear with great difficulty on the poi 
that tuny be inenaceil by an enemy. It is o^ duty, then, aa 

'i the nature of things it can be effecte<C^to coun teract. ' 
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weakness. ~ Good roads and canale, judiciously lajd out, are the 
proiwr remedy. . In the recent " war how much did we suffer 
for the want of them ! Beeidea the tardiness and the conse- 
quent inefficacy of our military movements, to what an increased 
expense was the country put for the article of transportation 
alone I ' In the event of another war, the saving, in this 
particular, would go far toward indemnifying ua for the 
expense of couatructing the m^ans of transportation. 

It is not, however, in this respect only, that roads and canals ' 
^add to the strength of the country. Our power of raising 

/revenue, in war piirticularly, depends mnitdy on them. In 
peace, our revenue depends principally on imports ; in war, this . 
aource, in a great measure, fails ; and internal taxe«, to a great 
amount, become necessary. 'iJQlesa the means of commercial 
intercourse are rendered much more perfect than they now are, 

J we ahall never he able, in war, to raise the nccessuiy supplies. 
/ If taxes were collected in kind, — ai, for instance, the fernier 
and mechanic paid in their surplus produce, — then the diffi- 
culty would not exist, aa in no country on earth is there so great 
a surplus, in proportion to its popidation, as in ours. But such 
a syst-em of taxes is impossible. They must be paid in money ; 
and, by the constitution, must be laid uniformly." What, then, 
is the effect 1 The taxes are raised in every part of this exten- 
sive eountiy uniformly ; but the expenditure must, in its nature, 
be principally confined to the scene of military operations.' Thie, 
di^no-the-circujatiug medium from one part, and accumulates 
it in_^otber, aod perhaps a very distant one. The result is 
obvious. Unless it can return through the operation of trade, 
the part from which the constant drain takes place must ulti- 
mately be impoverished. Commercial intercourse is the true 
remedy for this weakness; and the means by which this is to be 
effected are roads, canals, and the coasting trade. Oii. these, 
combined witli domestic manufactures, does the moneycd.es.ijaa- 
it j of this countjy, in war^^ptnil. "S^'rtXiiiw^) ■Owse-,'^'*- «^^ 
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will we be unable to raise the necesBary supplies, but the c 
reney of the uountry must necesaarilj fall into the greatest difr, 
order, such as we lately esperienced. 

But, on thia subject of national power, what can 1 
important than agierfect unity in every part, in feelings and iB 
sentiments 7 Anil what can tend more powerfully to produce 
it than overcoming the effects of UiBtanue) No state, enjoyin# 
freedom, ever occupied anything like as great an extent rf 
country as this republic. One hundred years ago, the mosfc 
profound philosophers did not believe it to be even possible,. 
They did not suppose it possible that a pure republic could exidl 
on s& great a scale even aa the island of Great Britain. What; 
iken was conaidered chimerical, we now have the felicity to etyoy j 
and what is more remarkable, such is the happy mould of our 
Government, so wisely are the state and general powers arranged^ 
that much of our political happiness derives its origin from tbo 
extent of our republic. It has exempted us from moat of ths 
causes which distracted the small republics of antiquity. Lei 
it not, however, be forgotten ; let it be forever kept iu mii 
that it exposes us to the greatest of all calamities — next to tl 
loss of liberty, and even to that in its consequence — disunicmi 
We are great and rapidly, and, 1 was about to say, fearfiUly; 
growing. Thia is our pride and our danger ; our weakness aod 
our strength. Little does he deserve to be intrusted with tb 
liberties of this people, who does not raise his mind to thai 
truths. We are under the most imperious obligation to o 
teract every tendency to disunion. The strongest of all cement 
is, undoubtedly, the wisdom, justice, and, above all, the modec 
tion of this House ; yet the great subject on which we are no 
deliberating, in this respect, deserves the most serious consider 
tion. Whatever impedes the intercourse of the extremes vit^ 
this, the centre of the republic, weakens the union. The mor 
enlarged the sphere of commercial circulation, the more extendc 
iAat of social iatercourae, the more fitroaglY are we bound 6 
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gether, the more inseparable are our destiDics. Those wli5 
iinderatand the human heart, beat knowhow jjowerftillydiBtance 
tendB to break the sympathies of our nature. Nothing — not 
evendiBBimilarity of language — tends more to estrange man from 
man. Let us, then, bind the repiibUc together .with a petfeut bj«-_ 
tem of roads aod canals. Let us conquer space. It is thus the 
most distant parts of the republic will be brought within a tew 
daya' travel of the centre ; it is thus that a citizen of the West" 
will read the news of Boston still moist from the press. The 
mail and tlie press are the nerves of the body politic. By them, 
the slightest imprefision made in the most remote parts is com- 
municated to the whole system ; and the more perfect the meanH 
of transportation, the more rapid and true the vibration. To 
aid us in this great work, to maintain the integrity of this 
republic, we inhabit a oountry presenting the most admirable 
advantages. Belted around, as it is, by lakes and oceans, inter- 
sected in every direction by bays and rivers, the hand of indus- 
try and art is tempted to improvement. So situated, blessed 
with a form of government at once combining liberty and 
strength, wo may reasonably raise our eyes to a most splendid 
future if we only act in a manner worthy of our advantages, 
I^howeYer, neglecting them, we permit a low, sordid, selfish, 
and sectional spirit to take possession of this House, this happy 
scene will vanish. We will liivide, and in its consequence wiU^ 
follow misery and despotTsm. 

To legislate for our country requires not only the most en- 
laiged views, but a species of self-devotion not exacteti in any 
other. In a country so extensive and so various in its inter- 
ests, what is necessary for the common good may apparently 
be opposed to the interest of particular sections. It must be 
submitted to as a condition of ( _ 
a small republic, were we confined to ten miles square, the 
selfish instincts of our nature might, in vaosA t 
en in t^e management of pubUc b^ob. 



Suchfjhen, being the obvious ^vantages of iotenaLjjit 
ptoveiueiit8,Lwhy shoald the HoliBe'TTesftate to coramence tb( 
syetem ? t uncieratand there are, with some membere/constiL 
tutionai objections. ^ The power of Congreaa is oltjected to t 
first, that'ehere ia none to cut a road or canal through a Stat( 
without its consent; and next,'that the public moaeys ctii| 
only be appropriate*! to affect the particular powers eQumeiu 
ated in the coDstitutiou. Th^ iflret of these ol^ections, it ji 
plaiu, does not apply to thia bilL No particular road or can4) 
is proposed to be cut through any State. The bill aimplj 
appropriates money to the general purpose of improving tb ' 
means of intercommunication. When a bill is introduced t 
apply the money to a particular object in any Stat«, then, a 
not till then, will the question be fairly before us. I expre«l 
no opinion on this point. In fact, I soarcely think it worti)| 
the discussion, since the good sense of the States may be relieil 
on. They will in all cases readily yield their assent. TIm 
fear is in a different direction — in too great a solicitude t 
obtain an undue share to be expended within their reepectirtt 
limits. In fact, as I understand it, this is not the olyectio^ 
insisted on. It is mainly urged that the Congress cart oolS 
apply the public money in execution of the enumerated powei% 
I am no advocate for refined arguments on the constitutioa, 
The instrument was not intended as a thesis for the logician b 
exercise his ingenuity on. It ought to be construed in plals 
good sense ; and what can be more express than the coi 
Btitution on this very point T Tlio first power del(^ted | 
Congress ia comprised in these words, " To lay and coUecj 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises ; to pay the debts and pro 
vide for the common defence and general welfare of the United 
States ; but all duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniforn 
throughout the United States."" First the power is giveu t<R 
lay taxes ; next the objects are entimernted to which the monc^ 
accruing irom the exercise of this power may be applied, yit^ 
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to pay the debts, provide for the defence, and promote the 
general welfare ; ami last, the rule for laying the taxes is 
scribed ; to wit, that all -duties, imposts, and excises shall be 
uniform. If the framers had intendeci to limit the use of the 
money to the powers afterwards enumerated and defined, noth- 
ing coiild have been more easy than to have expresaed it pWnly, 
I know it is the opinion of some that the words, " to pay the 
debts and provide for the common defence and generaJ welfere," 
which I have just cited, were not intended to be referred to the 
power of laying tases contained in the first part of tbe section ; 
but that they are to be understood as distinct and independeoB! 
powers, granted in general l^rms ; and are qualified by a more 
detailed emiraeration of powers in the subseqiient" part of the 
constitution. If such were, in fact, the menning istended, 
surely nothing can be conceived more bungling and awkward 
than the manner in whioh the framers have communicated their 
intention. If it were their intention to make a Bummary of 
the powers of Congress in general terms, which were ai 
wards to be particularly defined and enumerated, they should 
have tflld us so, plainly and distinctly ; and if the words "to 
pay the debts and provide for the common defence and gen- 
eral welfare " vrere intended for thin summary, they should 
have headed the list of our powers, and it should have been 
stated tliat, to efiect these general objects, the following spe- 
cific powers were granted. I ask members to read the section 
with attention, and it will, I conceive, plainly appear that such 
couhJ not have been the intention. The whole section seemed 
to me to be about taxes. It plainly commences and ends with 
it, and nothing could be more strained than to suppose the 
intermediate words, " to pay the debts, and provide for the , 
common defence and general welfare," were to be taken aa 
independent and distinct powers, Forceii, however, aa such a 
construction was, I might admit it, and urgp tbo.t "Owi 's'stis 
4o constitute a. part of the eaumeTatei ^^ttia. "&* -usw^ 



tion gives the Coiigresa the power to establish poat^officea a 
post-roads. I know the interpretation usually given to thea 
woitls confines our powers t^ that of designating only the poa 
roads ; but it seems to me that the word " establish " compr 
henda something mure. But suppose the constitution to 1 
silent, why should we be confined in the application of n 
to the enumerated powers? There is nothing i 
the thing, that I can perceive, why it should be so restricted 
and the habitual and uniform practise of the Government coit 
cides with my opinion. Our laws are full of instances of mone 
appropriated without any reference to the enumerated p 
We granted, by an unanimous vote (or nearly so), $50,000 1 
the distresseil inhabitants of Caraci^as, and a very large sun 
at two different times, to the San Domingo refugees. If w 
were restricted in the use of our money to the enumerate 
powers, on what principle can the purchase of Louisiana I 
justified? To pass over many other instances, the identic) 
power, which is now the subject of discussion, has, in sevo 
instancea, been exercised. To look no farther hack, at the i 
session a considerable sum was granted to complete the On 
berland Road. In reply to tliis uniform course of legialatun 
I expect it will be said that our constitution is founded c 
positive and written principles, and not on precedents. I <i 
not deny the position ; but I have introduced these instance 
to prove the uniform sense of Congress and the country (fii 
they have not been objected to) as to our powers, and stiid 
they furnish better evidence of the true interpretation of tb 
constitution than the most refined and subtle arguments. 

Let it not be argued that the construction for which I ooi 
tend gives a dangerous extent to the powers of Congress. I 
this point of view I conceive it to be more safe than the oppi 
site. By giving a reasonable extent to the money power, i 
exempts ns from tlie necessity of giving a stniined and fbrco 
eaaatractiou to the otier enuinerated puvesa. ~ 
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the public money could be applied to the purehaae of Louisiana, 
as I contend it may be, then there was uo constitutional di£Q- 
cidty in that purehaae ; bnt if it could not, then we are com- 
pelled to deny either that we had the power to purchase, or to 
atraiii soma of the enumerated powers to prove our right. It 
has, for iuatauce, been said that we bad the right to purchase 
under the power to admit new states — a construction, I ven- 
ture to Bay, far more forced than the one for which I contend. 
Such are my views as to our jwwer to i>ass this bill. 

I believe that the pRdsage of the bill would not be mnch 
endangered by a doubt of the power ; for 1 conceive, on that 
point, there are not many who were opposed. The 7iiode° is 
principally objected to. A system, it is contended, ought to 
be presented before the money ta appropriated. I think dill'er- 
ently. To set apart the fund appears to me to be, naturally, 
the first act ; at least, I take it to he the only practicable course. 
A bill filled with det^ls would have bnt a faint prospect of 
passing. The eneraiea, to any possible system in detail, and 
those who are opposed in principle, would unite and defeat it. 
Though I am unwdliug to incorporate details in the bill, yet I 
am not averse to presenting my views ou that point. My first 
great object is to perfect the communication from Maine to 
Louisiana. This may be fairly considered ae the principal 
artery of the whole system. The nest is the connection of 
the Lakes with the Hudson Kiver.° In a political, commercial, 
and military point of view, few objects can be more important. 
The nest ot^ect of chief importance is to connect all the great 
commercial points on the Atlantic — Philadelphia," Baltimore, 
Waahington, Richmond, Charleston, and Savannah- — with the 
Western States, and finally to perfect the intercourse between 
the West and New Orleans. These seem to me to be the 
great objects. There are others, no doubt, of great imiMjrtance, 
which would receive the aid of Government. Tlw. fassi. ■^'&- 
posed to be set apart in th^ bill ia aJooxA ^^'^^i^*^ *■ "^^ 



wliich ia, doubtless, too small to effect such great objects of 
itaelf; but it will be a good beginniug, aiid 1 have no doubt^.; 
when it is once begun, the great work will be completed. It'. 
the bill succeed, at the next session the detaLla may be arraaged, 
and the system commenced. I cannot regard tiuse who o' ' 
merely to the mode bh being very heartily in fayor of the sys- 
tem. Every member must know that in all great measures it 
is necessary to concede something, as it is impossible to make 
all think alike on the minutite of the measure, who are agreed; 
on the principle. A deep conviction of the importance of tha 
thing itself is almost sure to be aecompanied with a liberaj 
spirit of concession. The committee who introduced this bil 
gave it the shape, in their opinion the most proper in itself 
and the most likely to succeed. If it cannot pass in its preaenl 
form, and under the present circumstances, it is certainly v 
doubtfiil whether it ever will. I feel a deep solicitude in reU' 
tion to it. I am anxioua that thia Congre^ shall have t 
reputation of it ; and I am the more so on account of the fe 
ings which have been created against it. No body of men, 
my opinion, over better merited, than this Congress, the co® 
fidenee of the country. For wisdom, firmness, and induatijf 
it has never been excelled. To its acta I appeal for the traUj 
of my assertion. The country already begins to experience th 
benefits of its foresight and firmness. The diseased state a 
the currency, which many thought incurable, and most though] 
could not be healed in so short a time, begins to exhibit symp 
toma of speedy health. Uninfluenced by any other coosidutf 
tiona than love of country and duty, let us add this to the tnai^ 
useful measures already adopted. The money cannot be a 
propriated to a more exalted use. Every portion of the o 
munity — the farmer, the mechanic, and tlie merchant- 
feel its gooil effects; and what ia of the greatest iraportHnc^ 
the strength of the comumuity will be augmented and itK,' 
political prosperity rendered more aecuie. 




1777-1853 

Henry Clay was a Virginiaa by birth; and combined with 
rare intelligent^, a spirit capable of extreme exertion ; bo that, 
despite the vicissitudes inciiient to poverty and domestic mis- 
fortunes, we find that in 1797 he was hcensed to practise law 
in Virginia. He began his duties at Lexington, Kentucky, 
where, thanks to good fortune and his indomitable energy, he 
was most signally successful. 

In public atfairs the blaud and courteous gentleman i 
never lost, although Mr. Clay was, in aU the storms of the 
troublous timea in which he lived, a man of strong convictions 
and emphatie speech. 

He was, moreover, one of those men who, throughout a long 
pubh'c career, never descended from his devotion to the ca 
of his country. Whether his views were always the Boimdest 
or not, is not oura at this time to consider. This we know : 
that his hfe and actions, held up to the light in public view, 
exhibit no sordidneas of motive, no Helfiahness of" aim. This, 
then, was the man whose silvery tones and logical thought, 
upheld by the unfailing patriotism that characterized bim 
always, swayed the councils of tbe nation for the benefit of his 
own and future generations of Americans, — powerfully — 
unselfishly. 

The speeches here quoted are but types, and have been 
selected because they exhibit the quiet dignity and. Wa* t^ws™*! 
Americanism of the man who shares >H\ftiCs&v»a».'9s^"*^*^ 
113 
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the veneration in which AmoricanB hold this trinity of Ughts on 
the pathway of our nation. 

ON AMERICAN INDUSTRY" 

1821 

Mr. Chairman, out confederacy has within its vast limita & 
great diversity of interests ; agricultural, planting, farming, com- 
mercial, navigating, fishing, manufacturing. No one of these 
interests is felt in the same degree, and cherished with the si 
solicitude throughuut all parts of the union. Some of them 
are peculiar to particular sections of our common country. 
But al! thrae great intereata are coofided to the protection of 
one government— to the fate of oae ship ; and a most gallant 
ship it is, with a noble crow. If we prosper and are happy, 
protection must be extended to all ; it is due to all. It is the. 
great principle on which obedience is demanded from alL If 
our essential interests cannot find protection from c 
ment against the policy of foreign powers, where are they to 
get iti We did not unite for sacrifice, but for preserv&tba. 
The inquiry should be in reference to the great interests of 
every section of the union (I speak not of minute subdivisions) 
what would be dune for those interests if that section stood 
alone and separated from the residue of the repubUcT If ■ 
promotion of those interests would not injuriously affect ainf 
other section, then everything should be done for them whii^ 
would be doue if it° formed a district government. If tli^ 
come into absolute collision with the interests of another m 
tion, a reeonciliation, if possible, should be attempted 1 _ 
mutual concession, so as to avoid a sacrifice of the prosperilj^ 
of either to that of the other. lo such a ciise, all should ni^ 
be done fur ouo which would be done, if it were separated and. 
tndepeadeat — but something ; and in devising the i 
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ure the good of each part, and of the whole, should be care- 
fully consulted. This is the only mode by which we can 
preserve, in full vigor, the harmony of the whole union. 
The south entertains one opinion, and imagines that a modi- 
fication of the existing policy of the country for the protec- 
tion of American industry, inTolres the ruin of the Bouth. 
The north, the east, the west, hold the opposite opinion, and 
feel and contemplate in a longer adherence to the foreign 
policy, aa it now exists, their utt«r destniotion. Is it true 
that the interests of these great sections of our countiy are 
irreconcilable with each other 1 Are we reduced to the sad and 
afflicting dilemma of determining which shall fall a victim to 
the prosperity of the other 1 Happily, I think, there is no 
Boch distressing altematire. If the north, the west, and the 
east, formed an independent state, unassociated with the south, 
can there be a doubt that the restrictive system would be car- 
ried to the point of prohibition of eveiy foreign fabric of which 
they produce tho raw material, and which they could manufac- 
ture 1 Such would be their policy if they stood alone ; but 
they are fortunately connected with the south, which believes 
its interests to require a free admission of foreign manufactures. 
Here, then, is a case for mutual concession, for fair compro- 
mise. The bill under consideration presents this compromised 
It is a medium between the absolute exclusion and the unre- 
stricted admission of the produce of foreign industry. It Bacri- 
fices the interest of neither section to tJiat of the other ; neither, 
it is true, gets all that it wants, nor is sulgect \sy all that it 
fears. But it has been said that the south obtains nothing in- 
this compromise. Does it lose anything T is the first question. 
I have endeavoured to prove that it does not, by showing that. 
a mere transfer is eftected in the source of the supply of its con- 
sumption from Europe to America; and that the loss, whatever 
it may be, of the sale of its great staple in Europe, is cora.ij«.^r 
sated by the new market created m KiftR ' ------ --^- 
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south really gain nothing in this compromiBe ) The consainp- 
tiau of the other sciitloDS, though somewhat restricterl, is still 
left open by this bill to foreign fikbrics purchnsed by southem 
staples. So far its operation is beneficial to the south, and 
pr^udicial to tho industry of the other sections, and that is 
the point of mutual concessiou. The south will also gain 'by 
the estended consumption of its great staple, produced by 
increased capacity to consume it in consequence of the establish' 
meat of the home market. But the south cannot exert its in- 
dustry and enterprise in the business of manufactures I Why 
not) The diSculties" if not exaggerated are artificial, and 
may, therefore, be sunnountei But can the other sections 
embark in the planting occupations of the southl The obstruc- 
tions which forbid them are natural, created by the immutable 
laws of God, and therefore unconquerable. 

Other and animating considerations invite ua to adopt tha 
policy of this system. Its importance in connection with the 
general defence in time of war, cannot fail to be duly estimated. 
Need I recall to our painful recollection the sufferings, for the 
want of an ailequate supply of absolute necessities, to which the 
defenders of their country's rights and our entire populati 
Buly'ecteil, during the late war 1 Or to remind the committee o£ 
the great advantage of a steady and unfailing source of supply, 
unaffected alike in war and in peace 1 Its importance, in refer- 
ence to the stability of our union, that paramount and 
of all our interests, cannot fail warmly to recommend it, 
least to conciliate the forbearance of every patriot bosom. Now 
our people present the spectacle of a vast assemblage of jealous 
rivals, all oagerly rushing to the sea-board, jostling each othef 
in their way, to hurry otf to glutted foreign markets the perish'' 
able produce of their labor. The tendency of that poliiy, in 
conformity to whii'h t)iis bill is prepared, is to transform these 
competitors into friends and mutual customers, and by the r&- 
Bxehaiiges ot their respective productions, to place tb»' 
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confederacy upon the most boUJ. of all foundationg, the basis of 
common interest. And is not government called upon, by every 
stimulating motive, to adapt its policy to the actual condition 
and extended growth of our great republip ? At the ^commence- 
ment of our constitution, almost the whole population of the 
United States was confined between the Alleghany Mountains 
and the Atlantic Ocean. Since that epoch, the weatern part of 
New York, of Pennsylvania, of Virginia, aU the western states 
and territories, have been principally peopled. Prior to that 
period we had scarcely any interior. An interior has sprung 
up, as it were by enchantment, and along 'with it new interests 
and new relations, requiring the parental protection of govern- 
ment. Our policy should be modified accordingly, so as to com- 
prehend all, and sacrifice none. And are we not encouraged by 
the succeHS of past experience, in respect to the only article 
which has been adequately protected ? Already have the pre- 
dictions of the friends of the American system, in even a shorter 
time than their most sanguine hopes could have anticipated, 
been completely realized in regard to that article j and consump- 
tion is now better and more cheaply supplied with coarse cottons, 
than it was under the prevalence of the foreign system. 

Even if the benefits of the policy were limited to certain 
sections of our country, would it not be satisfactory to behold 
American industry, wherever situated, active, animated, and 
thrifty, rather than persevere in a course which renders « 
subservient to foreign industry ! But these benefits are two- 
fold, direct and collateral ; and in the one shape or the other, 
they will difiuse themselves throughout the union. All parts of 
the union will participate, more or leas, in both. As tn the direct 
benefits, it ia probable that the north and east will enjoy the 
largest share. But the west and the south will also participate ; 
in them. Pliiladeiphia, Baltimore, and Richmond," will divide 
with the northern capitals the business of ma.'oa.fc.'^rawft.^. "^"^^^ 
latter city unites more advantage* Iot\ta »iKSJ£a&i.-^-t'^««'=^ 
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than any other place I kuow ; Zaneaville," in Ohio, only excepts 
And where the direct heiiefit does not iiccrue, that will be ■ 
joyed of supplying the raw material and provisions for the ts 
sumption at artisans. Is it not most desirable to put at res^ 
and prevent the annual recturenee of this unpleasant subject 
80 weU fltteil, by the various interests to which it appeals, 
excite irritation and so produce discontent ! Can that 1 
effected by its rejection ] Behold the mass of petitions which li 
on our table, earnestly and anxiously entreating the protecCini 
interposition of congress against the ruinous policy which "« 
are pursuing. Will these petitioners, comprehending all orden 
of society, entire states and communities, public companies am 
private individuaU spontaneously assembling, cease f 
humble prayers, by your lending a deaf ear ) Can yon expeo 
that these petitioners and others, in countless numbers, that w'~ 
if you delay the passage of this bill, supplicate your meri 
should contemplate their substance gradually withdrawn to f 
eign countries, their ruin slow, but certain, and as inevitable^ 
death itself, without one expiring effort 1 You think the mea 
ure injurious to you ; we believe our preservation depends upc 
its adoption. Our convictions, mutually honest, are equal] 
strong. What ta to be done T I invoke that saving spirit 
mutual concession under which our blessed constitution i ^^ 
formed, and under which alone it can be happily admiaiBtened 
I appeal to the south — to the high-minded, generous, i 
patriotic south ° with which I have so often cooperated, i 
attempting to sustain the honor and to vindicate the rights i 
our coimtry. Should it not offer, npon the altar of the puU 
good, some sacrifice of its peculiar opinions 1 Of what does i 
complain ? A possible temporary enhancement in the objects i 
consumption. Of what do we complain 1 A total incapacity 
produceil by th» foreign policy, to purchase, at any pnc^ fi 
eigji oli/ccta of consumption. In sncli an alternative, inconve 
/eai oofy to it, ruiuous to ua, can wa ci.'eeaX. \fia s 
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southern magnanimity 1 The just and confident expectation of. 
the passage of tliifl bill has ttoodtwl the country with recent 
importations of foreign fabrics. If it should not pass, they will 
complete the work of destruction of our domestic industiy. If 
it should pass, tliey will prevent any conaiderahio r' 
price of any foreign commodities until our own industry shall 
be able to supply competent substitutes. 

To the friends of the tariff I would also anxiously appeal. 
Evety arrangement of its provisions does not suit each of you j 
you desire some further alterations ; you would make it perfect. 
You want what you will never get. Nothing human is perfect 
And I have seen with great surprise, a piece signed by a member 
of congress, publislied in the National Intelligencer, stating that 
this bill must be rejected, and a judicious tarilF brought in 
its substitute. A jjtdkious tariff I No member of congress 
could have signed that piece ; or, if he did, the public ought 
not to be deceived. If this bill do not pass, unquestionably 
■o other can pass at this session, or probably during this 
congress. And who will go home and say that he rejected 
all the benefits of this bill, because molasses has been subjected 
to t!ie enermoua additional duty of five cents per gallor ' 
call, therefore, upon the friends of the American policy to yield 
somewhat of their own peculiar wishes, and not to rqect tha 
practicable in the idle pursuit after the unattainable. Let u 
imitate the illustrious example of the framers of the constitution, 
and, always remembering that: whatever springs from n 
takes of his imperfections, depend upon experience to suggest,. 
in future, the necessary amendments. 

We have had great difficulties to encounter. First, tha 
splendid talents that are arrayed in this house agiiinst i 
Second, we are opposed by the rich and powerful in the land. 
Third, the executive government, if any, attbrds u ' 
and equivocal support. Fourth, the importing and navi^iii!.qK 
interest, I verily believe, from miacoTvwi^<\Qw. to-^ ^M-ewfc v 



Piftb, the British ftiRtors and the British influeuiie are inimic 
to uur Bucceaa, Sixtli, long-establiahed habits and pryudici 
oppose UB. Seveuth, the reviewera and literaiy speculators, 
foreign and domestic. And lastly, the leading presses of the 
country, including the influence tif that which is establisbeil in 
this city, and sustained by the public purae. 

From some of these, or other causes, the bill may be post- 
poned, thwarted, defeated. But the cause is the cause of tbe 
country, and it must and will prevail. It is founded in' 
interests and affections of the people. It is as native as 
the granite deeply imbosomed in our mountains. And, 
conclusion, I would pray God, in his infinite mercy, to avert 
from our country the evils which are impending over it, and, 
by enlightening our councils, to conduct us into that path which 
leads to riches, to greatness, and to gloiy. 



ADDRESS TO LA FAYETTE" 

DCCEHBER 10, lg2j 

General, — The House of Representatives of the United 
States, impelled aUke by its own feelings and by those of the 
whole American people, could not have aaaigned to me a more 
gratifying duty than that of presenting to you coniial congratn- 
latiouB upon the occasion of your recent arrival in the United 
States, in compliance with the wishes of Oongress, and to assure 
you of the very high satisfaction which your presence affords on 
this early theatre of your glory and renown. Although but few 
of the members who compose this body, shared with ynu ii 
war of OUT revolution, all have, from impartial history, or from 
fiMthful tradition, a knowledge of the perils, the sufferings, and 
the sacrifices, which you voluntarily encountere<l, and tbe signal . 
aorvicea, in America and in Europe, wtlck ^o\\ ^rftmned for an 
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infant, a distant, and an alien people ; and all feel and o 
very great extent of the obligations under which you have plai'ed 
OUT country. But the relations in which you have ever stood 
to the United States, interesting and important as they have 
been, do not constitute the only motive of the respect and 
admiration which the house of Tepresentatives entertain for 
you. Your couaistency of character, your uniform devotion to 
regulated liberty, in all the viciasitudes of a long and arduoos 
life,'^o (Mimmand its atimiration. During all the recent c 
vulsions of Europe, amidst, as after the dispersion of every 
political storm the people of the United States have beheld 
you, true to your old principles, firm and erect, cheering and 
animating, with your well-known voice, the votaries of liberty, . 
its faithful and fearless champion, reaily to shed the last drop < 
of that blood which here you ea freely and nobly spilt, in the , 
same holy cause. 

The vain wish baa been sometimes indulged that Providence 
would allow the patriot, after death, to return to his country, 
and to .contemplate the intermediate changes which had taken 
place ; to view the forests felled, the cities buOt, the mountains' 
levelled, the cannls cut, the highways constructed, the progress 
of the arts, the advancement of learning, and the ii 
population. General, your present visit to the United States 
is a realization of the consoling object of that wish. You are 
in the raidat of posterity. Everywhere you must have been 
struck with the great changes, physical and moral, which have 
occurred since you left us. Even this" very city, bearing a 
venerated name, alike endeared to you aud to us, has since 
emerged from the forest which then covered its site. In one , 
respect you behold us unaltered, and this is in the sentiment of , 
continued devotion to liberty, and of ardent affection and pro- 
found gratitude to yonr departed frieud, the father of his o 
try, and to you and to your illustrious associates in the field 

' 'a the cabinet, for the multiv\ie4'\i\K«Kin^"«"wsSi«^ 
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US, and for the very privilege of addressing you, which I now 
exercise. This sentiment, now fondly cherished by more than 
ten millions of people, will be transmitted, with unabated vigor, 
down the tide of time, through the countless millions who are 
destined to inhabit this continent, to the latest posterity. 



NOTES 

JAMES OTIS 
ON WRITS OF ASSISTAMCE 

F. 2, 1. 11. books ; i.e. law-books, for deciaions of courM on 
similar questions. 

1. 15. Writs of AaaisUnce. These were, at Gist, granted to 
officials, wlio were authorized to saaroh for smuggled goods ; tlie 
grant degenerated, however, as is shown in Otis's evidence, into 
lawlBGa infringenient of personal rights. 

P. 3, !. 0. Advocate-General. The legal adviser of the Crown 
in mililaiy or naval matters. 

1. 10, IT. cost . . . crown. Charles I. and James II. 

P. 4, I. 8. 14 Ctiarles n. An act in the 14th year of the reign 
of Charles II. This and the later reference refer U) an act of 1062 ; 
for, In the statute ix>oks of England the reign of Charles 11. Is con- 
sidered to have begun when he was proclaimed king of Scotland in 
1640 ; not when he was accepted in England in 1C60. The Act 
reads in part, "offloereof His Majesty's customs and their depuft'es 
are hereby anthorized ... to go aboard . . , vessels," etc. It is 
Uie word deputies, as construed by the officers in America, over 
which much trouble arose. — Mr. Gridley, Otis'a legal preceptor, 
argued against him, and was outdone by his pnpil. 

P. 6, 1. 1. [untU . . . son!.] Kot found in all editions of the 
speech. 

L 0. curse of Canaan. Genesis ix. 25, 26, 11 , 

1. 5-7. [What . . . creation");! t;QX iou-&a. m i^ fcS.'C«3»a- 
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i houae . . . castle. These words have 
1 proverb. 

I. 3'2. same manner. Students are advised to con^der 
valae of tliis specific examplu, aa conclusive evidenoe. 

1. 34. 14 Cbarles n. See note ou p, 4, 1. 8, above. » 

P. 6, 1. 12. constitDtion. The Eciglish 
vtHUmi code, in confomiity to whose principles 
dered by llie courts, aud in violation of which ■a 
parliameuCa can ever be lastingly euforced. 

1. 10. ctar-chamber. A court dating from the reign of Edwaid 
III. (1327-1377), uking iifl name from the "Chamber of Stars 
Westminster, where its meetings were held. After the 
of William and Mary (1S88) it was abolished ; but the i 
remained as a synonym for high-lianded, unjust decisions- 
chamber proceedings." 

1. \Q. Lord Talbot, referring to the Earl of Shrewsbury, o 
of Che peers of the reign of William and Mary, — a gentleman 
profound learning, and one close lo the persons of their Majestli 

1. 2(1. 7 and B William III. Act of years seven and eight in t 
reign of Williaui III. ; i.e. William of Orange, who reigned JDim 
with hlB wife Mary (1089-1702), 

1. 82. 6 Anne. Act of the sixth year of Qaeeu Anne's rei, 
(1T02-1714}. The Act reada, in part, " nothing shall be 
in any charter, commission, or prant, ... to exclude or restra 
any of Her Majesty's subjects from having a full and free tnde 
and in any part of America." 

ON THE STAMP ACT 
P. 7, title. Stamp Act. The terms of this act may be found 
any history of the American colonies. 

1. 1. Excellency, the governor, Uutchinson. 
1. 2. Honors, the oily council ; tbeae, with the governor, oo 
Btiiateti CJie Jadicial staff. 
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1. 3. minister, referring to Grenville, in whose ministry tlio 
Stamp Act woa pikssed. 

1.9. nine provinces. In reaJily tliere were more, — New 
llarapBhire, MasaachuBCtts, New Yorlt, New Jersey, RhniiB Island, 
CoMiiecticuE, PennajlvaDia, Maryland, Virginia, North and South 
Carolina. 

1. 20. liberties, privileges, botli as legislators and aa English- 

P. 8, 1. 3. birthright. English law has, from the earliest times, 
recognized a freeman's right la a trial. 

I. 11. this day. Compare with modern conditjons. 

i. 14. kings . . . judges. The king was, in spirit, at least, 
aappoaed to preside in all his courts. From tiie earliest days lie 
was chief In war and judge in peace, — as in biblical records 
(Judges). The king's was a decision from which there was no 
appeal ; for "the king can do no wrong." « 

1. 24. "laws . . . apply." Quoted from C. Molioy's De Jure 
marittmo et navali, a treatise on maritime and commercial aSairs, 
published in London in 1G90. 

P. 0, 1. 1. ipse facto, by the fact itself ; in itself. 

1. 8. Jew-bill. Legislation against the Jews was frequently en- 
forced, but was finally done away with, in England. See Graeti'a 
History of the. Jeai. 

1. 16. Great Seal, by order of the Crown; sealed with the 
Great Seal ; the stamp of sovereignty. 

I. 20. letters, grants ; commissions. 

I. 32, disherison, obsolete except in this sense. 

JOHN ADAMS 

ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF BOSTON 

P. 11, title. The Memorial as given by Josiali Quincy, Jr,,readft, 
In part: "We have always underalood toaX 'ftle^a.■« '■* 
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rule of right, the security of our Uvea and property, smd the beit J 
birthright ot Engiiahmen. Under these appreher 
oui^ humble application to your Excellency . . , that we may n 
longer he deprived of this invaluable blesBiiig." This petilioj 
drawn up December 18, 17(15. 

I.T. Englishmen, colonists with the righ(a of native EngliahmeD 

11. 1!, 12. PaTliaments . . . submitted to, reference to Charleali 
and the parliaments of his ti 

1. 14. void. This occurred in the thirty-Brst year of the reigni^ 
of Henry VIII. (1540), and is an act providing that the King's 
proclamations shall he kept as though they n 
parliament. II was repealed later. 

1.21. Eomau . . . aU." The Ron 
later legal systems. 

P. 13, I. 7. ex debito Justitise, aa a matter of right ; i.e. 
hasia of right. 

JOSIAH QUraCY, JR. 

P. 13, 1. 6. youth. He was tv»enty-three years old when 
first article here quoted appeared in the Ganette, and but tirenty 
six when he was counsel for the soldieiB. 

1. 12. fee. tlis whole fee in the ca.9e was too small 
in those times, a consideration. 



a law waa the basis for ; 






P. 14 title Hyperion, the nam 

s letter appeared i: 



ber28 1 O" 



I under which Quincy wrote al 
the BosUin GaxeUe at Beptawi 



1. 17 eulph giUf C hsolete). 
1. 21 pass used in fencing. 

1. 213 kmgdoma Ttio student is asked to consider the corr 
nesB of this assertion. 
F. 15, 1. 1. same cause. Note the diatinctiun between atm 
and tame aa here drawn, 



m 
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1. 4. gender, to breed. Almost obsolete. 

1. 7. aeconomy, economy. — quick destroyed, an almost mediseval 
misuse of adj. for adv. 

1. 14. syren, old spelling, siren ; referring to the singing sorcer- 
esses of ancient legend. 

1.21. public virtue. Cf. Macaulay's Horatius, "Then none 
was for a party, and all were for the state." 

1. 26. wrath. Cf. the Old Testament prophecies. 
^ P. 16, 1. 16. royal, a king's gift.' Note the double sense. 

1. 18. our . . . blessed. Proverbs xxxi. 28. 

1. 22. spark . . . extinct, the love of liberty. 

1. 24. Let no man. Shakespeare, Bichard 11, III, Sc. ii., 11. 144- 
155. This quotation is not exactly given — it was evidently altered 
to fit the orator's needs. 

1. 28. chuse, obsolete form of choose. 

1. 33. model,^ mould ; pattern. 

IN DEFENCE OF THE BRITISH SOLDIERS 

P. 17, 1. 6. most . . . saw. Not only the numbers accused, but 
the pretext their sentence, if unjust, would offer for further perse- 
cution from England. 

P. 18, 1. 5. relent, to be averse to; seldom used as a verb in 
this sense. 

1. 7. have, given has in the old editions. 

1. 15. affections, emotions. 

1. 30. we all lament, personally and politically. 

P. 19, 1. 2. fifth of March, Boston massacre (1770). 

1. 5. alternately, really successively, as there were more than two. 

1. 10. concernments, matters (an old form). 

I. 12. It . . . current. As a political epigram, this is unusually 
fine. 

II. 18, 19. Note the break in the sequence of tenses. He returns 
to the past in line 21. 



NOTES 



1. 30. county, of Suflolk, Mi»sa. 

P. 20, 1, 12. rigid . . . law. The law takes cognizance of 
; it admits only facts. 

Hitherto, to tliis point (no longer used thus), 
i. 19. crisis. Cf. with the views lield just prior to i 
Itevolutioii. 

ferment. They do not really ferment ; though the; 
Fermentation Is a vegetable process. 
The right . . . tribunal, in Congress, 
them, soldiers, 
pomp of funeral. The victims were buried with 



i. 16. 

P. 21, 

French 

V. 22, 

1. 12. 
L IS. 
1. 21. 



I. 32. late trial. This was the second part of the trial, heli 

P. 23, 1. 6. However . . . prooL It would be well for s 
to remember this , in preparing debates. 

I. 9. high water slack. The interval at bigli tide before tJ 
tide tuma to go ouL 

JOSEPH WAREEN 
CONSTITUTIONAL LIBEIITY AND ARBITRARY POWE] 

P, 25, title. March 5, 1773. These memorial o 
annoBil occurrence until ITtJ6, when it was deemed wise to discoo 
tin lie them. 

P. 2fl, 1. 0. Constitution. This terra is used frequently, at tl 
period, in its broadest sense, as signifying the underlying prlnclpla 
of law, common to all reasoning and reasonable beings, when livt 
in communities. 

1. 23. empress of the world. Cf. Byron's designations of Roi! 
in Childe Harold's PilgriTaage, 

1. 2S. Constitution, con-stiCuo, e.g. that which makes i 
eUad together 
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P. 27, I. 2. quit . ■ ■ clime. I'untanB, (.'atholiCH, and (Juakers, 
are the most notable of these. 

1. 4. Indian . . . proprietors. The truth of this btalement 
has been too oftEti foi^att«ti in deaJint; witli tlie red man 

L 9. bouse of Stuart. Tiie tyramties were undeir Charles L, 
Charles II., and James IX. 

1. 13. clurter. The charter here mentioned was the new 
charter granted t« Masaachuiietts in 160O-K51I1. 

1. 31. CI. with our own CouHtitution on this point, as to powers 
of Chief Executive, Senate, and House of RepreeeutatiTeH. 

F. 28, 1. 9. acts of . . . America. This seems intended to go 
no farther back than the Writs of ABsistance (1780-17(11). 

1. 22. peers of America. The line saicasm of the young democ- 
racy seems to break forth here. 

1. 25. power . . . acknowledge. Note that, at this time, there 
waa no bltlflrneM toward the king — only toward the ministry. 

1. 29. proclamation . , . America. This was conclnaively ille- 
gal. See note 4, Adams, ■' On Behalf of the People of Boston." 

P. 29, 1. 27. for . . . trifle. It is the establisiiing of a prece- 
dent that he fears. 

P. 80, 1. 7. standing army . . . law. WiUlacn and Mary 
(1688)declared astanding army in time of peace to be against the law. 

L 18. This is again referred to by Hancock ; and may be found 
in other orations and in letters, though no direct evidence is given. 

I. 26, Of. Shakespeare, As You Like It, Act IL Sc. vii. II. 150-152. 
" The soldier . , . 
JtalouB iu honor, sudden and ^ulck in quarrel." 

P. 31, I. 12. Lucretia. See history of Sextus Tarquin, 510 B.C. 

1. 15. battalia. Regular array of battle — in battalions. 

1. 30. removal. ThesBtroopswereremoved.owingtothepreasuTe 
brought to bear upon the governor throngh a committee of citizens. 

P. 82, 1. 2. mnider. See the notes on Joalah Quincy, .Ic^ " ta. 
Defence of tlie British Soldiers. 
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1. 23. derired to, usually used with from. In this 
lupaus acctimiilaling ; acrruing. 

P. 33, 1. 21. plantation, American plantatioDa ,- die ei 
unlmowa to the people of England. 

P. Si, 1. 13. iaagfii. The truth of this aBsertion may be t< 
b; scanoing the history of the eniigranta from 1607 to ITOO, a 
appears in colonial history of our conBtij. 

1. IT. bequeathed. Cf. Webster's oration on Adams and Jefl 
son, "Generations past and generations to come hold uh TeBponai1)lj 
for thia sacred trust," i*.e. liberty. 

JOHN HANCOCK 

P. 37, 1. 7. desk, the pulpit of the Old Souih Church I 
Boston, where these memorial meetiogs were held. 

P. 38, 1. 1. goverament, meaning here British gove 

L S. tbeii, referring to Great Britain's ministry. 

L 17. her, applying to the nation ; here the pronouns ai 
ambi^ous. 

1. 2S. glorions. The adjectives applied to George IL and his i 
house show the attitude toward the soTereign. 

1. 31. rillaia, reference to Lord Buie, whose scheme this Stamp 
Act waA. 

P. 31), I. 7. senate-boDse. The troops were quartered in Faneull , 
' Hall. 

1. 12. debancheij. The sober Puritans were averse to all 
forms of riotous revelry. ' 

t. 21. blasphemies. Blasphemy was a crime punisliable by law. 
See Otis's example in his upeecli on " Writs of Assistance."' 

P. 40, 1. 9. dismal night. March 5, 1770. 

L 24. HillBboioagh. Lord H., secretary for the colonies nntej 
Geoijje lU. niilil Anpi.Ht, 1772. lie was most tyrannical I 
deserredlf unpopular iu America. 
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1. 20. PrestoD, captain o( tlie soldiers on Uie night of the ric 

1. 2Q. aasaasins. Though acquitted, tbcy v/cre ko cooBidered by 
the people. 

P. 41, 1. IS. Robertson, a Snotcli divine (1721-171)3), wbo ' 
tlie famous liistorian of his time. 

1. 34. worm. iBaiali Ixvi. 24. 

P. 42, 1. 1. Haverick . . . Can, victinia of M»rch 6, 1770. 

I. i. manea, Hi)iTits, a purely Latin word ^ich is not consid- 
ered legitimate EugUsh. 

1. 7. Honk waa the boj who was permanently crippled on March 
5, 1770. 

L 24. Aa a result of this appeal, a considerable collection v 
made for Monk's relief. 

P. 43, 1. 27. a George or a Louis. No greater antithesis could 
occur to the mind of an English subject thao this ; for the liatred 
of the Eqglish and French to each other was constant. 

P. 44, I. 0. was, were, as a conditional tense. 

1. 20. band. Note the suggestiun of tlie epecilic names of i 
tary divisioim in various nations. 

F. 45, 1. 2. pro aiis et focis, for their allais and their firesides, 
Le. for ruligiouR llbtirty and their homes. 

1. 21. tutelar deity, special prott«tor. I.e. the Godded of 
Liberty. 

P. 40, L 10. Great expectations . . . adTeiBaries. Wh; would 
this have proven detrimental to American intt'resiB? 

1. 31, committees of correspeudeace. These kept one another 
iuformed of state matters, and thus an interstate (intcrcoloDial) 
relation was maintained. 

P. 47, 1. 5. eontment. Frtnn Maasacliusetta to Georgia. 

I. 25. Remember . . . mothers. Cf. Stiakespeare, Henry V., Acl 
ni. Sc. i. 1!. 22-23 (also U, 17-22). 

" Distiouor not yoar mothers; now attest 
That those nrbom yun called faUiera<lid.\ie%v.v-ioa.:^ 



i 



1. 29. Philistines, the Iribea lo wlioni Israel was suectssively in 
Bervituile. Judses ii. 1, 1 ; iii. 1, 2, 3. 
F. 49, L 10. Althougli . . . BilTation. Babakkuk iii. 17-18. 

PATRICK HENEY 



P. B], 1. 1(t. as, BM being. 

1. 21. siren . . . beaats. This is 
not Ibe sirens, who changtii men to beasts. 

1.24. eyes, see not . . . hear not. Jeremiah t. 21; Ezekiel 
xiL 2. 

1. 26. temporal, as coulrasted witb apiritual. 

V. [)2, I. <i. gentlemeD. Note the absence of the article Ibe, 

I. 10. kiss, reference to thu betniyal of JesuB by Judea. i 
Matthew xxvi. 4S nod 41). 

1. IT. gentlemen. See note on p. 62, 1. 6, above. 

P. 63, 1. 2. throne. This is probably a reference to Fr&nklin'l^ 
representation of the colonists in England early in this year. 

I. IS. the next week. Note the use of the article, which, fl|' 
such cases, is now obsolete. 

election, choice. Cf. Shakespeare, Merchant of Fif«iM,< 
Actin. Sc. ii. 1.21. 

p. 54. 1. 3. clanking , . . Boston, referring to the presonco o 
General Gage and liia Iroops in that city. 

next . . . sweeps . . . field. Tliia Is prophecy, loi th 
battle of Lexington did not come until nearly a montb laUr. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE 
P. 55, I. 14. ConEreM, the Continental Congress of 17TG, wbloh 
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1. 18. second, referring to the previous petition. 
P. fi6, 1. 17. right . . . mfiingedi i.e. when the courts were cloi 
I. 20. precarious, because of the iuEecarity arising from taxation 
without repruseJitatioti, and the closing of courts of juEtice. 

1. 2n. annulled. See histories of the various chartered colonies 

]. 32. impoverished, special reference to Massachusetts. 

1. 33. impunity, reference to the acquittal of some of the n 
engaged in the Boston massacre. 

P. 57, 1. 21. This paragraph refers to the sufTerings along the 
Massachusetts coast. 

P. 68, 1. 8. England's relations with France and Spain at Ihfa 
era were none of the most friendly. 

1. 28. This Is not an exaggerated statement. 

1. 30. are. Fleet is used here, not as a collective noun, bnt aa 
meaning a rather heterogeneous collection of vessels ; nevertheless, 
ts would be more accurate. 

P. 5S, I. 27. free. In the light of our present development, this 
seems far-sighted indeed. 

I. 30. fight. Tlie F.Dglishnian had never fonght for a foreign 
nation, as a mercenary. The need for hiring the Hessians seemt 
to answer this query. 

P. 00, I. 9. contemned. Cf. with condemned, with which it it 
often confused. 

P. 81, 1. 12. General Gage, militnry governor of Massachusetts 
at this time. 

1. 16. cmel . . . frontiers, reference to the English league with 
the Indians — a most treacherously executed villauy. 

1. 29. extended. Cf. note on p. 5B, I. S7, above. 

1. 33. fountain, source. 

P. 62, 1. 6, before 17G3. This evinces the moderation of spirit 
cbaracteristically conservative, but unbending in adhei«.wa& *> 
principle. 



1. 26, Cf. previous apeccbes : Otis, "'Writs of Assistance," note 
p. 6, 1. 12 ; and Jolrn Adams, doM, p. 11, 1, 21. 

V. Q8, 1. IS. lleferences to the corrupt policy of auch men 
Bute and Greaville. 

1. 33. The reciprocal arrangement seema too fair to have b 
overlooked by a reasonable people, 

P. 65, 1. 1. Aa a conciae summary, this paragraph bi 
usually emphatic. 

SAMUEL ADAMS 

P. 67, 1. 21. Popery, used as a term of opprobrium. 

P. G8, 1. 6. protestaDtism. Consider the exact meantng of tl 

I. 23. their. Tbis ainhiguoua pronoun relates to the doctrine o 
English statesmen. 
1. 28. burthea, speUlug obsolete. 
P. 00, 1. !». Cbarles II. 

1. 16. only. Could this word be better placed ? 
P. 70, t. 10. conatitutioQ, English constitution, which w 
violated, and therefore dead. 

1. M. Cf. preceding figure ; is this exaggerated, or does t 
history of the colonies from 1 765-1 TT6 justify bis statements? 

F. 71, 1. 4. nation of shopkeepers. Napoleon adopted tl 
phrase, it Ea said, from the published report of this speech. ^^ 

1. 17. Carthagena, Uiilted Stales of Colombia, S.A. ; Spaoild 
colony. 

laat var, French and Indian war. 
foot, (Oound, for this reason. 

commandera. Washington had already dumon- 
Btrat«d bis own ability ; as had his associates. 
infidels, inibelieverH. 

accommodatioit, settle ment, agreement. 
indtutry. Cf . prece&mg. Cf.tUe subjugation of India. 




A.^ 
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P. 77, I. IS. decisions of Englislimen. Read Btatemenia of Buoli 
men ad I'itt and Burke. 

P. 78, 1. 30. speculation. True democracy was considered a 
Utopian dream. 

P. 79, 1. 32. conatitutioa, tlie articles under which tlie colonial 
government was carried on. 

P. 80, i. 31. out, Of England. 

F. 82, 1. 3, want notbing. This is absolutely, not figuratiyetf, 

!, 20. sliall continue to profit. This -wa^ prophelic, in the light 
of tliB war of 1812-1814. 

1. 30. Consider tliis aa prophecy. 

P. 84, 1. 4. men. These men were, chiefly, the royal goyemora. 

L 20. aoziliaries, Indians and hired soldiers. 

ALEXANDEE HAMILTON 

P. 85, title. June 20, 1788, in New York, when the debate o 
tlie several parts of the Constitution was resumed. 

P. 86, 1. 14. desiderata, pi., things to be desired. 

P. 89, 1. 7. federal, for the Union. 

P. 1)1, 1. 20. old Constitution, articles of Confederation, 

P, 92, 1. 34. See methods of electing United States Senators an 
Fresideht. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

P. 60, 1. 19. providential agency, i.e. even the elements seemed.' 
to favor the Americans. 

P. 100, 1. 8. characters. Uamiltoci and Madison were chief- 
among tiiese. 

1. 32. finaUy staked. This is, no doutit, i 
here, representative government, 
indoiibled]/ have perished. 
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P. 101, I. 2. Fifth Article of the CoDstitutioo, dealing with I 

amendiuents. _ 1 

1. SI. limited. Cf. niCli the actions of other men in similar I 

IIENKY LEK I 

P.103,l.20. yourwill, thatotCongreBB, whonihewaaaddresslng. I 
V. lOT, 1. 1. cooqusrot of India, Lord Cornwallis, I 

1. D. sword . . . ploQghshare. Isaiah ii. i. I 

I. 27. superiority. Cf. witU his eBlimale of himself as given in I 
First Inaugural, and account for butli. I 

P. lUU, I. 19. fortunatos . . . oorint. how lorcnnate ara I 
Uiey who know so well their own good, M 

P. 110, 1. 22. Justum ... etc. I 

A man who is juat and teuacioi;9 of purpose, ^ 

The madness o[ the mob, nrging evil deeds, 
Hor the frowning look o£ an imperiona master, 
Shakes (rooi bis firm iutent. — Hokal'k, Ode III. 
P. Ill, I. 21. fallowing hia plough. This was almost literal, 
for Washington farmed hia lands at Mt. Vernon. 

1. 20. First to war. This was the original place of these fauous 

riSHEK AMES 

P, 115, 1. 1. public dangers. See history of 1700-1800 (Adams's 
administration). 

P. 116, 1. 30. inquisitive, inquiring. 

P. 118, 1. 24. revolution. Cf. French Revolntion. 

P. 119, 1. 4. Enceladus. The giant subdued by Jcive, and 
buried under Etna to ktep him fTum riaing. Read Longfellow'a 
poem on Ihis subject. 

P. 125, 1. 4. immortal youth. See Byruu in I><-n Juan on the 
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P. 127, I. 5. poor rich, aocialiat yiews of to-day. 

P. 120, 1. 3. Jacobinism, the doctrine of one of tlie French Bevo- 
lutionary parties, taking its name from, tlie convent oi the Domini- 
cans or Jacobins, where tlie meetings were held. 

P. 130, 1. 9. wiUiholden, obxolete for withheld. 

P. 131, L 32. Leouidas. The comparison ivitli Leooldas seems 
Strained ; Snd more n,pt historic allusions to replace it. 

P. 133, 1. 10. Bpaminondas, history of Thebes, fifth cen- 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

P. 135, title. iSoi. This was the first inaugural ( 
Washington. 

P. 13(1, 1, la. Tesael. Cf. Longfellow's lines in Oie Building 
of the Ship, " Thou, too, sail on, O ship of si 

1. 22. eDonnced, verb uausual i 

F. 138, 1. 2. ezterminatine havoc, reference to the continental 
mel£e caused b; the French from ITTO to 1800. 

1. 20. take . . . earned. Does this seem a premonition of the 
possible dangers of monopoly ? 

P. 130, 1. IS. habeas corpus, the order issued by a cour 
majiding the presence of a person deprived of his liberty, in order 
that trial may be held according to law. 

GOUVEENEUE M0EEI3 
1'. 112, 1. 9. Colnmbia. Hamilton was a Columbia gradnat& 
1. 11. unprotected volunteer. He was practically unknown 
until be fonght in the Revolution, and even then did n 
popular idol. This came in the days of the Conventions ol 1787- 
1788 and iu Washington's admiiiiatralion. 
1. 21. York, presumably Torktown. 
P. U3, 1. 33. Hamilton. This was ■Ha.\tCiWi^*-ssa»!a^«' 
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p. 145, 1. I. the Cincinnati, a, Colonial society formed in 1783 
by officers in tlie ContiDenWl army. 

1. 1!>. all be has left. Hamilton died a, poor man. 

1. 31. respect yonraelves. Duelling was, even tlien, unlawful 
in the apirit, if not in tlie letter, of Amerioaiii law. 

EDMUND RANDOLPH 

F. 147, I 15. carte blajiche. Literally, a. blank card ; a clear 
field. 

1. 22. dailc as Erebns. Cf. Sliakespeare's Julius Ccesar, Act 
II. Su. i. 

V. 148, 1. 30. substratum, underlying foundation. 

P. 149, 1. 12. Mr. Hay and Mr. Wirt, joint counsel for the 

1. 33. Jeffreys, cliiet justice under James II. 

P. 160, 1. 5. Sir. Chief Justice John Marshall. 

P. 151, t. 5. Mansfield, chief juaUce of Euglaiid (1750-1793), 
reign of George II. 

1. 23. withstood them, reference, no doubt, to the public olamoc 
for aid to Franco. 

P. 164, 1. 13, Issa majestas, injury to majesty ; high tre» 

P. 155, 1. 0. Eutopia, Utopia, tlie scat of Sir Thomas Mooro'a 
ideal republic, in his political romance published (in Latin) i 
1516, and subsequently translated. The name is Greek in origin f 
Its Uteral meaning is "no whore." Here wrongly spelled.— 
Oceana, the ideal republic in James Harrington's Tht Commote 
wmlth of Oceana, published in l(15fl. 

1. 10. visions of Plato, his ideals of democracy (429-347 b.o.).— i 
Draco, the Athenian law-giver who preceded Solon (Tth cen- 
tury B.C.). 

P. 156, 1. 13. quomodo, in what manner. 
I". 158, 1. 26. Paul said to Agrippa, Belie-vcaV U\ou. tUe Prophets ', 



p. 180, 1. 28. man, reference to Wilkinson. 
P. 161, 1. iC. fiat jostitia, let juatioe pravaiL 

JOHN C. CALHOUN 

P. 163, 1. 24. Gountiy, inland, or ngricultural region, as dis- 
tinguished from city. 

P. 1S5, 1. 2. recent war, the war of 1812-1814. 

L 22. by . . . nnifoTmly. Article I., Seotioa 8, Part I. 

P. 167, 1. 8. West How far did Calhoun's " West " extend 7 

P. 188, ). 28. To lay . . . States. Article I., Section 8, Part I. 

P. 16fi, 1. 13. subsequent . . . constitution. This is not done. 

P. 171, 1. 12. mode. The wording of the bill. 

1. 26. connection . . . Hiver, Cf. Governor Clinton's views on 
same subject fduring hia lerm as governor of New York), 

L 28. Philadelphia. Note that New York was not then, as 
DOW, considered first ; in fact, is not metilioiiud at all. 

HENKY CLAY 



1. 23. it, the section under consideration. 

P. 176, 1. 11. difficulties . . . artificial. Most prominent was 
the sonthem aversion to trade. 

P. 17T, 1. 32. Bichmond ... As manufacturing centres, have 
tbese cities justified Mr. Clay's statement ? If not, why? 

P. ITS, 1. 1. Zanesrille. Refer to note just preceding. 

1. 26. south. Mi. Clay was considered a Westerner, ' 
from Eentnclcy. 

ADDRESS TO LAFAYETTE 



P. 180, title. Lafayette was the natlnri'a guest. 
P. 181, 1. 27. this very city. ■Was■Wl1\gtflVl.,^V\R!il.^i*^■si•*-^ 
tboagbt of when Lafayette lell Uiis countrj . 
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toward matter and arrangement are a source of delight to th ' '" 
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Works by Prof. E. H. LEWIS 
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A First Book in Writing English 

i3nio. Buckram. Price 80 centa 

Albert H. Smyth, Cintrsl Hleh School, PhiUdelphU. 

" I have read il carefully nnd am much pleased with the way ths work 
has been done. It is careful, Ihouglitfu), and clearly airanged. The 
qiiolaiions are apl and judiciously selected It is the best book of iti 
size and scope ibal I am acquainted wiib." 
BuBh V. Chollir, State Nornml School, Potidara, N. V. 

" The author has made an admirable selection of topics for trea.tmeiit 
In this booli, and has presented them in a way thai cannot fail lo ba 
helpful to teachets wbo have classes doing this grade ol worlt." 

An Introduction to the Study of Literature 

For the use of Secotidai; and Graded Schools. 

i3mo. Cloth. Price $i.oo 

This book ll a collection of short masterpieces of modem liletatuis 
arranged in groups, each group intetpreling some one phase of adolescent 
interest, *j.." The Athlete; ""The Heroism of War ; " " The Heroism of 
Peace;" "The Adijeniurer;" "The Far Goal;" "The Morning Land- 
»cape;" "The Gentleman;" "The Hearth." A ehronolopcal table 1»^ 
given at Ihe end of the book, by centuries and half centuries, showing al 
what Bge each author began 10 publish, and the name and dale of his first 
book. The selections together form an anlhology of English prose and 
verse, but it is more than an ordinary anthology ; il is constructed so as to 
be of value not only to Ihe scholar but also 10 the teacher and general 
reader. Each section is opened with a critical introduction which wiU 
lerve as a guide both to teacher and student. 
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Prom Chaucer to Arnold 

Types of Literary Art in Prose and Verse. An Introdnction to 

English literature, with Preface and Notes. By Andrew J. 

George, A.M, Department of English, Higli School, Newton, Muss. 

Cloth. 8vo. Price Si.oo 

Anmt H. Smyth, Central High School, Philadelphia. 

"In George's 'Chaucer to Arnold' I recognize many bvdrltes and 
think the editing and the annotation remarkably well done; the notes 
ate sufficiently brief and clear, the tiibliography judicioiu, and B Gl» 
■inrit of appreciation is shown." 

Principles of English Grammar 

For the use of Schools. By George R. Carpenter, Professor ol 
Rbetoiic and English Composition in Columbia University. 

i2ino. Half- Leather. Price 75 centa 

VmcKat Fred W, ReynoldB, Univenlly of Utah. 

" For a straightforward discussion of the principles of grammar, 
book is among the t>esl 1 have ever seen." 



American Prose Selections 

With Critical Introductions by Various Writers and s General Intro- 
duction edited by George Rice Cabpenier, Columbia Uni 

izmo. Cloth. Price $i.fKi 

R A. Voehl, Prindpa! Central High School, Butfali 
" It is a pleasure to take up so handsome a vc 
are most admirable and the c! 
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In order that others may use this book, ] 
please retura it as soon as possible, but 
not later than the date due. 



